
Robyn Mawhinney, Director
Discovery Islands & Mainland Inlets – Electoral Area ‘C’

Background:

Across BC we are witnessing climate change upending traditional/historic weather patterns. 
We don’t have to look far to see the effects: in 2022 the Campbell and Puntledge Rivers were 
in stage five drought until mid-December, an “unprecedented late summer drought” according 
to a BC Hydro news release. The drought was record-breaking for the Campbell River system, 
with lowest precipitation on record (41 years) at 41% of normal and record (53 years) low 
reservoir water inflows at 28% of normal. And in 2021 BC experienced the “deadliest weather 
event in Canada to date” according to BC Coroners Service who confirmed there were 619 
heat-related deaths during the heat dome (June 25-July 1). 

It is our role as leaders to look ahead, plan and prepare our communities. I believe ensuring 
water resources are conserved and managed for the benefit of residents human and wild is 
something we as local government leaders must take initiative on. 

While groundwater extraction licenses are managed by the Province, I’m curious what 
influence we as a Regional District can have through zoning or other tools available to local 
government to limit groundwater extraction, water bottling, and bulk water sales. The Comox 
Valley Regional District, the cities of Courtenay & Comox and the Village of Cumberland have 
taken steps to protect their groundwater through zoning regulation. 

One objective of Quadra Island’s Official Community Plan is “To recognize the unique natural 
characteristics of the Island, and to safeguard sensitive areas including the Island’s 
groundwater recharge areas from inappropriate forms of development and sources of 
pollution”. Islands have unique characteristics; limited aquifers are one of these. 

I would like the Strathcona Regional District to investigate and report on the possibilities for 
limiting groundwater extraction and ancillary functions within Area C. Could we limit 
groundwater extraction by legislating it as a not-for-profit/social-profit commodity? This 
wouldn’t necessarily override the province’s ability to issue licenses but rather direct that such 
use would preserve it for residents. Water is life and a resource which deserves protection. I 
therefore present the following motion.

Proposed motion:

THAT the Strathcona Regional District investigate and report the options available to limit 
water bottling, bulk water sales and groundwater extraction in Area C for purposes other than 
not-for-profit or residents’ benefit. 

Sincerely,

Robyn Mawhinney
Director for Discovery Islands & Mainland Inlets (Electoral Area C)

Strathcona Regional District
#301 — 990 Cedar Street, Campbell River BC V9W 7Z8

Tel: 250-830-6700 Toll free: 1-877-830-2990 www.strathconard.ca

To: Electoral Area Services Committee
March 8, 2023
SUBJECT: Taking action to secure groundwater in the face of climate change
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With thanks to SRD staff for their assistance providing the following information...

Comox Valley Regional District: Zoning Bylaw No. 520 on website - applies to all of their
Electoral Areas and these 2 sections address the matter:
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Town of Comox: Comox Zoning Bylaw 1850

City of Courtenay:
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Village of Cumberland:


