
Strathcona 
REGIONAL DISTRICT 

.111Msu.'"IiiP 
STAFF REPORT 

DATE: 	October 6, 2017 
FILE: 0550-04 EASC 

TO: 	 Chair and Directors, 
Electoral Areas Services Committee 

FROM: 	Dave Leitch 
Chief Administrative Officer 

RE: 	 CORTES ISLAND COMMUNITY HALL SERVICE INITIATIVE 

PURPOSE/PROBLEM 
To consider the proposal to provide financial support through local taxation for community hall 
facilities located on Cortes Island. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
At its September 20, 2017 meeting the Committee considered the attached report and passed 
the following resolution: 

Whalley/Lavelle: EASC 207/17 

That staff prepare a report, building on the last staff report on this matter from 
September 16th 2010, for the Committee's consideration regarding options for dealing 
with the matter of tax support for Cortes community halls. 

The resolution makes reference to building on a report from September 16, 2010 which has been 
attached for the Committee's information. Since a majority of current directors were not on the 
Board when this matter was considered at that time, this report will include a brief synopsis of the 
activities undertaken in support of this initiative following its introduction to the Regional Board. 

The proposal to use property taxation in support of Cortes Island community halls was the subject 
of much discussion at the Board and in the community back in 2009 and 2010. Since that time 
the proponents for the community hall service have been working to build additional community 
support for the concept. Recently this proposal has been re-activated and has generated 
significant interest among local ratepayers as evidenced by the volume of petitions, letters and 
emails received by the Regional District. Staff have not attempted to analyze these 
communications but it is clear that there is both significant support and opposition within the 
community. Short of holding a referendum or other similar process there is likely no method for 
conclusively determining how the community as a whole views this initiative. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received. 

2. THAT the Committee recommend that staff be authorized to undertake preliminary 
consultation with the Cortes Island community regarding the community hall service 
proposal. 



Respectfull 

Dave Leitch 

Chief Administrative Officer 
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
The proposal to use property taxation as a revenue stream for supporting Cortes Island 
community halls has been considered by the Board previously. In late 2009, in response to a 
request from the Southern Cortes Community Association, the Board authorized use of an 
alternative approval process for Bylaw No. 55 which proposed to establish a community hall 
service for Cortes Island. When Bylaw No. 55 failed to gain sufficient elector support for its 
passage the Board directed that a new bylaw be prepared based on changes proposed by 
Director Anderson and other local service proponents. The new bylaw (Bylaw No. 75) was 
subsequently considered by the Board on September 23, 2010 at which time the bylaw was 
defeated at second reading. 

POLICY ANALYSIS 
With respect to proposed local services, regional districts will generally decline to take a position 
of support or opposition associated with such propositions, instead acting simply as a mechanism 
for the implementation of those services for which local ratepayers have provided a clear 
indication of support the service. While there may be indicators of support (or lack of it) expressed 
through letters, petitions or local media outlets, the use of a formal process such as assent voting, 
referendum or alternative approval process is often the only method for determining whether a 
local service proposal has sufficient support for implementation. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
As with any local service proposal, the financial implications must be well researched before local 
electors are asked to make a decision on the proposal. While a general sense of the financial 
implications associated with a community hall service for Cortes Island may be determined by 
reviewing previous bylaws and supporting documentation, the specific cost implications for this 
service would need to be re-examined and updated should the Board decide to move ahead with 
the initiative. 

ALTERNATIVES 
Although the primary purpose of regional districts is to provide services to its citizens, there are 
numerous preconditions to doing so including the obtaining of elector assent. The Board has 
discretion in determining the process for evaluating proposals, as well as the method and 
schedule for seeking assent. With respect to next steps for the community hall service proposal 
the following alternatives are available: 

a) authorizing the development of a new service establishing bylaw for which assent of the 
electors (or approval by alternative approval process) would be sought; 

b) authorizing the holding of a referendum to determine whether sufficient support exists on 
Cortes Island for further involvement by the Regional District; 

c) deciding to not get involved with this community initiative; or 
d) delaying any decision on Regional District involvement until further information regarding the 

details of the service initiative can be obtained. 
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Refusing to become involved with this initiative conflicts with the Regional District's core purpose 
and is not recommended. However, should the decision be made to advance this initiative further 
it is recommended that the Board first ensure that all of the elements of the proposal have been 
thoroughly evaluated prior to seeking approval of the electors. 

CITIZEN/PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS 
By declining to advocate for or against local service initiatives, particularly those that may be 
controversial, the Regional District will generally avoid criticism from local ratepayers who might 
otherwise believe that the Regional District has a vested interest in the outcome. The commitment 
to neutrality on such initiatives is of particular importance if Regional District personnel are to be 
used for the administration of the voting process. 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL INVOLVEMENT/IMPLICATIONS 
The responsibility for managing the process for establishing new services generally falls to 
corporate and special projects staff. 

Prepared by: T. Yates, Corporate Services Manager 

Attachments: Copy of September 11, 2017 report from Director Anderson 
Copy of September 16, 2010 report to the Regional Board 
Petitions and correspondence received by the Regional District 



Strathcona 
REGIONAL DISTRICT 

Noba Anderson, Director 
Cortes- Electoral Area 'B' 

Tel: 250-935-0320 E-mail: director@cortesisland.com  

Dear Fellow EASC Members 
September 11, 2017 

As you will remember, in 2009/2010 there was considerable work done, by the SRD Board, 
staff and the Cortes community toward initiating a hail tax service on Cortes Island. A 
feasibility study was undertaken, a bylaw drafted, an alternate approval process failed, much 
community consultation done, an amended bylaw was drafted with the proposal to send it to 
referendum which was not then supported by the board. Due to the lack of a democratic 
vote, the issue was never put to rest and has been alive in the community ever since. 

As you see now, there is a renewed effort by members of the community to revisit this 
matter. On September I received a citizen-lead petition signed by 458 Cortes Island 
residents and property owners in support of a community hail tax service and asking that the 
SRD hold a referendum to gauge support for the same. I have included that petition here 
along with a letter from the Southern Cortes Community Association asking for the same. I 
understand that there is also a counter petition which I have yet to see. Since then, many 
other letters have been written both is support and in opposition to a hall tax service. Clearly 
there is a range of opinion on this topic. However, this is the most support I have received 
in 9 years on any matter — and is simply asking that the issue be put to a local vote. I do 
think it important to put this issue to rest, and the best way to do this is through a 
referendum. I would ask that all correspondence received by staff be received at EASC 
together with this director's report. 

I would therefore ask that the following motion be passed: 

That staff prepare a report, building on the last staff report on this matter from 
September 16th  2010, for the Committee's consideration regarding options for dealing 
with the matter of tax support for Cortes community halls. 

Sincerely, 

Noba Anderson, Regional Director 

The views expressed in this letter are those of the director and do not necessari/y reflect those of the coiparation or the fell board of directors. 

COPY



 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 
DATE:  September 16, 2010 

FILE: 0360-20  
TO:  Chair and Directors 
  Regional Board 
 
FROM: Brian Reardon 
  Chief Administrative Officer 
 
RE: BYLAW NO. 75 – CORTES ISLAND COMMUNITY HALL SERVICE PROPOSAL 
 
PURPOSE/PROBLEM 
To present the proposal for ratepayer support of community hall facilities on Cortes Island for 
consideration by the Regional Board. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
The attached report was considered by the Committee of the Whole on September 8, 2010 at 
which time the Committee recommended that the Board give Bylaw No. 75 first and second 
readings. It is assumed that consideration of third reading of the bylaw and the process for 
seeking assent of the electors are matters which will be deferred to a later date as outlined in 
the email correspondence from Director Noba Anderson. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received. 
 

2. THAT Cortes Island Community Hall Service Establishing Bylaw No. 75, 2010 be 
introduced and given first and second readings concurrently. 
 

3. THAT further consideration of Bylaw No. 75 be deferred until the January 2011 meeting 
of the Regional Board. 
 
 

Respectfully: 

 
Brian Reardon 
Chief Administrative Officer 
 
 
 
Prepared by: T. Yates, Corporate Services Manager 
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DIRECTOR NOBA ANDERSON 
AREA B 
STRATHCONA REGIONAL DISTRICT 
301-990 CEDAR STREET 
CAMPBELL RIVER, B.C. V9W 7Z8 

FZEDV-E, 

SEP 0 8.2017 	;II , 

Strathcona Regional District 

DEAR NOBA 

FIRST OF ALL, WE WILL EXPRESS OUR REGRETS THAT WE 
FAILED TO SUPPORT YOU ADEQUATELY WHEN YOU 
PERSUED TAX SUPPORT FOR OUR COMMUNITY HALLS IN 
THE PAST. AND WE THANK YOU FOR BRINGING THIS 
FORWARD TO THE SRD ONCE AGAIN. 

WE ARE SUBMITTING A PETITION OF 400 SIGNATURES 
INDICATING STRONG SUPPORT FOR A REFERENDUM 
FROM ALL AREAS OF CORTES ISLAND. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR YOU----72 OF THE 
SIGNATORIES ARE WHALETOWN FOLK AND THE 
REMAINING 300 PLUS REPRESENT MANSON'S LANDING, 
SQUIRREL COVE AND SEAFORD. 

WE HOPE THAT THIS WILL REASSURE YOU AND YOUR 
FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS AT THE SRD THAT A STRONG 
MAJORITY OF US ARE OPTIMISTICALLY EXPECTING A 
MOVE FORWARD TOWARD THE REFERENDUM AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

ON BEHALF OF 400 SIGNATORIES 
YOURS TRULY 

SUE ELLINGSEN 

GAIL RINGWOOD 

JOHN SPRUNGMAN 



August 20 2017 

Strathcona Regional District 
Board of Directors 
301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 

The 458 residents and/or property owners of Cortes Island, who have 
signed the attached petition, request that you organize and fund a 
referendum at the earliest opportunity to allow us to vote on 
supporting our community halls with tax funding. 

Manson's Hall and the Gorge Hall are centers of community activity 
on Cortes Island. Please read the enclosed page titled "Time for a 
Change" prepared by the board of the Southern Cortes Community 
Association (SCCA). With the BC Gaming Commission eliminating 
grants to cover basic operating expenses of community 
organizations, it has been extremely difficult for Manson's Hall to 
continue to offer the many services enjoyed by residents and visitors 
alike. This tax initiative is not intended to reduce user fees or rental 
income the hall receives nor to replace the ongoing effort to get 
grants and donations for programming and major renovations but to 
provide core funding. 

The initiators of this petition are resident property owners who are not 
on the SCCA board. We have included the Gorge Hall, operated by 
the Whaletown Community Club (WCC), because we feel that 
sustaining both halls is very important to island life. We understand 
that the WCC board of directors has said it wants to know the wishes 
of the community before making a request for tax support. The 
attached petition includes 84 residents of the Whaletown-Gorge 
Harbour area to which the WCC limits its membership. The requested 
referendum would determine the level of support for both community 
halls. 



Of the 458 signers of this petition, 293 are Cortes property owners. 
Clearly a very substantial number of Cortes Islanders are happy to 
support our community halls through taxation and want the 
opportunity to vote on a specific tax structure that needs to be 
determined by the regional board in consultation with the relevant 
organizations and the community at large. We trust that you will 
respond positively to this undertaking. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Ellingsen 
1472 Norton Road 
Whaletown, B.C. 
250-935-6545 
susandy@twincomm.ca  

Gail Ringwood 
1398 Red Granite Road 
Manson's Landing, B.C. 
250-935-6960 
gailringwood@gmail.com  

John Sprungman 
756 Salmonberry Lane 
Manson's Landing, B.C. 
250-935-6332 
sprungman @twincomm.ca 



SOUTHERN CORTES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

TIME FOR A CHANGE! 

For 50 years, Manson's Hall has been a centre of activity for everyone on the Island----not just a hall, but a true 
community center — a hub of island life. Currently we enjoy a huge array of services, programs and activities, thanks to 
the Southern Cortes Community Association. Here's a list of some activities in which most islanders will have 
participated at one time or another: 

• Friday market • Mansons cemetery management 
• Internet access • Post office 
• Yoga, Pilates, Ja .7ercise • Workshops and courses (first aid, parenting) 
• Parents and tots - toddler play group • Cortes Day organization 
• Licensed pre-school • Seniors activities, bowling 
• Thrift store • Christmas dinners, Community Meals 
• Food Bank & Tax Prep Program • Community kitchen 
• Summer Youth Program • Cortes radio office & studio 
• FOCI office • Dances, Concerts, Weddings, Rentals 
• Skate Board Park management • Space for Lakehouse school 
• Pottery studio 

Not a complete list, but you get the idea... a lot goes on at Mansons Community Centre! And because of this, the 
management of this facility became just too complicated and expensive for a few volunteers to manage. So a number of 
years ago, the SCCA began hiring paid staff, which of course costs money. It is this administration funding that is so 
rarely available through grants. And those grants that do support administration are increasingly difficult to get. 

For example, the $23K annual gaming grant we used to get for administration is no longer available and we have not 
found a replacement source of core funding, except donations and memberships. 

So it is clear to the SCCA board, and we hope to the community, that the time has come when this facility must have 
sustainable core funding supported by a tax base---as are the vast majority of the community centres in the district. 

Core funding would provide money to pay the insurance, salaries, office expenses, janitorial service and utilities. There 
would still have to be ongoing fundraising to get grants and donations for special projects and programs. And there will 
always be a key role for volunteers. 

If you want this wonderful warm centre of community life to be available into the future for yourself and the next 
generation NOW IS THE TIME for you to sign the petition which will soon be circulating making a request for service 
from the Regional District to provide "core funding" to keep the hall open. 

Thank you for your understanding and your support! 

The Board of the Southern Cortes Community Association 



Southern Cortes Community Association 
2017 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

August 9, 2017 - 7 pm 
Manson's Community Main Hall - Beasley Road 

Minutes 

1. Meeting Call to Order at 7:12 pm 

2. Approval of Agenda M/S Sherry Sprungman/Diane Daly, Carried 

3. Approval of June 7, 2016 AGM Minutes M/S Andy Vine/Bob Osleeb 

4. President's Report — Myrna Kerr - attached, Acceptance M/S Andy Ellingsen/Ray 
Grout, Carried 

5. Hall Mangers Report — Mary Lavelle — attached. Acceptance M/S Myrna Kerr/Sue 
Ellingsen 

6. Treasures Report — Myrna Kerr/Marilyn Filzmaurice Acceptance M/S Gary 
Cork/Andy Ellingsen, Carried 

7. Financial information on the state of the Manson Community Hall — Discussion 
on the finances 

8. Proposed Resolution: The SCCA Membership support a SCCA Board Request 
to Regional Director Noba Anderson and the Strathcona Regional District Board to 
initiate a referendum process for a Cortes Island Community Hall through 
property taxation. M/S John Sprungman/Gail Ringwood, discussion of wording 
ensued. 

Motion to amend the original wording to read: 
The SCCA Membership support a SCCA Board Request to Regional Director Noba 
Anderson and the Strathcona Regional District Board to initiate a referendum 
process for funding of Cortes Island Community Halls through property taxation. 
M/S Andy Vine/Andy Ellingsen, Carried, 1 opposed 

Motion to amend the amended motion to read: 
The SCCA Membership support a SCCA Board Request to Regional Director Noba 
Anderson and the Strathcona Regional District Board to initiate a referendum 
process for funding of Manson's Community Hall through property taxation. 
M/S Rod Lee, No seconder. Defeated 

9. Election of new SCCA Board of Directors 
The following Directors are resigning from the SCCA Board: Jenny 
Hartwick, Andrew Copping; Wilson Baker resigned January 2017 
• Election of Board of Directors for 2 year terms - Carol (Cali) Waddell and 

Christina MacWilliam were appointed to the SCCA Board in April and have 



agreed to stand for election. Continuing on the board for their 2nd  year are 
Myrna Kerr. Julian Ayers. Andy Vine. 

• Nominations from the floor, Matthew Pope nominated by Cali Waddell, 
seconded by Christina MacWilliam. Matthew accepts nomination. 

The slate put forward to the members is: Myrna Kerr, Julian Ayers, Andy 
Vine, Cali Waddell, Christina MacWilliam, Matthew Pope. No vote, elected by 
acclamation. 

Member Ray Grout adds appreciation to Myrna and the Board for all their 
work 

10. Adjournment: at 8:35 pm M/S Andy Vine/Andy Ellingsen, Carried 



Cortes Island Museum 
& Archives Society 

957 Beasley Road, PO Box 422 
Manson's Landing, B.C. VOP 1K0 
Phone: 250-935-6340 
Email: cimas@twincomm.ca  
Webpage: www.cortesmuseum.com  

June 27, 2017. 

Acknowledging support for Manson's Landing Community Hall: 

This heritage hall was originally built in the mid-1920s by early European settlers 
on Cortes who were used to providing their own social entertainment on an 
isolated island. They were inspired to build this hall to bring community services 
together under one roof. It was built with tremendous community support on land 
donated by a resident. Many locals felled trees, milled lumber, volunteered 
expertise, time and money to build the hall for dances, weddings, community 
gatherings, weekly movies, and indoor sports for all ages. In fact, for decades the 
hall was used by the school across the street as its gymnasium with the hail's 
stage for plays and concert presentations. 

Back in "the days" a dance at Manson's Hall was a social gathering all its own —
original, zany and colourful. People came from all over Cortes and many 
surrounding islands to attend dances that lasted all night so they didn't have to 
walk or row home in the dark. 

The main part of this historical hall has been retained since the 1920s in memory 
of the early pioneers and life in the old days on this island. Over the years it has 
housed business offices, a doctor's office, regional library, preschool, CKTZ radio 
station, a pottery studio, North Island College, thrift shop, seniors exercises and 
indoor bowling, Guides, Scouts, a café, markets, craft fairs, and, most importantly, 
the Post Office which continues today. Besides the impressive legacy of providing 
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a venue for the Post Office, and so many community, youth and seniors programs 
and events, Manson's Hall is a critical meeting space and social hub for the Cortes 
community. 

Manson's Hall is a constantly busy place and continues to provide a focus for the 
large amount of creative energy islanders seem to possess. It is a place to meet, 
create and share. This hall has remained the main infrastructure in Manson's 
Landing as it fosters and preserves an already strong community spirit that exhibits 
itself in welcoming friendliness and cultural wealth. 

Please see the attached Statement of Significance (SOS) for the preservation and 
rehabilitation of this important historical building. 

Lynne Jordan, 
President, 
Cortes Island Museum & Archives Society. 
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Cortes Island, B.C. August 2017 

Strathcona R(.,gion;;I District 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 

Please print name 	  

Phone Number 	  

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 



I- 

r  

6/91-€- /Tge-e-,-e- 1  (/ rt) 

FM, 1 

SEP 0 8 2017 

Strathcona Regional District 

Cortes Island, B.C. August 2017 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 	  

Please print name 71//'  ber  

Phone Number  

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 
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Strathcona Regional District 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 	17  

Please print name S/sci 	/;n SPA,  

 

Phone Number 	935- 

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Striltrittnita Regional Diotript 

Cortes Island, B.C. August 2017 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 	  

Please print name  3e/.7 5-e 

Phone Number -t7,s--0) 9 3c- 6 ce (-74 

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Stratheona Regional District 

CORTES ISLAND 	 JULY, 2017 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT FUNDING OUR COMMUNITY HALLS THROUGH 

TAXATION AND REQUEST THAT THE REGIONAL DISTRICT FACILITATE A 

REFERENDUM NO LATER THAN JUNE, 2018 SO AS TO KNOW THE WISHES OF 

THIS COMTVIIINITY. 

SIGNATURE 	114j (3(jit i.(975)eg  

PLEASE PRINT NAME  /97 	 E-  Le) 69 .0 47 

PHONE #  g2  c(,9 	6  



    

Cortes Island, B.C. 
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Strathccna Fi•igional District 

    

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 	  

Please print name 	A \J  

Phone Number .250 - 43s-  - 1? LI I 

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Cortes Island, B.C. August 2017 SEP 0 8 2017 

Strathcona Regional District 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature 

Please print name 	TER  

Phone Number  .2 	s-  0,2 (.)" 

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Cortes Island, B.C. SEP 0 8 2017 August 2017 
Strathocna Regional District 

As a resident of Cortes Island B.C. I strongly support funding of our 

Cortes Community Halls through taxation and request that the 

Strathcona Regional District facilitate a Referendum on Cortes so to 

know the wishes of the Cortes Community. 

Signature  0, C  

Please print name  0 A  

Phone Number c950 9 3 6 — -3.0 6 

Add your thoughts regarding this serious issue! 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 
	

Phone # 

(1 am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on C rte 	. and 18 years or older) 
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Codes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 

(I am a resident and/or property wqn r i  n C 

COg114-- LA-756A1 

Phone # 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

. Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community flails through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 

(I am a resident and/or property o 

Phone # 

rtes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 
(I am a resident and/or property own ,r on Cortes land and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cort,s Island and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Signature 	 Phone # Name (printed) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 

(I am a resident and/or property 

Signature 
	

Phone # 

r on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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Signature 	 Phone # Name (printed) 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
turd a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 
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Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 



Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
tend a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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('ortes Island, B.C. 
	 20 7 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cones Community I !ails through la\ ation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the (ortes communit\ 

residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 

(I am a resident and/or property 
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Name (printed) Phone # 
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Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
hind a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 2:1 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
tund a Reterendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 
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Name (printed) 
	

Signature 	 Phone # 
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31 
Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 



6 

37- 
CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Corps Island and 18 years or older.) 
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CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcorta Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cones Island and 18 years or older.) 
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Cortes Island, B.C. 
3' 
August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) Signature 	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owne on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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3L 
Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 	 Signature 
	

Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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37 
Cortes Island, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of the Cortes community 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed) 
	

Signature 	 Phone # 

(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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31 
CORTES ISLAND B.C. 	 AUGUST, 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting funding of the 
Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby 
knowing the wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners! 

NAME (printed) 	 SIGNATURE 	 PHONE # 
(I am a resident and/or property owner on Cortes Island and 18 years or older.) 
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Cones lisiand, B.C. 	 August 2017 

Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors supporting 
funding of the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to 
fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the NA ishespf tbe Cortes communit\ 
residents and property owners! 

Name (printed). 	 Signafli 
	

Phone # 

a resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older) 
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September 10, 2017 
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Attention: Strathcona Regional District Administraliyeatt,  uoara or ui 	ors 
re: Counter Petition AGAINST a proposed a Hall Service Tax and Referendum 

Dear Regional District Directors: 

Attached are the individual Petition sheets circulated on Cortes Island to OPPOSE funding of 

the Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to holding a referendum on the issue. 

It contains 232 signees — their names, contact information, addresses, and signatures. 

Cortes Island/Area B has a population of about 1000. By population, the three largest 

geographically separate areas each have a hall to accommodate all manner of public uses. 

Each area has it's cemetery and Post Office. Manson's and Whaletown each have a Firehall. 

Manson's Hall is not by any means the center of cultural activity on Cortes Island. 

Klahoose Multi Purpose Building — IR#7 Squirrel Cove - P.O. VOP-1TO. 

Manson's Hall/SCCA — Manson's Landing — P.O. VOP-1KO. 

Gorge Hall/Whaletown Community Club/WCC — Whaletown P.O. VOP-1ZO. 

An additional meeting place: Linnaea Farm on Gunflint Lake offers a VIRL facility, high speed 

internet access with computers, kitchen, home schooling. 

The Petition states: 

"PETITION TO: The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the undersigned, 

being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners do NOT support funding the Cortes 

Community Halls through taxation, nor do we support a Referendum on this issue." 

Why do we oppose the pro hall tax Petition to support "Cortes Community Halls through taxation 

and to fund a Referendum"? 

Reasons include, but are not limited to, the following: 

- Two Hall Service Tax Bylaws were defeated in 2010 and revisiting this issue will once again 

divide the community 

- A new taxed Service is inappropriate on an island that has a small permanent population with 

average family incomes of $25,000. 

- Area B continues to have the second highest individual property tax among all the Strathcona 

Regional District jurisdictions. 

- Many property owners cannot afford to pay another tax with or without the expense of a 

Referendum. 
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- There is a general mistrust of the SCCA/Manson's Hall management. It has a spending 
problem and it's finances appear very strongly to be mismanaged. 

- Many residents never use the Manson's Hall. 

- A Referendum excludes a number of property owners, and those hospitalized or living in Care 
facilities off-island. 

A significant number of temporary work exchange residents would be allowed to vote, 
including transient visitors staying for months on end. 

- A large percentage of properties taxed is already allocated to parks and cultural activities. 

- There has been to date no public consultation on this new hall tax and referendum proposal; 
and, until September 4, no information has been available to the public. 

-September 4. Labour Day — In a Tideline notice - Hall Tax Petition and Next Steps - Director 
Anderson released the numbers of pro tax petition signatures, details of a proposed tax, and her 
intentions to move the tax and referendum forward. 

" First, at the September Regional District board meeting I will ask them to follow through on the 
petition's request and initiate the referendum process so that all qualified voters can have their 
say. 

http://www.cortesisland.com/tideline/show9760a/Hall_Tax_Petition  Next_Steps 

Residents not on-line would not have seen the notice; it wasn't printed in the local flyer 
distributed to all Post Office mailboxes. 
At the same time as Director's notice the counter petition was still circulating. 

- Since 2015, behind closed doors, Director Anderson has been meeting with pro-tax petitioners 
and with WCC and SCCA executives to discuss and plan another hall tax attempt. 
Klahoose First Nation was not asked to join these private discussions. 

- On August 4, 2017, the Board of Directors of the SCCA invited the public, in a bold print flyer 
notice, to an August 9 meeting where there would be - 
"A full public discussion of the hall tax issue at the meeting. Please bring your questions and 
concerns." 
August 9 - On arrival, non-members of the Association were told to leave the room, then 

eventually allowed into the meeting but were forbidden to speak during the hall tax discussion. 
Please note, Director Anderson was at this meeting. 
The poorly treated residents, who traveled from the other side of the island specifically to join 

the tax discussion were treate roVv caste' citizens who had no right to voice their questions and 
concerns. 
- Inside the SCCA Manson's Hall Friday market, vendors opposing the tax have been bullied for 
not signing the pro-tax petition. In our society 'strong arming' is threatening and ugly. 



Petitioners - property owning permanent residents. 	:71/c3;/,,ee 
Fred Reedel — 70 + years on-island 

Jack Wills — 35 

Gillian Fast — 25 

Wendy Legare — 37 " 

- absent at time of signing 

PAS 313 

We consider these to be significant breaches of ethical behaviour, and a disrespectful lack of 
concern for our basic fundamental rights and freedoms, therefore: 
The SCCA organization should not be entitled - a) to have access to property tax monies 
through a hall tax, or b) have a referendum vote to decide the issue by our local government, 
the Strathcona Regional District. 

- As worded the pro-tax Petition below includes all Halls; it gives a misleading impression of the 
facts - The Whaletown Community Club/WCC and the Klahoose First Nation have not given 
their assent to be included in this Petition. The only recipient of tax funds would logically be the 
Southern Cortes Community Association who by Resolution wants the tax and Referendum. 

We oppose the "Petition to the Strathcona Regional District supporting funding of the Cortes 
Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a Referendum, thereby knowing the 
wishes of the Cortes community residents and property owners. I am a resident and/or property 
owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years of age or older." (There is no space for house Addresses). 

It is hoped the Strathcona Regional District Board members will without undue haste deliberate 
wisely, and decide in favour of our counter petition. 

Sincerely, 

Letter cc: Klahoose First Nation 
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Address Contact Info Printed Name 
Signature (18 yrs 

or !der 

The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition Too  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

0'  
b 5 	tic-64&)A 516 cd Adepatol lerzrz r 6 . Yo)(*14/ (;s),.hAt",,,tz.; 1 	dit - 

Al 4 A 	Ii NOAJE ' 	6/tiRI aTav I aY Ai A 0 136 „ 

/NAIL:- .2 kiDizy 0.ekikv6--T-Oit Eiy 2, 4 ecv‹, oUTO- 

gfi/tOk . 0  Yak 171.<)&14 ,.- 4 go.xalv 1/, 	, 	/// • 

---IN-;y ThA (11-(- 14e\-3," 6„ o) ,;-D1 `f 

;To oef 1k4cafr7+ 14- f,  3 liu-i.evo 	, Olvie-von 93--1 - /4,6 E1 r;77 (z-(;c1- 

l - 'm 	/I /- g,,,( 	arMCad-  11-1- 36-xv V 1'e-co 	It)Attlekiort ”5--- 4  6 g'2) (./..----  

VI 	1 	' I  a 	/4 (.2450 435 -0/ 35  ZAPW.lir  

H:tc:gliC-C_ 61---X-rue-  939 1 shte 	6g), 	. a5e-_, g,v3 i q q,ct e-----L------------- 

CA'-f- 1-.- 	4--)cf-4-S 7 / .- 	ier.,c,,,,-i 	ocJ ,(5'‹ 	q$5 —6135 

p4-,yc- ---- 	• . 5 	3q--/7a5 ,__— _ 
rc17.1__ tE'°`-k 

,c,,t4-)is 	iriA-  lc 4_,ici volodc_lovv 0 	co Pidx 2C( 61,  4-rd 



utst 2- 0 17 , 

The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To:  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature 8 yrs 

or of 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

     

      

Petition To undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

   

    

taxation; nor  do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To:  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a  Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To ▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 	 

     

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or of 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

Petition To•  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info Signature (18 yrs 
or older 
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Petition To: 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  
undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Address Contact Info Printed Name 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor  do we support a Referendum on this issue. 	 

Printed Name Address 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older) Contact Info 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To ▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 



Petition To 

AMILLS+ 

The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  
▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Address Contact Info Printed Name 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To:  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 	 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To: 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  
undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a  Referendum on this issue. 

Address Contact Info Printed Name Signature (18 yrs 
or older 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

Petition To: undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a  Referendum on this issue. 	  

        

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To: 
The Strathcona Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  
undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support_a Referendum on this issue._ _ 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 	 

        

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

• undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation;  nor  do  we  support a Referendum  on this issue. 

       

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older) 
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The  Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

 

Petition To , undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
I do NOTp_p_cyncAof the Cortes Community Halls through  

 

  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 
visz3 

Printed Name 
	

Address 
	

Contact Info 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we  support a Referendum on this issue.  	  

    

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

Petition To II  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

     

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 

     

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older .. 	... 	__ _ _... 	. 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the 

 

Petition To ▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a Referendum on this issue. 	 

       

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

r older 
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Petition To 
The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

▪ undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support a  Referendum on this issue. 	 

           

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 
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The Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors. We, the  

Petition To.  undersigned, being Cortes Island residents and/or property owners 
• do NOT support funding of the Cortes Community Halls through  

taxation; nor do we support  a  Referendum on this issue. 	 

Printed Name Address Contact Info 
Signature (18 yrs 

or older 
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Sue Steuart

From: Andy Ellingsen <susandy@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 2:02 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Tom Yates
Subject: funding for community halls

 
Board of Directors and tom Yates 
Strathcona Regional District 
 
I have been involved in the petitioning here on Cortes to secure a referendum to vote on the tax to 
support halls, so it goes without saying that I am a strong supporter.  In addition to previous reasons 
for maintaining our community buildings is the threat of catastrophic events.  Arenas, schools and 
other large public facilities are frequently prepared to accommodate people who for one reason or 
another---eg--- fire, flood, earthquake or other accident are in need of temporary shelter. The 
Manson's hall has recently been equipped with a new commercial kitchen, thanks to a one time grant, 
and would be the shelter of choice in a situation like this.  Please add this to the many other 
considerations when forwarding our request for a referendum to support our public buildings.  
Respectfully, Sue Ellingsen  250 935 6545 
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1423 Milstead Road 
P.O. Box 52 
Whaletown BC VOP 1Z0 

August 20, 2017 

Board of Directors 
Strathcona Regional District 
301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River BC V9W 7Z8 

AUG 1 3 2017 

Strathcona Regional District 

To the Members of the Board of Directors: 

I am writing this letter in support of a referendum on Cortes Island for a property tax levy to 
support the activities of the island's community halls. 

We are well beyond the point where volunteer work and fundraising activities can meet the 
regular fixed costs of running the community halls and community clubs on Cortes Island. 
Moreover, in recent years the regulations of the Gaming Fund have expressly forbidden the 
paying of support staff in the community halls and in the boards of the community clubs while at 
the same time the tasks required to run a community hall or community club require more and 
more specialized skills, such as acquiring and managing grants and following formal accounting 
procedures, just to mention two areas where professional expertise is required. 

Inasmuch as the community halls provide extremely valuable services to the community they 
serve, it is only right that they have the financial wherewithal, on a stable and continuing basis, to 
fulfill their mandates. 

As an island resident and regular volunteer for the community halls and their clubs, I am, 
therefore, fully in support of holding a referendum on Cortes Island on the issue of levying a 
property tax to help finance their activities. 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Henbury 



Ray & Nancy Kendel 
1339 Red Granite Road 

Box 311 
Manson's Landing, BC VOP 1K0 

250-935-8508 
n_kendel@uniserve.com  

August 22, 2017 

Board of Directors 
Strathcona Regional District (SRD) 
#301 990 Cedar St. 
Campbell River, BC, V9W 7Z8 

Re: Hall Tax for Cortes Island 

AUG 2 6 2017 	ti 

Strathecria  

We are writing to express our support for the initiation of a tax to help fund community halls 
on Cortes Island. We feel the halls are the heart of the community and need the 
consistent core funding that tax dollars would provide. Grant money, when available, is 
typically program based. But this limits what the funding can be used for and is unreliable. 
Often it cannot be used for hiring staff and paying the bills just to keep the doors open. 
The current buildings are old and though upgraded require significant maintenance. 
Insurance costs have also risen significantly. We want to be sure the halls remain the 
vibrant part of the community they were. 

We support a referendum to be held on Cortes on this issue. We understand that there 
are two forms of taxation — rate based or by a parcel tax (similar to the tax for garbage 
pick-up). We would request that a clearly written information package on the tax options 
and referendum questions be distributed on Cortes prior to the referendum. 

We would be happy to provide any further clarification and look forward to hearing from 
you regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

CLAN-C.1 -S • ke-v-C.S4 

Nancy & Ray Kendel 

Cc: 	Noba Anderson, Regional Director - Cortes Island 
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Sti,73th a ..yir ct 

The Board of Directors 
Strathcona Regional District 
301 - 990 Cedar Street, 
Campbell River, B.C. V9W7Z8 

To the Members of the Regional District Board 

The Whaletown Hall and Manson's Hall are urgently in need of tax dollars to continue 
their work for the community here on Cortes Island — therefore I, as a member of the community, 
strongly support the need for a referendum regarding levying a tax on properties on Cortes Island 
for the purpose of supporting the Community Halls. 

Sincerely, 

Catharine A. Bushe, 

1423 Milstead Road, 
P 0 Box 52, 
Whaletown, B.C, VOP1Z0 
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Board of Directors 	 jfkugust 23, 2017. 
Strathccna 	11 istrict 

Strathcona Regional Distric 	 Lary Cork, 
Box 253, 

#301 990 Cedar Street, 	 Manson's Landing., 
Cortes Island, BC. 

Campbell River, B.C. V9W 7Z8 	 VOPIKO. 

Dear Regional Directors: 

I would like to give my support to a referendum whether to financially agree to 

a tax for the Cortes Island Community halls. 

I have been a home and land owner on Cortes for over twenty years and 

during that time I have been a volunteer and president of the 

Cortes Community Health Association and recently have served on the 

board of the Cortes Community Radio Society as a volunteer board member 

and as its president. 

Manson's Hall has been a major centre for activities on Cortes Island 

and as such needs ongoing financial support. 

With my involvement as a volunteer, and assisting in obtaining grants, I am well 

aware that most grants cannot be used for salaries of employees. This is a major 

difficulty for the operation for non-profit organizations. 

In my opinion a referendum is necessary to ensure that a true democratic 

process is followed. 

This is a major issue on Cortes and I believe it can be best settled by a referenduin. 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gary Cork 
rci,-7_, 
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Board of Directors 
Strathcona Regional District 
# 301 - 990 Cedar St.Campbell River, B.C. 

v9w 7Z8 

3C-sc oNt4N 
Ruth Zwickel 

P.O. Box 81 
Manson's Landing, B.C. 

VOP 1K0 

Regarding a possible referendum on funding of Community 
Halls. 

I am in favor of a referendum for Area B (Cortes Island) 
Strathcona Regional District to be held as soon as possible 
with a question of a possible parcel tax or other useable 
method of funding to support the functioning of our community 
halls. There is a sad lack of funding at the present time. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Ruth Zwickel 



Board of Directors, 
Strathcona Regional District, 
4301 990 Cedar St.. 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 

To Ole Board of Directors: 

its someone someone who has lived on Cortes Island for almost 20 years, I would like to express my support for 
the idea of financing our Hall (Manson's Landing) with our taxes, and/or if necessary a referendum to 
put this vote in motion. 

I have spent many years working as a volunteer on Cortes, including on the Board of the Seniors 
Society and the committee for Seniors Helping Seniors, which regularly hosts lunches for seniors at the 
community Bail. 

The Hall has been the centre and heart of our community, for all kinds of activities and ongoing 
programs, meetings, theatrical productions, seniors bowling, mothers and tots groups, and so on, some 
of which depend on grant money or donations. Most grants unfortunately do not cover the salaries of 
the people who work at the Hall to keep it running smoothly - manager, cleaners, and so on. There are 
also the issues of things needing repair and maintenance, not all of which can be covered by grant 
moneys. 

I wonder about the future of our Hall, and therefore our community, if things continue the way they are. 
I see no alternative but to put a certain amount into the Hall annually from our taxes, the amount being 
within reason, and enough to cover salaries and the other items mentioned above. Grant money could 
continue to be applied for to cover programs and similar costs not covered by taxes. 

I believe there is a good deal of support for this idea which was not expressed when this issue was 
raised a couple of years ago. The voicing of this support did not reach the Regional Board at that time, 
which is why I am writing this now. 
And for the Community to have a fair chance to represent itself, I am therefore in favour of a 
referendum. 

Thank you for your attention. 

i nore Harwood, 
553 SUsreen Road, 
Cortes Island, 
%%OP !KO 

W. fki,.. 
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Sue Steuart

From: John Mottishaw <jm@nibs.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 02, 2017 9:33 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Cortes Island community halls need steady funding

Dear Directors, 
 
Ever since we first arrived on Cortes Island in 1972 the Manson’s Landing Community Hall has been 
an important  to us. We have seen it evolve and grow from a one-room building with an outhouse for 
such events as dances and civic meetings to a community centre with activities and services for all 
ages including modern public restrooms and a convenient post office.  Over the years, services 
started in Manson’s Hall have outgrown the available space and needed their own facilities, including 
the doctor’s office, regional library, food coop and Cortes radio as well as a credit union and North 
Island College office. Mansons hall has been and should continue to be an incubator for enterprises. 
 
Barrie and I are no longer full-time residents but still maintain a home here. We do not qualify for 
home owners grants or to vote in elections. Even though we pay property taxes at the highest rate, 
we strongly feel that adding a mill rate to our bill is something we are comfortable with. Cortes is no 
longer a place where a bake sale or other voluntary fund raising effort can be relied on to provide a 
solid fiscal footing into the future. We strongly urge everyone who values Cortes community halls to 
support a capped mill rate tax on property to provide essential support.  
 
John and Barrie Mottishaw   
 
 



1

Sue Steuart

From: Noba Anderson <nobaanderson@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 02, 2017 8:41 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Fwd: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors
Attachments: Image (10).jpg

Edith 
Trying again 
Attached this time? 
For the sept board 
Thanks, Noba 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nancy & Ray <n_kendel@uniserve.com> 
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2017 
Subject: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors 
To: nobaanderson@gmail.com, boardchair@strathconard.ca 
 

Please find attached a letter to be distributed to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors.   

Thanks, Ray & Nancy Kendel 

 
 
 
--  
Noba Anderson 
250-935-0320 
 





Sincerely, 

Beth Mapper 
337 Sawmill R.a• 
Whaletown, BC 

September 4, 2017 

Board of Directors 
Strathcona Regional District 
#301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River, BC 
V9W 7Z8 

rn) 

f 
I 
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\ 	SEP 1 1 2017 

Strathcona RAionai District 

Dear Sirs and Madams: 

Re: Referendum for Cortes Island Hall Tax 

I have lived on this island for 15 years and enjoy the strong community that we have here. In order to 
keep our community halls running and up to date with standard rules and regulations, I strongly 
support a referendum. 
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Sue Steuart

From: Howie Roman Bernice McGowan <bh.mcroman@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 04, 2017 7:52 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Island Community Halls

Hi, 
    Just a note to let you know that as very long term   
 residents of Cortes Island we fully support  taking the hall funding issue to referendum.Let's settle this once 
and for all. 
      thank you, 
           Howie Roman 
           Bernice McGowan 
 
    
  
 

 

Virus-free. www.avg.com  
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Sue Steuart

From: Stephen Moyse <darienhill@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Sunday, September 03, 2017 1:31 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Hall funding - Cortes Island

I fully support an increase in my property tax to contribute to stable funding for Cortes Island 
community halls, primarily Manson’s, but including Gorge as well. 
 
I am a permanent resident of Cortes Island, and have been so since 2008. 
 
Stephen Moyse 
Cortes Island, BC 
darienhill@twincomm.ca 
250-935-6769 
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Sue Steuart

From: Stephen Moyse <darienhill@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Sunday, September 03, 2017 1:31 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Hall funding - Cortes Island

I fully support an increase in my property tax to contribute to stable funding for Cortes Island 
community halls, primarily Manson’s, but including Gorge as well. 
 
I am a permanent resident of Cortes Island, and have been so since 2008. 
 
Stephen Moyse 
Cortes Island, BC 
darienhill@twincomm.ca 
250-935-6769 
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Sue Steuart

From: Colin Robertson <colin@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 10:49 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Proposed Cortes Island Community Centre Tax.

To the Strathcona Regional District Board 
 
I have lived and owned property at Manson’s Landing for over 30 years and wish to voice my support 
for a community centre tax. It’s time. 
Yours 
Colin Robertson 
483 Sutil Point Rd., 
Manson’s Landing. 
250 935 6549 
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Sue Steuart

From: Jason V. <jvenet@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 8:38 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Cortes Is -Hall Tax Referendum

Dear Strathcona Regional District Representatives:  

As a property owner on Cortes, I signed the petition in support of a referendum.  I would ask that you please 
consider the following two suggestions for discussion in the drafting of the referendum.   
 
1.   Strike any limits on the total funds collected, ,e.g. "That the total amount collected would not exceed 
$79,000 per year".    
 
In addition to unnecessarily limiting additional funding where/when available this provision ignores that 
possibility that land use / zoning changes, for example, could result in more parcels owned by more people in 
the future on Cortes.   This would, in theory lead to more intensive use of community facilities without the 
corresponding funding.    

2.  Add a provision that limits the amount the tax can be raised in the future, e.g. maximum tax may be up to 
but not over $100 per parcel -without another community wide referendum.  

Limiting future tax hikes may help garner more support for the current referendum, given that some in the 
community see this as a door that once open, will inevitably lead to unlimited tax rate hikes down the road.  

Thank you for your work and consideration of the above.  

All the best,  

Jason Veneotulis 
775 Gorge Harbour Rd.  
Cortes Island 



1

Sue Steuart

From: Jo-Anne Thompson <whaletownknitter@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 11:34 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes.petition for hall funding thru taxes

Garry N Heathcote of 1445 Carrington Bay was recently approached to sign a petition for a referendum to add a 
tax to cover costs of maintaining community halls on Cortes.  He was confused with the fast talk and only 
afterward he realized he had signed the wrong petition.  Is adamantly opposed to any additional tax to cover 
this.  When he phoned to have his name removed he was told it was only a vote for a referendum not for the tax 
itself so there was no need to remove his name.  He has subsequently signed the no vote.  If possible to correct 
this at your end it would be appreciated.   
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Sue Steuart

From: Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 10:51 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Luka
Subject: Hall Tax letter to the board
Attachments: Ashe Biela's letter re hall tax.doc

Hello Admin Team 
 
Ashe emailed me from out of the country asking that I submit her letter to the community posted in tideline to 
the SRD board. Please find it attached here. 
Noba 
 
 
--  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250-935-0320 
  
  



Hello Cortes, 
 
After reading the most recent Marketer flyer, which has tons of opinions about the hall tax, I want to share my 
personal experiences. I have lived on Cortes about 12 years, own property, and have volunteered hundreds of 
hours here. I sat on the WCC board for 3 years. The first year I joined because it was falling apart, and I felt it 
was my time to give back. There was nobody who wanted to be on the board and due to circumstances the hall 
was about to shut down.  My first realization was that things were so broken because of the previous "drama" 
with the proposed hall taxes. It created much division and hurtfulness in our community. An entire WCC board 
before me had resigned, folks had moved off Island because of it, and friendships were destroyed. I guess its a 
hot topic. There was no energy at the hall, most people just wanted to avoid it because it had been so toxic. 
The following 2 years I was president on the WCC board. We secured 2 grants and did amazing renovations on 
the place. This was not easy. It proved so challenging and taxing to board members and was only successful 
because we had some fabulous, committed, community-minded people who kept moving forward with it, and 
who became so incredibly burnt out by the workload of it. I will never be involved with grants again, its not 
FREE money and it's exhausting.  
 
The only constant in life is change, and life evolves. This is not the Cortes it was 20 years ago, or 50 years ago, 
or 100 years ago. The Gorge hall barely stays afloat year by year. The costs to run a community hall are great. 
We have insurance, heating, maintaining food safe kitchen,  bi-weekly water and well testing, septic tanks 
needing to be emptied, and general maintenance to the building. This is all run on volunteer time. I realized 
early on it's a very frail thread which holds it all together, and just barely. The grants are never a 
guarantee...and any given year we can be denied (not out of laziness, but because that is the nature of grants). 
Not to mention the hundreds of volunteer hours it takes to write grants, and the general unenthusiam of 
volunteers who are willing to endure such tedious and boring tasks.  If we ever are to not receive the annual 
grant money, its 100% guarantee that the hall would close down. Volunteers? Ample fundraising opportunities? 
My experience on the board was that they are few and far between. There is not much satisfaction sitting on a 
board that can barely finance the hall from month to month. If we had an annual bit of extra funds to pull from, I 
believe we would attract more volunteers because it would be more inspiring to help shape and create 
community programs. Right now it is bare bones survival tactics.  I believe that without the hall taxes our 
community halls will be shut down in a few years time. I may not have a need for the parents and tots program 
personally, but I do recognize that its programs like these that shape Cortes into the supportive and kind 
community I feel honored to live in.  
 
There were 16 babies born this year on Island, Cortes still continues to be a young, diverse, supportive 
community. The youth raised here go into the world wanting to help, they are empathetic, kind, and stunningly 
beautiful. Our elders are treated with respect and taken care of here.  The whales have returned for their 3rd 
year, after having been missing for the last 30. We live in a special place, let's take care of each other. Let the 
small things go. 
 
I stand with community. 
I stand with Hall taxes. 
-Ashe Biela 
(I am speaking for myself, not for the WCC board) 
 



 
 
 
                                                                     
September 5 2017 
 
Strathcona Regional Board 
Strathcona Regional District 
301-990 Cedar Street  
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 
 
Dear Strathcona Regional District Board  
 

       The Southern Cortes Community Association (SCCA) is a Registered Charity incorporated 
under the Societies Act. The primary mission of the Society is to provide services, programs and  

   community facilities to Cortes islanders.  
       At the recent AGM on August 9 2017, the membership passed the following Motion: 
 

       That the SCCA Membership support a SCCA Board request to Regional Director Noba   
       Anderson and the Strathcona Regional District Board to initiate a referendum process  
       for funding of Cortes Island Community Halls through property taxation. 
 
         A citizens committee formed to gather signatures to determine community interest in a 
consultative process leading to a service establishment Referendum. The petition reads: 
 
I STRONGLY SUPPORT FUNDING OUR COMMUNITY HALLS THROUGH TAXATION AND 
REQUEST THAT THE REGIONAL DISTRICT FACILITATE A REFERENDUM NO LATER THAN 
JUNE, 2018 SO AS TO KNOW THE WISHES OF THIS COMMUNITY. 
 
       The residents of Cortes Island indicated strong support for the proposed referendum, with 
458 signatures, including 293 landowners and 84 Whaletown residents. 
 
        Therefore, the SCCA Board of Directors hereby requests that the SRD resurrect the draft 
service establishment bylaw from 2010 and advance it, or a modified version thereof, to a 
referendum allowing the citizen's democratic rights to determine taxation in support of our 
Community Centers. 
 
 

                  Respectfully submitted, 
    Julian Ayers, SCCA President, 
    on behalf of the SCCA Board of Directors, 
    and SCCA members  
 
 
 
                        SOUTHERN CORTES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
                        983 Beasley Road Mansons Landing BC V0P 1K0 
                       250-935-0015     email: mansonshall@gmail.com 
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Sue Steuart

From: sailgirlann@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 4:48 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Community Hall Tax

Dear Ms./Mr., 
 
I would like to resend my signature on a petition I signed in July 2017 . I signed "in favour" of a 
community hall tax on Cortes Island and I would like to change my signature to "against" a 
community hall tax on Cortes Island. I was confused at the time and felt manipulated into signing the 
petition when it was presented to me and I would now like to change my signature from "in favour" to 
"against." 
 
Your consideration is appreciated, 
Ann marie Ikoma 
843 Gorge Harbour, Box 108 
Whaletown, BC V0P 1Z0 
Canada 
   
Phone -250 935-0083 
E-mail- sailgirlann@gmail.com 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Sue Steuart

From: Mary Clare & Bill <mcbw@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 2:58 PM
To: John Sprungman; Email - administration@strathconard.ca; Noba Anderson
Subject: Re: Hall Support Tax
Attachments: Hall Tax.docx

Hi sending to you all. Ashe's letter from Tidelines did not get sent either. She let me know that on her way to 
Poland.  
 
On Sep 6, 2017 2:11 PM, "John Sprungman" <sprungman@twincomm.ca> wrote: 
Hi Mary Clare, 
 
Thank you for your positive comments on Tideline about supporting our community halls. The petition with 
458 signees has been presented to our regional director Noba Anderson and will go to the Strathcona Regional 
Board on Sept. 20th. Individual letters carry more weight than a signature on a petition so I hope you will 
consider writing to the SRD to tell the directors why you support tax funding and that you want the 
opportunity to vote on a specific tax structure to be determined in consultation with the relevant organizations 
and the community at large. Most of the board members will not see what is on Tideline. You can address an 
email to the Strathcona Regional Board at administration@strathconard.ca and copy it to Noba at 
director@cortesisland.com. Emails must be received by the SRD by Sept. 11 to be part of the board’s Sept. 20 
agenda. We’d appreciate a copy via reply to this email. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated! 
 
Cheers, 
 
John Sprungman 
Sue Ellingsen 
Gail Ringwood 
 



Letter to the Regional District 

Hello Regional District 

The funding of our halls is being discussed again, and I have signed a petition in support of holding a 

referendum on whether the RD should be funding them. For the record, I would like the RD to know that 

my family and I, who have lived in this community for more than 20 years, have seen the value of our 

halls, as hubs of the community. Manson’s Hall, and the Gorge Hall are centres of the community 

providing programing, support and a social centre for many in our community.  Klahoose too has a 

thriving community centre, which I understand has a different funding model to be determined by 

Klahoose Governance.  

I would like to see our halls have solid core funding that enables a sense of stability for staffing and 

programing. I support public funding because it is democratic. Decisions about how the funding is 

allocated is done by a broader community base and can be more needs based.   

I believe our society is stronger and healthier when we take care of each other and when there is a 

centre for community support and programing. Whether or not I take advantage of the support and 

programing, that it is there for those who do, benefits me because I as an individual benefit from being 

part of a healthy community.  

I am happy to be paying Income Tax and Property Tax however it is frustrating to have so little say in 

how those funds are distributed. In general I would like to see my taxes go toward social programs and 

infrastructure rather than say… propping up the military/industrial complex or say… bailing out banks, or 

say…. Corporate welfare. Public Healthcare and Education are cornerstones of our Canadian Identity and 

though they are not perfect, I believe they mitigate the impact of the gross disparity of wealth that is 

present in our society. Our society would benefit from more of this mitigation.  At the Regional District 

level of governance I believe supporting community centres is a continuation of an ideal to build social 

wellbeing. Yes this is a tax I can stand up for.  

Mary Clare Preston 
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Sue Steuart

From: Stephen Moyse <darienhill@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 5:02 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Hall funding - Cortes Island

I fully support an increase in my property tax to contribute to stable funding for Cortes Island 
community halls, primarily Manson’s, but including Gorge as well. 
 
I am a permanent resident of Cortes Island, and have been so since 2008. 
 
I also support the presentation of a referendum on this topic. 
 
Stephen Moyse 
Cortes Island, BC 
darienhill@twincomm.ca 
250-935-6769 
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Sue Steuart

From: Andy Ellingsen <susandy@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 9:21 AM
To: Tom Yates; Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Letter of support for tax-based support for Cortes Island Community Halls

2017 Sept. 6 
 
Attention SRD Board and Tom Yates 
 
I write this letter in support of a tax based support for the community halls on Cortes.  As President of 
the Cortes Island Seniors Society (CISS)I represent about 135 members, many of whom have 
enjoyed access to the Manson's Hall over as many as 40 years.  The CISS has not had the funds to 
establish their own recreation center, but this has not been a serious problem, since we have had a 
long standing arrangement where we pay an annual rent to the SCCA which has allowed us to have 
our Christmas dinner, weekly bowling, morning exercise sessions, Christmas wreath creation, 
membership and Board   
meetings, and occasionally other activities in the hall.   We have   
found the SCCA to be a responsible and well run society. 
 
The Board of the SCCA has diligently pursued available grants to make improvements to the 
building, and several of those have been for the benefit of the seniors using the facilities.  Some of 
those improvements are lever handles on faucets, lever door handles, and access ramps for those 
with limited mobility.  Many other improvements have been made, mostly with the acquisition of grant 
monies for specific projects. These projects and grants demand detailed applications with uncertain 
results, more accounting and reporting, all of which have proven difficult for volunteer Directors. 
Grants which cover operating costs (heating, electricity, insurance, bookkeeping etc.) have become 
much less available. 
 
We are aware that many community centers in the SRD are supported by taxes, and we are 
particularly aware of the bustling well run center on Quadra, which I understand has had tax support 
since the mid 80's. 
 
I was the secretary for the SCCA for about 8 years, until about 10 years ago.  At that time we were 
managing---just, to get by with available money.  For at least the last 5 years the Board of the SCCA 
has been spending more time trying to figure out how to pay the ongoing operating bills than they 
have spent time on programing and creating new opportunities for the residents here. Volunteers 
should not have to put all their energy there------into raising money for operating costs.  The result 
has been that people join the board, find out how difficult it is to carry on, get tired of begging for 
money from this community and quit.  The end result has been somewhat unstable boards for the last 
while. 
 
To sum it up---the community halls are the hubs of activity on this island.  They add charm to the 
place.  They are the places where things happen----much like the church halls of days past.  To have 
these centers of community life closed for lack of funding would in my opinion be criminal. 
 
 
Sue Ellingsen 
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President 
Cortes Island Seniors Society 
Ph  250 935 6545 
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Sue Steuart

From: CJ Lewis <cjlewis965@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:39 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Against the Hall Tax

Dear Administrators at the Strathcona Regional District, 
 
I signed the "No" petition against the hall tax for a number of reasons. Firstly, the taxes here on 
Cortes are quite high already, given its rural location and that not very many services are offered 
for those taxes. Prior to purchasing on Cortes, my husband and I looked at many rural acreages in a 
variety of areas in BC, none of which had taxes anywhere near as high as here. Also, I fear that 
once this tax is in place, it will grow to encompass other things and will just increase and increase 
exponentially. Last week we were told it would be $35.00 annually. It has already climbed to 
$85.00.  
 
Prior to having a referendum which will cost thousands of dollars, there should be a lot of public 
consultation, in my opinion, and other measures ought to be considered closely such as charging a 
realistic rate for the use of the halls, for example. The halls here can apparently be rented for next 
to nothing. Those rates should be more reflective of what the actual costs are rather than practically 
being given away. A weekly bingo has also been proposed as one example of a fund-raising 
measure with a history of success.  
 
Perhaps most importantly, I have serious concerns about our Regional Director's practices and 
wonder what her role would be in the distribution of these funds? There are disquieting rumors 
here about whether money is being used responsibly and whether it is being or will be spent on 
"pet" environmental causes without the knowledge or consent of tax payers. We have discovered 
that it is a bit like the Wild West here. I'm not sure that throwing more money into the mix will 
actually benefit the community in any measurable way. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carol Lewis 
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Ragional L, ,stnc, 

Chris Napper' 
337 Sawmill Rd. 
Whaletown, B.C. 
VOP1Z0 
7th Sept. 2017 
250-935-6864 
email;  12pheonix(&,gmail.com  

SCRD board 
301-990 Cedar St. 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W7Z8 

Re; proposed Cortes Island Hall referendum. 

Dear Members of the Board, 
I would like to express my support for core funding, by local taxation,for the Cortes Island Community 
Halls, to be determined by a proposed referendum. 
The halls have struggled for many years, to provide a tremendous variety of programs and activities, 
which encompass all ages,here on Cortes, but without being able to successfully budget around a 
reliable financial base . Donations, grants, and other applied for, "free" monies, are all well and good, 
but do not allow for continuing, fiscal planning around a secure base. 
I believe that the Cortes community itself, can, and should, be the source of this reliable, monetary 

base, via local taxation, to allow the Hall committees to continue to serve the people of the Island. 
Thank you, 
Chris Napper, (prope owner). 
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Sue Steuart

From: Carrie Saxifrage <carrie@saxifrages.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 5:28 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca; Noba Anderson
Subject: Referendum on a tax to support the community halls

Dear Regional District staff and directors, 
 
I write in support of a property tax assessment to generate funds that will provide operational funds 
for Cortes Island's community halls. I am a full time resident and owner of three Cortes Island 
properties. 
 
In my preference, it would be an uncapped mill rate. This seems the best way to put the expense 
upon those best able to pay and most likely to financially benefit in so far as community vitality 
supports our property values. I suggest uncapped so that we don't have to go through the difficult and 
time consuming process of obtaining sufficient tax support for the halls on an ongoing basis. 
 
However, I will support any tax. 
 
I am not going to list all of the benefits that the community halls bring to the island community. Suffice 
it to say that they are multitudinous, deep and one of the reasons I feel so fortunate to call Cortes 
Island my home. 
 
With appreciation for your good work, 
 
Carrie Saxifrage 
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Sue Steuart

Subject: FW: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors

 

From: "Nancy & Ray" <n_kendel@uniserve.com> 
To: "SRD Board Chair" <schair@strathconard.ca> 
Subject: FW: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors 

First time failed to go to chair... 
  

From: Nancy & Ray [mailto:n_kendel@uniserve.com]  
Sent: August 23, 2017 11:57 AM 
To: 'nobaanderson@gmail.com' <nobaanderson@gmail.com>; 'boardchair@strathconard.ca.' 
<boardchair@strathconard.ca.> 
Subject: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors 
  
Please find attached a letter to be distributed to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors.   
Thanks, Ray & Nancy Kendel 
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Sue Steuart

From: Michael Hoskin <mimahoskin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:21 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Referendum

The Regional District Board 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
I am a property owner on Cortes Island. I am writing to express my wish for a referendum on the 
taxation issue for community halls.  This is the only way that the opinion of the community as a whole 
can be heard. I also believe that any community meeting on this issue should be run by the Regional 
District. 
 
Yours truly 
 
Michael Hoskin 
 
1372 Salal Road, Whaletown 
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Sue Steuart

From: Mary-Lu L <ml45peacerose@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 11:49 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Tax Support for our community halls

Yes.. as a full time resident for twenty two years on Cortes I understand fully the intrinsic value our community 
halls play in our lives as we hold down the rock through out the long and dark winter months. It is the hall that 
remains open for us to utilize for our programs and comradry when all else closes down for financial reasons. It 
becomes imperative that we maintain our community support system via our community halls during these 
times and that they be fiscally able to do so.  
 
It is apparent that infrastructure is adamantly necessary for this to occur. As we are all aware, our expenses with 
say hydro, have greatly increased over recent times. Older ways of financing our halls are no longer possible.  
 
I. therefore, as a single elder am only too happy to share my income via the taxation system to help make this 
happen. 
 
Yours truly, 
Mary-Lucy Lorenson 
 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  

 



Letter to the Regional District 

Hello Regional District 

The funding of our halls is being discussed again, and I have signed a petition in support of holding a 

referendum on whether the RD should be funding them. For the record, I would like the RD to know that 

my family and I, who have lived in this community for more than 20 years, have seen the value of our 

halls, as hubs of the community. Manson’s Hall, and the Gorge Hall are centres of the community 

providing programing, support and a social centre for many in our community.  Klahoose too has a 

thriving community centre, which I understand has a different funding model to be determined by 

Klahoose Governance.  

I would like to see our halls have solid core funding that enables a sense of stability for staffing and 

programing. I support public funding because it is democratic. Decisions about how the funding is 

allocated is done by a broader community base and can be more needs based.   

I believe our society is stronger and healthier when we take care of each other and when there is a 

centre for community support and programing. Whether or not I take advantage of the support and 

programing, that it is there for those who do, benefits me because I as an individual benefit being part 

of a healthy community.  

I am happy to be paying Income Tax and Property Tax however it is frustrating to have so little say in 

how those funds are distributed. In general I would like to see my taxes go toward social programs and 

infrastructure. Public Healthcare and Education are cornerstones of our Canadian Identity and though 

they are not perfect, I believe they mitigate the impact of the gross disparity of wealth that is present in 

our society. Our society would benefit from more of this mitigation.  At the Regional District level of 

governance I believe supporting community centres is a continuation of the ideal to build social 

wellbeing.   

As a member of a family with two incomes, with steady work, and owning my own home I recognize 

that I am among an ever dwindling privileged group and I believe I have a responsibility to contribute to 

the wellbeing of society as a whole.  

Mary Clare Preston 
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Sue Steuart

From: Marlene <marhoskin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:45 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Referendum for taxation of the halls

Dear Sirs; 
I am a property owner on Cortes. I think a referendum should be held on this issue. Any meeting held should be run by 
the District as things have got quite contentious in the past. 
 
Marlene Hoskin 
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Sue Steuart

From: Jo-Anne Thompson <whaletownknitter@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 7:51 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No to hall tax on Cortes Island

I have signed the NO petition as I believe a community hall should be self supporting. The fees they charge for 
using these halls for all the functions and the rents for the small business who have an ongoing business located 
within the halls should be calculated to cover the hall expenses. Proper dispersal of said funds is imperative. 
Community support for repairs and upkeep is important. I do not feel a tax is necessary. If we do not support. 
And maintain our community hall we do not deserve to have it. 
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Sue Steuart

From: Jim Murphy <theaerie8@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 12:59 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax Referendum

To members/Directors of the Strathcona Regional Board- 
 
My name is Jim Murphy, and I have been a full time resident and property owner on Cortes for over 
22 years.  Through all of my years here, the community halls have been important centres for people 
of all ages and interests, to come together to participate and share in programs of learning, 
entertainment, civic duties such as elections, community planning, and general meetings with law 
enforcement officers, personal health and wellness classes, theatre productions, and the list goes on. 
We have a fully certified community kitchen at Mansons Hall, and the hall is also available for use in 
times of general emergency with an electrical generation and heating system, as a place of refuge for 
all, in close proximity to the fire hall and Medical Centre.  There are programs for seniors that help to 
keep them engaged with others and, in so doing, stave off the loneliness that can become an issue 
for our elders.  There are many programs for kids of all ages, to engage them in new activities and 
studies to help them grow, participate, and socialize, rather than allow them to descend into some of 
the current pitfalls that can sometimes befall our youth. 
All healthy societies require a commons where its members can come together.  It is who we are as a 
people. 
 
For several years, I was a board member of the SCCA, that oversees the Mansons Hall.  We were 
quite engaged at that time in infrastructure improvements, something that every structure and 
institution, everywhere, has to address occasionally.  We had some very dedicated people come to 
the fore to help with grant writing and obtaining, which enabled us to make the necessary 
improvements to the Hall that are required in this age of ever expanding regulation and oversight. 
However, the board of the hall has occasionally had to struggle, over the decades, to ensure the 
operating expenses were met in order to keep the doors open and the heat on in the winter when 
needed, and there are not the same wealth of options available for that sort of funding.  Sometimes it 
was Gaming grants from the province, but, that seemed fraught with political expediency elsewhere, 
and has proven to Not be a reliable funding source, hence, where we are again today. 
But, at the base, the volunteer efforts of so many in the community, has helped to raise the 
necessary funds to remain functional. 
Unfortunately, we live in an age of greater expense load such as regular water testing, higher fuel 
and energy costs, constantly elevating insurance rates, increased labour costs (in place of many 
tasks that used to be carried out by volunteers, and the offering up of simple materials), etal.  In 
1979, when a major renovation and addition was carried out on Mansons Hall, there was a large 
contingent of community volunteers, and offering of materials, locally produced, that helped the effort. 
We can no longer rely on that source of help in the community.  Volunteerism seems to be on the 
decline in some ways, and then, there is volunteer "burn out"; some tend to contribute more than 
others.  Lots of ideas floated about, but, distractions aplenty to be busy elsewhere and not able to 
help when needed. 
 
A solution: Around 2010, I believe, this issue of taxation for the halls came up and, in a meeting 
sponsored by the SCCA at Mansons, somewhere around 85 % of the voting members, I believe, 
were in support of a well thought out tax structure, to be worked upon by the various organizations 
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concerned, and in concert with the local community as a whole, in order to meet the operating 
expenses of the hall.  From the appearance of the support behind the current petition being 
presented to the Strathcona Regional Board, in favour of a referendum on this issue, and in most of 
my conversations with local people here on Cortes, that sentiment persists even more so today.  As 
in any true democracy, it is the will of the people that should determine the course to be taken, after 
proper consultation; the costs incurred to ensure that vote is carried out, is merely the small price of a 
fair and democratic society. 
 
With kind regards, 
Jim Murphy 
250-935-8588 
 
P.S.  Please keep me informed of any meetings when this issue will be discussed, and an opportunity 
to speak is available at those meetings. 
I will be there.          E&OE 
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Sue Steuart

From: stillcloudhidden <stillcloudhidden@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 4:48 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No Hall Tax for Cortes Island

We reject the idea of a parcel or property tax to fund community hall(s) here on Cortes. 
Many property owners will have to pay a tax but are not eligible to vote in a referendum on this issue. 
On my road, there are 19 properties. fully 11 of the property owners (more than half) will not be able to have a 
vote because they are not full time residents of this area. 
Further, there has been no proper public discussion on this subject, our Regional Director is merely resurrecting 
the already rejected proposition of 7 years ago. 
We do not want to be bullied again, and again firmly reject this proposed tax. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jack Wills 
Resident and property owner 
Whaletown 
 
--  
I am currently experiencing life at several WTFs per hour. 
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Sue Steuart

From: Erika Samuhelova <seavista@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 4:52 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: NO on hall tax Cortes Island

We reject the idea of a parcel or property tax to fund community hall(s) here on Cortes. 
Many property owners will have to pay a tax but are not eligible to vote in a referendum on this issue. 
On my road, there are 19 properties. fully 11 of the property owners (more than half) will not be able 
to have a vote because they are not full time residents of this area. 
Further, there has been no proper public discussion on this subject, our Regional Director is merely 
resurrecting the already rejected proposition of 7 years ago. 
We do not want to be bullied again, and again firmly reject this proposed tax. 
 
Kind regards, 
Erika Samuhelova 
Resident and property owner 
Whaletown 
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Sue Steuart

From: Doug Hamel <dfhamel1962@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:50 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
i signed a petition that encouraged the need for a referendum on the Manson’s Hall  
taxation matter. It was brought to my attention afterward that the wording made it  
seem that I was signing in favour of this new taxation.  
 
I want to make it clear I am in NO way in favour of taxation for the Mason Hall issue. 
There needs to be a personal user fee implemented as well as better accounting practises 
before considering any thoughts of another taxation. 
 
Please take this into consideration when assessing the need for a referendum. 
 
Thank you, 
Doug Hamel 
 
323 Sawmill Road 
Whaletown, Cortez Island 
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Sue Steuart

From: Donna WhiteSteele <whitesteele@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:25 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Referendum on Cortes

I am not in favour of a referendum. I am on a pension and simply will find ANY increase in taxes a hardship.  
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Sue Steuart

From: cindy gibson <originalcindo@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 7:47 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax NO!

I signed this petition ‐ saying NO! to hall tax, because we pay WAY too much tax already! 
 
Cindy Gibson 
323 Sawmill Rd 
Whaletown BC 
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Sue Steuart

From: Julian Ayers <julianayerslandscape@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 06, 2017 9:53 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Letters of support SCCA
Attachments: Support letter B-SCCA.docx; Support letter C-SCCA.docx; Support letter A- SCCA.pdf

Hello, please find attached 3 letters in support of the SCCA Service Tax Referendum proposal.  
The writers are all property owners. 
 
With thanks, 
Julian Ayers 
President, SCCA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



August 30 2017 

Strathcona Regional Board 
Strathcona Regional District 
301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 

Dear Directors Abram, Adams, Anderson, Babchuk, Colborne, 
Cornfield, Kerr, Leigh, MacDonald, Samson, Schooner, Unger, and 
Whalley: 

As a property owner of Cortes Island since 2005, I humbly request 
that you organize and fund a referendum at the earliest opportunity to 
allow the residents of Cortes Island to vote on supporting our 
community halls with tax funding. 

Manson's Hall and the Gorge Hall are centers of community activity 
on Cortes Island. We live rurally without the usual access to easy 
places to meet and congregate that is afforded urban dwellers. Our 
community halls are the maypoles around which we organize and 
congregate. They are the cornerstones of our shared sense of 
belonging, information and service sharing. 

We need open dialogue with the broader community around a tax 
increase to support our centers. We cannot afford to have our 
underfunded community centers wither through lack of funds without 
even the benefit of discussion and a referendum vote 

I therefore urge you as the board of the SRD to organize and fund 
a referendum to give us that chance. 

Sincerely, 
Priya Huffman, 
468 Sutil Point Road, 
Cortes Island, 
B.C. v0p-1k0 
250-935-6638 



September 2nd, 2017 

Strathcona Regional Board 
Strathcona Regional District 
301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 

Dear Directors Abram, Adams, Anderson, Babchuk, Colborne, 
Cornfield, Kerr, Leigh, MacDonald, Samson, Schooner, Unger, and 
Whalley: 

As a property owner on Cortes Island since 2005, I humbly request 
that you organize and fund a referendum at the earliest opportunity to 
allow the residents of Cortes Island to vote on supporting our 
community halls with tax funding. 

Manson's Hall and the Gorge Hall are centers of community activity 
on Cortes Island. We live rurally without the usual access to easy 
places to meet and congregate that is afforded urban dwellers. Our 
community halls are the maypoles around which we organize and 
congregate. They are the cornerstones of our shared sense of 
belonging, information and service sharing. 

We need open dialogue with the broader community around a tax 
increase to support our centers. We cannot afford to have our 
underfunded community centers wither through lack of funds without 
even the benefit of discussion and a referendum vote 

I therefore urge you as the board of the SRD to organize and fund 
a referendum to give us that chance as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 
Thomas Huffman, 
468 Sutil Point Road, 
Cortes Island, 
B.C. v0p-1k0 
250-935-6638 



September 4, 17 

Strathcona Regional Board 
Strathcona Regional District 
301-990 Cedar Street 
Campbell River, B.C. 
V9W 7Z8 

Dear Directors Abram, Adams, Anderson, Babchuk, Colborne, 
Cornfield, Kerr, Leigh, MacDonald, Samson, Schooner, Unger, 
and Whalley: 

I am the owner of the property at 699 Jeffrey Road in Mansons 
Landing and have owned the property since 2007. I fully support 
the requested referendum and the tax increase for the Community 
Halls. 

Your positive response would be greatly appreciated. 

Yours truly, 

Steven Lippman 
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Sue Steuart

From: thompson@island.net
Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2017 11:25 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: area B proposed hall tax petition validity

To: Electoral Areas Services Committee and Chief Administrative Officer 
Re: Area B proposed ?hall tax? petition validity October 5, 2017 
 
Dear Directors and Chief Administrative Officer Dave Leitch, 
 
I have previously written to the regional directors of the SRD with my concerns on the validity of the 
petition submitted to you for a referendum on a proposed property tax to fund ?halls? on Cortes 
Island.  My primary concern was proof of residency as the petition submitted had no addresses and 
no proof that the people signing the petition were indeed residents of Cortes Island.  Therefore, it was 
with great interest that I read the article in the September 29, 2017 Campbell River Mirror entitled 
?Petition policy has directors going ?around in circles?. 
 
In this article it was stated that Administrative Officer Dave Leitch referred to the Local Government 
Act which says that the regional district is required to ask for full addresses on any petition that would 
influence a decision affecting taxation.  With the Local Government Act in mind, I would strongly 
suggest that the petition in support of a referendum for a ?hall tax? should not be considered a valid 
petition. It most certainly will affect my taxes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Thompson 
 
45 year resident 
1476 Bayview Road 
Whaletown, BC 
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Sue Steuart

From: Peter Winkelmann <peter@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 10:37 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Mansons's Hall Tax

 
 

 
Subject: Mansons's Hall Tax 

 
Dear Members of the Regional Board, 
 
We are Pensioners and property owners and I like to inform you that we are against the proposed 
Hall - Tax to cover the irresponsible budget of the SCCA. 
The SCCA presented us with a long list (21) of Services, Programs and Activities that use the 
Manson's hall. Why can,t those users requested to cover the expanses of this Hall.? 
We live in Whaletown a 20 minute drive from Manson,s Landing and have no use for this Hall. 
Hopefully you will be able to check out these financial problems and the background for them. 
 
              Sincerely yours  Peter and Margarete Winkelmann  
￼ 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Sue Steuart

From: thompson@island.net
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2017 4:25 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Island proposed referendum for a ?hall tax?; another request for my tax dollars
Attachments: Re Cortes Island proposed “hall tax”; another request for my tax dollars.docx

To: Administration Strathcona Regional District and all Regional Directors September 18, 2017 
Re: Cortes Island proposed referendum for a ?hall tax?; another request for my tax dollars 
 
As a 45 year resident and property owner in Whaletown, I am most   
concerned by the rush and push by our Regional Director, the  SCCA    
board, and a small group of SCCA members to secure funding for the community halls on Cortes 
Island with a property tax.  Property owners on Cortes Island pay the second highest tax in the 
Strathcona Regional District with a population of approximately 1100 people including children.  We 
pay a rate higher than Quadra Island with a population of approximately 3000 people.  How can this 
be?  My property taxes will be already increasing due to recent property sales inflated by buyers from 
Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria and the USA.  My taxes have increased by the push from our Regional 
Director for parks and trails.   
  Everything is going up in price but my income is not.  I do not feel that an increase in my taxes 
should be for funding organizations that are private clubs in that membership fees are charged and 
not an ?essential service?. 
 
In the 45 years I have lived in Whaletown and a member and on the executive of the Whaletown 
Community  Club I have contributed hundreds of volunteer hours to both community halls and Cortes 
Island as a whole.  I have not heard from the Whaletown Community Club that they   
need my taxes as well as my time to sustain the hall for the future.    
The hall was here when I arrived and we as a community and concerned members have contributed 
when called.  Our hall has managed its finances to insure that we remain solvent .  It provides 
Whaletown with all we need and can afford.  The WCC is the caretaker of our cemetery, our local 
library, owns the Whaletown School, leases  a small provincial park, provides rental space for 
community and private functions , recitals, yoga, tai chi and other instructors, puts on fundraising 
events and events just for fun.  Our club is as active as it members are and over the years events 
come and go; however it has always provided recreation for the community and it still exists.  Our 
club has not become a business or grown to such a size that our membership cannot support. 
 
A few years after I moved to Cortes, the SCCA built a new hall.  This hall included a playschool, a 
thrift store, a meeting room (the Pioneer Room) where the OAP held meetings free of charge, rental 
space for a post office,  a library, North Island College and over the years many other enterprises.  
This was in the 1970?s when our population was 450 people.  The SCCA has now become a rental 
business and an association that doesn?t seem to be able to run without many paid employees , 
including grant finders and writers.  One does not run a business or a club without a sound financial 
plan and setting financial priorities.  In 2010 they wanted our tax dollars for   
insurance and now lack money for administration costs and a new roof.    
When will ?improvements/growth? be enough?  Grants are not free money.   
What is their ?debt ceiling? and will they have to continue to raise it because of poor financial 
management:  $10 000 front door?  Grants that always involve increased administration costs? : and 
now my tax dollars for survival.  How did it survive in the 70?s, 80?s. 90?s, and the first decade of 
2000? 
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My hard earned money should go to essential services and not to community clubs. 
Yours truly, 
Lisa Thompson 
 



To: Administration Strathcona Regional District and all Regional Directors 

September 18, 2017 

Re: Cortes Island proposed referendum for a "hall tax"; another request for my tax dollars 

As a 45 year resident and property owner in Whaletown, I am most concerned by the rush and push by 

our Regional Director, the SCCA board, and a small group of SCCA members to secure funding for the 

community halls on Cortes Island with a property tax. Property owners on Cortes Island pay the second 

highest tax in the Strathcona Regional District with a population of approximately 1100 people including 

children. We pay a rate higher than Quadra Island with a population of approximately 3000 people. 
How can this be? My property taxes will be already increasing due to recent property sales inflated by 

buyers from Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria and the USA. My taxes have increased by the push from our 
Regional Director for parks and trails. Everything is going up in price but my income is not. I do not feel 

that an increase in my taxes should be for funding organizations that are private clubs in that 

membership fees are charged and not an "essential service". 

In the 45 years I have lived in Whaletown and a member and on the executive of the Whaletown 

Community Club I have contributed hundreds of volunteer hours to both community halls and Cortes 

Island as a whole. I have not heard from the Whaletown Community Club that they need my taxes as 

well as my time to sustain the hall for the future. The hall was here when I arrived and we as a 

community and concerned members have contributed when called. Our hall has managed its finances 
to insure that we remain solvent . It provides Whaletown with all we need and can afford. The WCC is 
the caretaker of our cemetery, our local library, owns the Whaletown School, leases a small provincial 

park, provides rental space for community and private functions , recitals, yoga, tai chi and other 

instructors, puts on fundraising events and events just for fun. Our club is as active as it members are 

and over the years events come and go; however it has always provided recreation for the community 

and it still exists. Our club has not become a business or grown to such a size that our membership 

cannot support. 

A few years after I moved to Cortes, the SCCA built a new hall. This hall included a playschool, a thrift 
store, a meeting room (the Pioneer Room) where the OAP held meetings free of charge, rental space for 

a post office, a library, North Island College and over the years many other enterprises. This was in the 

1970's when our population was 450 people. The SCCA has now become a rental business and an 
association that doesn't seem to be able to run without many paid employees , including grant finders 

and writers. One does not run a business or a club without a sound financial plan and setting financial 

priorities. In 2010 they wanted our tax dollars for insurance and now lack money for administration 

costs and a new roof. When will "improvements/growth" be enough? Grants are not free money. What 

is their "debt ceiling" and will they have to continue to raise it because of poor financial management: 

$10 000 front door? Grants that always involve increased administration costs? : and now my tax 

dollars for survival. How did it survive in the 70's, 80's. 90's, and the first decade of 2000? 

My hard earned money should go to essential services and not to community clubs. 

Yours truly, 

Lisa Thompson 
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Sue Steuart

From: Ester Strijbos <esterstef@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2017 10:55 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Letter against referendum on Cortes Island

To the SRD board: 
 
As a resident of Cortes Island I ask you to NOT initiate the referendum process as Noba Anderson 
indicates in her online letter to the Cortes community but instead send her back to her community at 
large for consultation on this matter. (see her full letter below) 
 
First of all: her letter to the community should also appear in print, not just online. There are many 
people on the island, specifically older people, that don’t use the internet and have not seen her 
“request that all letters on the matter be addressed to the Strathcona Regional District Board and 
submitted to administration(at)strathconard.ca by Monday, September 11”.  
 
Second: the petition she is bringing to you states: “Petition to the Strathcona Regional District Board 
of Directors supporting funding of Cortes Community Halls through taxation and to this end to fund a 
Referendum, thereby knowing the wishes of Cortes community residents and property owners! I am a 
resident and/or property owner on Cortes B.C. and 18 years or older.” 
 
- It mentions Halls, but the Whaletown Community Club has not had a members meeting regarding 
this matter, nor did they give authority to be included in the petition. Same for Klahoose. 
- It has many signatures of visitors collected at festivals and markets that are not residents nor 
property owners. 
 
Third: There are some serious communication issues: 
- Noba directs a select part of the population to write you on this matter (only the residents that are 
online) 
- Your reply is “Questions regarding matters relating to Cortes Island can be directed towards either 
Alternate Director Mary Lavelle or Director Noba Anderson.” 
- Mary Lavelle has a conflict of interest so is not part of the conversation 
- Back to Noba who directed us to write you on this matter  
 
Director Noba Anderson has not attempted to represent the whole community on this issue (that has 
been talked about behind closed doors since 2015) but instead is forwarding an agenda item she has 
not had any community consultation about, knows was flawed the last time she tried and divided the 
community then and done so again now. 
 
We need to get all the facts, budgets and options on the table to see what is needed and get 
everyone (residents and landowners) together for an open conversation on this topic before anything 
goes to the SRD.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Ester Strijbos 
 
250.204.2116 



2

 
You can find all tax related comments that were sent to the Cortes Tideline here: 
http://www.cortesisland.com/tideline/show40s/Hall_Tax 
 
General News 

Hall Tax Petition & Next Steps 
Noba Anderson 

On September 1st, I received a petition signed by 458 Cortes residence and property owners in support of a community hall tax and 
requesting that the Strathcona Regional District hold a referendum to gauge the Island’s support for the same. I have also received a 
few letters on the issue and I understand more are coming. I would like this to not drag on in either the community or at the Board and 
therefore request that all letters on the matter be addressed to the Strathcona Regional District Board and submitted to 
administration(at)strathconard.ca by Monday, September 11. 
 
So, what’s next? 
 
First, at the September Regional District board meeting I will ask them to follow through on the petition’s request and initiate the 
referendum process so that all qualified voters can have their say. 
 
Second, because a referendum question needs to address the specifics of the proposed tax, we will pick up where we left off this very 
same discussion in 2010 and I will be asking the SCCA, the WCC and the community to review whether the specifics proposed then 
are still what should be voted on now. The last proposed referendum question included five main elements:  
 
1. That the tax be applied to all Cortes properties,  
2. That the tax be in the form of a flat rate parcel tax (meaning every parcel of land pays the same amount) which would not exceed 
$85 per year,  
3. That the total amount collected would not exceed $79,000 per year, 
4. That the funds collected be available to the Southern Cortes Community Association and the Whaletown Community Club, and 
5. That the spending of these funds be limited to *operating and maintaining community hall facilities including enlarging and 
improving such facilities. *‘operating’ shall be limited to core operating expenses meaning electricity, heating, garbage collection, 
telephone and fax, internet services, property taxes and insurance. 
 
If you have a substantive comment on these specific elements you are welcome to contact either community hall group or me. I will 
also be hosting an open public discussion on these specifics in a few weeks.  
 
Third, we should continue the Open-Space dialogue, initiated by the late John Anderson, to address the underlying issues that this tax 
raises in our community. I call upon you to find a host and continue this discussion. I commit to attending. If there is a referendum or 
not, and regardless of how it goes if there is one, these issues will continue to dog us if not addressed. I have attached here the 
invitation to, and results of, that Open Space dialogue from 2010 and my very brief summary thereof. 
 
I will collect questions and publish a Q&A in a couple weeks. 
 
Given the magnitude of events transpiring both locally and internationally I ask that we can hold this issue in perspective and treat 
each other kindly. 
 
Please note that due to my alternate director’s conflict of interest on this matter given her position at Manson’s Hall, I will be 
exclusively handling the hall tax file. Please address all correspondence to me rather than Mary. 
 
In gratitude for all we have,  
Noba Anderson 
Regional Director, Cortes Island 
director(at)cortesisland.com, 250-935-0320 
 

Attachments 

 2010 Open Space Community Meeting notes re Hall Tax (Open_Space_Community_Meeting_Amalgum_from_Aug_2010.pdf) 
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Sue Steuart

From: yifan li <yifan.li.ne@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 5:12 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Support for referendum on hall tax

To the Strathcona Regional Board and Director: 

I am writing to you in support of a referendum on a hall tax for Cortes Island. I believe that our community 
deserves the chance to engage in the democratic process and I believe a referendum will show strong support 
for such a tax.  

I know other petitioners have outlined the financial justification for a hall tax; I'd like to speak to the role that 
community halls play on Cortes Island. Our island's halls provide direct economic and social benefits. I'd like to 
offer just two examples of these benefits.  
 
Many small business operators use the hall as a primary venue to sell their goods. I can think of dozens of small 
businesses on the island that utilize one of the halls as one of their primary venues of business. Without this 
venue, dozens businesses would struggle to re-establish themselves and potentially become nonviable. 
 
The halls also host our island's early childhood education programs. Play groups and preschool programs 
provide valuable opportunities for young children and families to interact, form relationships, and learn. In 
short, these are the places where children begin their lives in the community and form relationships with their 
peers. These are relationships that last a lifetime, and I believe that our community's low rate of teenage 
delinquency is due to healthy and strong peer relationships which the halls are instrumental in facilitating.  
 
I have lived in this community for seven years and have recently started a young family. I am a volunteer 
firefighter, trades-person, and enjoy volunteering my time in the community. I have talked to other young 
families who contribute to the community in many different ways, and we all agree that part of the reason we 
live here is because of the vibrant community life that the halls facilitate. I know I can speak for many in my 
demographic when I say that without the services the halls provide, we would find somewhere else to live, and 
if that were to happen, the community would stand to lose a significant percentage of its skilled workers, 
entrepreneurs, and emergency service workers.  
 
I believe a hall tax is essential to the efficient operation of our community halls and that without community 
halls, Cortes Island is in danger of becoming a retirement and tourism destination instead of a real community. 
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration, 
 
Yifan Li 
 
561 Olmstead Road 
Whaletown, BC V0P 1Z0 
 
250-935-6311 
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Sue Steuart

From: Sheril <sherilanne@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 12:24 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Proposed property tax

To the Strathcona Regional District Board 
 
As per director Anderson's online request to submit our concerns to the SRD by September 11, I 
respectfully request you to consider the following. 
I, as a property owner on Cortes Island, am not in favour of paying for a costly referendum to decide 
whether or not an undefined parcel tax can be attached to my property to pay for a institution that is 
not accountable for the funding it already receives and is also an institution I never attend. 
 
I also feel that Director Noba Anderson has not attempted to represent the whole community in this 
issue but instead is trying to forward an agenda she knows was thwarted the last time she tried and 
divided the community then as well. 
 
With respect, 
Sheril Mathews, 
1493 Carrington Bay Rd. Whaletown.  
V0P-1Z0 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone with love and gratitude.  



1

Sue Steuart

From: AJ Mathews <ajmermaid@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 6:18 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Fwd: Cortes Island Hall Tax once again

 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: AJ Mathews <ajmermaid@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Sep 10, 2017 at 6:15 PM 
Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax once again 
To: administration@strathconard.ca 
 

 
 
  
 To the Strathcona Regional District 
 re:petition for cortes Island Hall tax 
 
 
I am writing with great concern in regards to the validity of the petition that our Regional Director Noba 
Anderson is submitting to you on Monday Sept 11th. 
 
 It is a petition supporting a referendum for a hall tax on Cortes Island that neither  myself or my neighbours 
were in any way ever approached to sign, however I am aware that the group circulating the petition targeted 
social events.   I feel that the petition is not a fair representation of all Island property owners, the tax 
payers.   Furthermore I would like to see our director request factual information i.e the Southern Community 
Club Associations Books as to why they are in dire need of our tax dollars for future sustainability of their 
facilities. 
 I understand that historically there has been overspending of the SCCA.  I am also wondering why the plural 
word of 'Halls' is used,  I don't recall at anytime The Whaletown Community Club  or the Klahoose requesting 
this referendum. 
 
I hear much comparison going on about how well the tax works for the community hall on Quadra Island , there 
really is no  room for comparison, as Quadra has one hall and a much larger and a  more stable population than 
Cortes.     
As a resident of Whaletown I do not use any of the services provided by the SCAA or the services of their 
tenants. 
 
I would like to see our Regional Director focus her attention on issues that will not raise our taxes  ,and shift her 
focus away from community halls,parks,trails etc. 
Our taxes are already the second highest in the SRD.  Why is that I wonder?  
 I would happily pay to have real  internet, high speed internet provided on the already laid fibre optic 
lines.  That I believe is far more essential than excessive spending on a community hall for the southern end of 
Cortes. 
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The bottom line is  I Do Not want a referendum that will result in higher taxes.   I do hope our Regional 
Director Noba Anderson will give fair representation of both sides on this highly stressful situation that has 
caused severe  divisiveness on cortes Island. 
 
Yours Truly, 
Jeannie Mathews 
 
 
  
Jeannie Mathews 
1493 Carrington Bay Rd 
Whaletown B,C 
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Sue Steuart

From: Ian <ianwinter@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 10:07 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Hall Tax

To whom it may concern, 
I am apposed to a referendum on taxing property owners for Cortes island Area B, community halls. 
I own property and am a full time resident of Cortes.  Our property tax costs are already very onerous and an additional 
tax would create hardship for may people.  
NO TO HALL TAX!! 
Sincerely 
Ian Winter 
477 Sutil pt RD 
Cortes Island 
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Sue Steuart

From: Cathy <cathywinter@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 9:57 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax

Importance: High

To Whom it May Concern              
I am a property owner on Cortes Island, full time 4th generation resident.  I Do not want a referendum to decide on a hall 
tax. I Believe the halls on Cortes should be run through volunteer effort and donations as they have done for decades.  I 
do not want transient residents deciding the tax I am going to pay on my property for the rest of my life.  
Sincerely, 
Cathy Winter 
477 Sutil Pt RD 
Cortes Island BC 
V0P 1K0 
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Sue Steuart

From: Ash All <ashley.zarbatany@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 10, 2017 4:18 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: In Support of Community Halls

Dear Strathcona Regional Board, 
 
I am writing to express my support for a referendum on the implementation of a tax that will be used to help 
fund our community halls. I believe that the implementation of a "hall tax" is in the best interests of our 
community and will contribute to the long term well-being of Cortes Island's resident population.  
 
Our community halls serve a vital function on our island in the absence of other community oriented venues 
and services. The benefits that the halls bring are too numerous to list in full, but I would like to point out just a 
few of the things I have personally experienced since moving to Cortes as a full time resident in 2015.  
 
Winters on Cortes Island can be very isolating and lonely, especially for people who have moved here from 
busier and more socially active places. I personally relocated here from Montreal to start a family with my 
partner who was already well established on the island as a carpenter and a volunteer fire fighter. We chose 
Cortes because we wanted to provide our children with a childhood surrounded by nature and all the benefits of 
a small close-knit community.  
 
Unfortunately, I found the move to be a very difficult adjustment and I suffered from extreme loneliness and 
depression. Eventually, I was able to overcome my sense of isolation by participating in different programs that 
were either facilitated by or at the halls. Participating in kickboxing classes held at the hall helped me to regain 
a sense of confidence and well-being, while joining in the occasional playgroups would help my new baby and 
I connect with other children and parents, decreasing the sense of loneliness that pervaded my first year on the 
island.  
 
This year I am considering joining the belly dancing classes that are held at the hall and joining the singing 
choir. These programs make a real difference in the quality of people's lives and support mental health in ways 
that are often invisible or taken for granted.  
 
I know I am not the only one who has benefited from the programs at the hall. The pre-school, the post office, 
the dances, the benefit shows, the cabarets, the Lip Syncs, the Easter egg hunts, the Christmas fairs, the Friday 
market, and all the other countless programs, events, services, entrepreneurial opportunities and forms of 
entertainment that our halls provide are too substantive to list and are vital to the economic, mental, physical 
and emotional well-being of our community.  
 
Almost every other municipality understands that the overall benefits of community halls merit public funding 
of these resources. And I believe that the majority of Cortes Island residents would agree that these halls are 
worth supporting with our tax dollars. We understand that grants are not a long term financial solution to 
funding community halls and we are willing to pay so that we can live in a place that has strong community 
values.  
 
I hope you will take my letter into consideration while you deliberate on whether to put this referendum 
question on the next ballot. In the interests of democracy I hope you will give residents of Cortes Island the 
opportunity to express our wishes in regards to this question.  
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Sincerely, 
Ashley Zarbatany 
 
561 Olmstead Rd, 
Whaletown, B.C., 
V0P 1Z0 
 
250-935-6311 
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Sue Steuart

From: Mary Clare & Bill <mcbw@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 4:10 PM
To: Noba Anderson
Cc: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Re: Hall Support Tax

That's great, thank you. MC  
 
On Sep 8, 2017 9:18 PM, "Noba Anderson" <director@cortesisland.com> wrote: 
Thank-you Mary Clare 
 
I trust that your attached letter to the community will be received on the next EASC agenda along with my 
Director's report which includes the petition. 
Noba 
 
On Wed, Sep 6, 2017 at 2:58 PM, Mary Clare & Bill <mcbw@twincomm.ca> wrote: 
Hi sending to you all. Ashe's letter from Tidelines did not get sent either. She let me know that on her way to 
Poland.  
 
On Sep 6, 2017 2:11 PM, "John Sprungman" <sprungman@twincomm.ca> wrote: 
Hi Mary Clare, 
 
Thank you for your positive comments on Tideline about supporting our community halls. The petition with 
458 signees has been presented to our regional director Noba Anderson and will go to the Strathcona 
Regional Board on Sept. 20th. Individual letters carry more weight than a signature on a petition so I hope 
you will consider writing to the SRD to tell the directors why you support tax funding and that you want the 
opportunity to vote on a specific tax structure to be determined in consultation with the relevant 
organizations and the community at large. Most of the board members will not see what is on Tideline. You 
can address an email to the Strathcona Regional Board at administration@strathconard.ca and copy it to 
Noba at director@cortesisland.com. Emails must be received by the SRD by Sept. 11 to be part of the 
board’s Sept. 20 agenda. We’d appreciate a copy via reply to this email. 
 
Your support is greatly appreciated! 
 
Cheers, 
 
John Sprungman 
Sue Ellingsen 
Gail Ringwood 
 

 
 
 
 
--  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
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director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250-935-0320 
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Sue Steuart

From: Joanna Karman <jkarman@farmshift.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 11:30 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: FW: Cortes hall tax - more info needed before referendum

Strathcona Regional District Board, 
 
I misspelled your email address on the initial send. Please see my intended correspondence below. 
 
Joanna Karman 
 

From: Joanna Karman [mailto:jkarman@farmshift.com]  
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 9:44 AM 
To: 'director@cortesisland.com'; 'adminstration@strathconard.ca' 
Subject: Cortes hall tax - more info needed before referendum 
 
Director Anderson and Strathcona Regional District Board, 
 
Further to Director Anderson’s Tideline post regarding the Hall tax and next steps, I am compelled to weigh in because I 
believe more information is needed before moving to a referendum.  Presently, I do not believe that I could cast an 
informed vote on whether I support a hall tax.  
 
Before going to a referendum I believe the following information would be very helpful: 
 

1. Updated estimates:  How much does the SCCA presently need from an annual hall tax? How much does the 
WCC need?  The previous estimates of $85/parcel and $79,000 total collection seem too dated (2010) to be 
useful in 2017.  I expect that each organization will need to examine their budgets and provide an estimate of 
their funding requirements from a hall tax.  Not only a current estimate, but also longer term projections of 
their funding needs. 
 

2. Government standards:  If funded by a hall tax, does this mean the halls will need to meet the 
requirements/standards of a government building (e.g. safety, seismic, accessibility, etc.)? If so, what are the 
Regional District’s building requirements/standards for a community hall? Would the halls presently meet these 
standards or will upgrades be needed?  If upgrades are needed, how much will they cost and would they be 
rolled into the tax?   
 

3. Amount of the hall tax per property: Based on updated estimates, how much would a parcel tax be?  What is 
the difference in the amount of the parcel tax if only land‐based properties were taxed vs. taxing both land and 
water‐based properties (oyster leases, docks)?  And lastly, could the tax start out as a ‘voluntary tax’?   

 
I believe that the answers to the above questions would help me make an informed choice about whether I would 
support a hall tax. I would ask that these above questions be included in the Q&A that Director Anderson committed to 
publishing in a couple of weeks. 
 
Please note that I am not in favour of undertaking a referendum (and incurring the associated costs), if I am unable to 
make an informed vote. 
 
Respectfully, 
Joanna Karman 
Resident and property owner 
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1755 Talbot Way, Whaletown 
935‐6906 
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Dietrich Schwarz 
Irmgard Schwarz 
Box 266, 502 Olmsted Rd  
Whaletown BC 
250 935 0245 
dietrich@twincomm.ca 
 
 
September 9th, 20017 
 
To the Strathcona Regional District Board 
 
We write this letter of protest against Ms Noba Anderson’s request to “follow through”, 
in your September meeting, with a petition by certain Cortes Island residents and 
property owners. The petition seeks tax support for funding of two community halls for 
our small population of ~1000 people. In reply, Noba published her taxation plan on the 
website, cortesisland.com, on Sept 4. We saw her plan today and residents without access 
to the internet cannot see it before Friday, Sept 9, if it appears in print at all. Noba 
requests any replies to your board by Sept. 11. This short time effectively eliminates a 
chance for any meaningful debate and community reply. In essence, her plan repeats the 
same question defeated in 2010, without any new attempt of consensus building. If 
adopted it would leave the community divided into different hostile groups, irrespective 
of the outcome. Her request should be rejected for this reason alone. However there are 
other reasons. 
 
Our protest is directed more against the manner of proceedings and the choice of a 
taxation model than the principle of a reasonable tax support for the halls. Noba has 
declared in a public meeting before her last election that she would not reopen the hall tax 
issue. Now she brakes this promise and with it the trust of the community. Consequently, 
there is a new urgency to safeguard against further treachery in form of abusive tax 
spending.  Referenda could be appended to general elections in order to save costs. 
 
Her principal source of input on the hall tax come from the South Cortes Community 
Association (SCCA) and the Whaletown Community Club (WCC), both of which are 
private clubs that represent their private members, not the community. Yet both are 
planned to be recipients of the tax. The WCC has thus far not announced its support for a 
new referendum. 
 
Our strongest objection relates to the choice of a flat rate parcel tax (“meaning every 
parcel of land pays the same amount”). Parcel taxes may be logical for issues relating to 
the subdivision of land, such as accessibility issues. However, the halls are principally 
entertainment centers for people living in households. If an equitable taxation is wanted it 
should be organized along households, not geographic land parcels, e.g. as a flat rate 
household tax. The proposed parcel taxes would be unfair, arbitrary and not equitable 
because Cortes bylaws permit different numbers households on parcels in different zones. 
Thus people sharing large parcels would pay only small fractions of the tax payable by 



most. Remarkably, Noba’s abode is on a large lot shared with households of several 
friends. She claims that her un-elected “alternate director”, Mary Lavelle, cannot 
represent this case because of a conflict of interest. She ignores her own conflict of 
interest in her choice of taxation model. 
 
No doubt, the planned limitations of $85 per year per payer, and $79,000 per year total 
amount collected, can be reached by fairer taxation methods. What is entirely missing in 
her plan is a description how such limitations would be maintained through time while 
costs are changing. Perhaps she simply plans for unspecified and unchecked tax increases 
later. What we need is a mathematically defined plan for the future. 
 
In her article 5 Noba talks about spending limitations to ”operating and maintaining 
community facilities including enlarging and improving such facilities” where “operating 
shall be limited to core expenses, meaning electricity, heating, garbage collection, 
telephone and fax, internet services, property taxes and insurance.”  
This article must be rewritten to indicate what, if anything, cannot be paid with these 
funds. As presented, this list alone seems to be designed for large, unspecified future 
expense and tax increases. Unfortunately one of the planned recipients of the tax 
revenues, the SCCA, has a history of irrational expenditures. E.g. well over $100,000.-  
were spent for a kitchen, without any evident justification or plan of use.  
 
In conclusion, the proposal to be presented to the electorate is fundamentally flawed, both 
in general layout and details. It does not represent a collective opinion of the petitioners 
and does not reflect the wording of the petition. It does not specify the planned usage and 
future size of the tax with sufficient precision for the voters to understand what they vote 
for. We need much more debate and planning before a referendum question can be 
worded properly. This request for a referendum should be denied, or at least replaced by 
a proper useful proposal. 
 
This protest only considers the petition presented to Noba and her plan to forward it to 
you. A large number of residents still reject the entire tax idea and raise the question as to 
why any tax is necessary, history having shown that it is not. How often do we have to 
hold a referendum on the same question? If tax lovers win now, will tax haters be given 
access to a new referendum a few years later? We could play tax ping- pong indefinitely. 
A director should show more leadership and consensus building efforts in an attempt to 
find a viable compromise, compatible with the peace on our island, in a different new 
proposal. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
Dietrich Schwarz    Irmgard Schwarz 
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Sue Steuart

From: Debra T. <debratwhaletown@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 11:54 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Hall tax petition/referendum Area B

To the Strathcona Regional District 
Re: petition for Cortes Island Hall Tax 
 
Director Anderson, Area B, recently published online, an article in which she states that she will 
initiate the referendum process with regard to a hall tax on Cortes Island, due to the submission (to 
Director Anderson) of a petition signed by "458 Cortes residence (sic) and property owners." In 
addition, she requests "that all letters on the matter be addressed to the Strathcona Regional District 
Board and submitted to administration@strathconard.ca by Monday, September 11."  Nowhere in her 
article does the director mention opposition to a hall tax. 
 
Neither myself nor my neighbours were approached to sign this petition, however, I am aware that 
people were approached at public events on Cortes, including markets, festivals and businesses. If 
this petition is to be received by the SRD, it is critical that each signature verified to be from a Cortes 
resident or property owner. I believe you will find otherwise.  I do not want the use of my money and 
tax dollars to be influenced by people who will never pay a hall tax or who do not live here, as was 
the case with the decision making for acquiring the Whaletown Commons property, where many 
supporters both vocal at the community meeting and providing written submissions, were neither 
residents, adults, nor property owners (boaters, children, children who live elsewhere, former 
residents who moved away a decade or more ago).  The cost to tax payers was huge and remains 
so.   
 
The petition received by our director, came soon after the Southern Cortes Community Association 
(SCCA) held their AGM on August 9, a meeting which was advertised through flyers in Cortes 
mailboxes, and was to include a full public discussion regarding a hall tax.  At the meeting, attended 
by 26 people (I understand the SCCA has ~350 members),  those who were not SCCA members 
were initially told they could not enter, then they were told they could enter the room but not speak.  I 
want no part of an organization which operates in this manner and I have no need for the SCCA 
programs nor the services of their tenants.  Although the petition was said to be the work of a few 
residents, outside of the SCCA, I do not believe this to be completely accurate. 
 
If this matter is to go further, it is imperative that the SRD and Director Anderson provide clear facts 
regarding the referendum process, the definition of a parcel if a parcel tax is under consideration (are 
two adjoining lots with one home a single parcel, is one jointly owned property with fifteen homes a 
single parcel, is one lot with permanently occupied maximum allowable dwellings one parcel?), the 
amount of the proposed tax, the means by which a tax can be raised or lowered. In addition, there 
needs to be a public presentation with full disclosure of the SCCA financial records and plans. This 
organization has a proven record of irresponsible spending (hall tax fiasco 2010/2011).  Why budget 
$131 000 (2016) for a kitchen when the hall needs a new roof? Why give Friends of Cortes Island, an 
SCCA tenant, $7 960, when you are struggling to meet basic costs?  Why provide programs that cost 
twice as much to run as they bring in (2016 Summer Youth $21, 980 in expenses, brought in $11, 
646)? If the SCCA was to get funding through taxation, who would they be accountable to?  
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I am not, nor will I ever be, in favour of a hall tax of any kind, for either of the Cortes Community 
Halls.  Our population is too small, our taxes already too high and belonging to these Community 
Clubs is not a prerequisite to residing on Cortes Island.  
 
Debra Thompson 
Whaletown, Cortes Island 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Sue Steuart

From: Charlene Gram <charlenegram42@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 1:28 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Fwd: Cortes Community Halls

 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 

Date: September 9, 2017  

To: SRD Board 
 
Fr: Charlene Gram 
 
Re: Funding for Cortes Island Community Halls 
 
I have owned my residential property at 575 Potlatch Road, Cortes Island since 1992, 25 
years.  My husband and I enjoy Cortes immensely as do our five children and nine 
grandchildren. 
 
My purpose in writing is to ask the SRD Board to commence the process whereby Cortes 
residents and property owners can vote on a by-law to establish a new service to provide core 
funding for the two community halls on the island. 
 
After reviewing the current South Cortes Community Association financial statements and 
speaking to SCCA directors I can see the scope of the financial challenge to maintain present 
services.  Of particular concern to me are the play-school and the summer youth 
programs.  There is no other facility on Cortes that could accommodate the licensed play-school, 
and the summer programs are meeting a need increasing every year. 
 
In my view it is time to consider some core funding for the Cortes community halls from a 
property tax base.  This should be studied by the SRD and a vote put to the people of Cortes 
Island. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Charlene Gram 
Box 297 
Manson’s Landing, BC 
V0P 1K0 
 
250-935-6307 
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Sue Steuart

From: Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 5:27 PM
To: William Crago; Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Re: Referendum

Thanks Bill 
 
I have copied this to my staff so that it will be on file and find its way to the SRD Board. 
Noba 
 
On Sat, Sep 9, 2017 at 11:08 AM, William Crago <cragowt@gmail.com> wrote: 
Hello Noba,, 
 
I am a seasonal resident who owns property on Coulter Island  for twenty two years and I'm in favor of the 
referendum on the hall tax as I feel the hall , especially Manson are the heart of the island. It is where I've met 
so many friends over the years.  So... If my vote counts, count me in. 
 
Bill Crago 

 
 
 
 
--  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250-935-0320 
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Sue Steuart

From: Island Feed <islandfeedcortes@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 09, 2017 10:20 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Cortes Island
Subject: No Hall Tax

Hi 
 
The tax situation in Canada is already absurd. The amount of taxes that we pay to the government is 
very high, specially for property owners like me. The Hall should already be subsidized (if needed) 
through the government, but this after fixing our roads and making our trips to town with the ferry at 
no cost and many other neglected services! 
 
We already pay enough for nothing. No need to pay more! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Abigail 



Sue Steuart 

From: 	 stefano perdisa <stefanoleslie@gmail.com> 
Sent: 	 Friday, September 08, 2017 4:34 PM 
To: 	 Email - administration@strathconard.ca  
Subject: 	 cortes referendum 

To whom it may concern, 

We signed YES to the petition to have a referendum on Cortes Island regarding the Community 
Hall funding through land tax. We were unaware of the consequences and would like our names 
withdrawn from the petition list. 

Stefano Perdisa 
Leslie Mack-Mumford 

Thank you kindly, Stefano and Leslie 
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Sue Steuart

Subject: FW: Letter against a hall tax on Cortes Island

From: E‐mailservice [mailto:rod_lee@shaw.ca]  
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: westie@saywardvalley.net; villageofgoldriver@cablerocket.com; bleigh53@gmail.com; 
abramfam@oberon.ark.com; Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com>; adminzeb@recn.ca; Email ‐ 
administration@strathconard.ca <Administration@strathconard.ca>; director <cornfield@strathconard.ca>; 
directorwhalley@strathconard.ca; directorschooner@strathconard.ca; directorbabchuk@strathconard.ca; 
directorsamson@strathconard.ca; directoradams@strathconard.ca; directorkerr@strathconard.ca 
Subject: Letter against a hall tax on Cortes Island 

  

  

Please accept the attached letter against a hall tax on Cortes Island. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

Rod Lee 

rod_lee@shaw.ca 

250-935-6889 

 



1

Sue Steuart

Subject: FW: Cortes Island Hall Tax Referendum

> From: Jim Murphy [mailto:theaerie8@gmail.com] 
> Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 12:59 PM 
> To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca <Administration@strathconard.ca> 
> Cc: Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com> 
> Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax Referendum 
> 
> To members/Directors of the Strathcona Regional Board- 
> 
> My name is Jim Murphy, and I have been a full time resident and property 
> owner on Cortes for over 22 years.  Through all of my years here, the 
> community halls have been important centres for people of all ages and 
> interests, to come together to participate and share in programs of 
> learning, entertainment, civic duties such as elections, community planning, 
> and general meetings with law enforcement officers, personal health and 
> wellness classes, theatre productions, and the list goes on.  We have a 
> fully certified community kitchen at Mansons Hall, and the hall is also 
> available for use in times of general emergency with an electrical 
> generation and heating system, as a place of refuge for all, in close 
> proximity to the fire hall and Medical Centre.  There are programs for 
> seniors that help to keep them engaged with others and, in so doing, stave 
> off the loneliness that can become an issue for our elders.  There are many 
> programs for kids of all ages, to engage them in new activities and studies 
> to help them grow, participate, and socialize, rather than allow them to 
> descend into some of the current pitfalls that can sometimes befall our 
> youth. 
> All healthy societies require a commons where its members can come together. 
>  It is who we are as a people. 
> 
> For several years, I was a board member of the SCCA, that oversees the 
> Mansons Hall.  We were quite engaged at that time in infrastructure 
> improvements, something that every structure and institution, everywhere, 
> has to address occasionally.  We had some very dedicated people come to the 
> fore to help with grant writing and obtaining, which enabled us to make the 
> necessary improvements to the Hall that are required in this age of ever 
> expanding regulation and oversight. 
> However, the board of the hall has occasionally had to struggle, over the 
> decades, to ensure the operating expenses were met in order to keep the 
> doors open and the heat on in the winter when needed, and there are not the 
> same wealth of options available for that sort of funding.  Sometimes it was 
> Gaming grants from the province, but, that seemed fraught with political 
> expediency elsewhere, and has proven to Not be a reliable funding source, 
> hence, where we are again today. 
> But, at the base, the volunteer efforts of so many in the community, has 
> helped to raise the necessary funds to remain functional. 
> Unfortunately, we live in an age of greater expense load such as regular 
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> water testing, higher fuel and energy costs, constantly elevating insurance 
> rates, increased labour costs (in place of many tasks that used to be 
> carried out by volunteers, and the offering up of simple materials), etal. 
> In 1979, when a major renovation and addition was carried out on Mansons 
> Hall, there was a large contingent of community volunteers, and offering of 
> materials, locally produced, that helped the effort.  We can no longer rely 
> on that source of help in the community.  Volunteerism seems to be on the 
> decline in some ways, and then, there is volunteer "burn out"; some tend to 
> contribute more than others.  Lots of ideas floated about, but, distractions 
> aplenty to be busy elsewhere and not able to help when needed. 
> 
> A solution: Around 2010, I believe, this issue of taxation for the halls 
> came up and, in a meeting sponsored by the SCCA at Mansons, somewhere around 
> 85 % of the voting members, I believe, were in support of a well thought out 
> tax structure, to be worked upon by the various organizations concerned, and 
> in concert with the local community as a whole, in order to meet the 
> operating expenses of the hall.  From the appearance of the support behind 
> the current petition being presented to the Strathcona Regional Board, in 
> favour of a referendum on this issue, and in most of my conversations with 
> local people here on Cortes, that sentiment persists even more so today.  As 
> in any true democracy, it is the will of the people that should determine 
> the course to be taken, after proper consultation; the costs incurred to 
> ensure that vote is carried out, is merely the small price of a fair and 
> democratic society. 
> 
> With kind regards, 
> Jim Murphy 
> 250-935-8588 
> 
> P.S.  Please keep me informed of any meetings when this issue will be 
> discussed, and an opportunity to speak is available at those meetings. 
> I will be there.          E&OE 
> 
> 

 
 
 
 
--  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250-935-0320 
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Sue Steuart

From: Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com>
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 9:10 PM
To: George Sirk
Cc: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Re: Support for a referendum on the Manson's Hall

Thank-you George. 
 
I trust that this letter will be received on the next EASC agenda along with my Director's report which includes 
the petition. 
Noba 
 
On Thu, Sep 7, 2017 at 11:45 PM, George Sirk <natureboy@twincomm.ca> wrote: 
Dear Strathcona District Board Directors and Cortes Island Director, 
 
I support tax funding for Manson’s Hall, Cortes island, and I want the opportunity to vote on a specific tax 
structure to be determined in consultation with the relevant organizations and the community at large. 
 
Enough people on Cortes have expressed interest in a referendum, that, realistically, the Board cannot ignore.
 
The wording in the referendum has to be carefully crafted to allow the public to make an educated decision. 
 
The outcome of the referendum should give the Director of Cortes and the Board enough direction to make a 
decision. 
 
Like Quadra Island so many years ago, this decision is very divisive, but in the long run by having tax dollars 
support the community that originally generates the money, Cortes Island, as a whole, like Quadra, benefits in 
the long run. 
 
Thank you 
 
George Sirk 
814 Sutil Pt. Rd. 
Cortes island, BC 
V0P 1K0 

 
 
 
 
--  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250-935-0320 
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Sue Steuart

From: Diane Lloyd <dmlloyd@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 1:10 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Our Support of the "NO" Petition on Cortes Island
Attachments: Support of the NO Petition on Cortes Island.docx; Page 3 of signed, scanned letter.jpg

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Please find attached a letter from the undersigned that outlines our reason for supporting the "NO" petition on 
Cortes Island for the proposed referendum. 
 
We have also attached a signed, scanned copy of the last page of our letter in the event you need our personal 
signatures on the letter. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter in good faith. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 
Diane and Mark Lloyd 
 

https://www.savvycard.com/dlloyd 
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Mark and Diane Lloyd 
260 Harbour Road, PO BOX 395, Whaletown, BC V0P 1Z0 

Home Phone: 250‐935‐7808 
E‐Mail: dmlloyd@twincomm.ca 

 

Date:   Friday, September 8, 2017 

To:   Whom It May Concern 

RE:   OUR SIGNING AND SUPPORT OF THE “NO” PETITION 

We, the undersigned, feel led to write this memo in response to why we signed the NO petition to the 

referendum that is being proposed to address the issue of the continued operation of the community 

halls on Cortes Island through additional taxation of property owners on Cortes Island. 

 

Background: 

We moved to Cortes Island in March of 2011, after purchasing our current home and property at 260 

Harbour Road in Whaletown, BC in December 2010. We moved here specifically to open Lloyd’s Family 

Take‐Out located near the Cortes Island ferry terminal and to also serve as a Christian oasis to those 

seeking Christian fellowship and ministry. 

 

We are not ones to spend our time gossiping or getting caught up in the “politics” of Cortes Island. I, 

myself (Diane H. Lloyd), have been involved in enough political campaigns over the course of my life to 

know when to accept the torch and when to walk away. 

  

But when we sense that there are some issues that will impact our household, here on Cortes Island and 

those of our community, then we will take note. Such is the case with this petition for a proposed 

referendum for a hall tax to support the continued operations of the community hall(s) on Cortes 

Island……which halls on Cortes Island appears to remain unclear at this point. 

 

The Issue At Hand: 

While we have no intention of covering the issues that led to the petition for a referendum, we do think 

it is important that people fully understand what is at stake here without feeling coerced to sign a “YES” 

petition for a referendum.  

The main issue for us is that there has been no consultation process since the Open Space meeting that 

was held in August 2010, prior to our arrival on Cortes Island. As taxpayers, we believe we have a right 

to be consulted first, before a 3 person committee, comprised of Sue Ellingsen, Gail Ringwood and John 

Sprungman, property owners on Cortes Island, speak on behalf of the community through a petition 

process. 

 

I, Diane H. Lloyd, initially signed the “YES” petition for the referendum when Sue Ellingsen, one of the 

above named committee members, stopped by our house enroute to her kayaking engagement. While I 

invited Sue to discuss the petition in more detail with me, she indicated that she was stretched for time 
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due to her pending engagement, but assured me that the taxes would be minimal. While I had no 

reason to disbelieve Sue, a red flag did go up for me. If this was such an important community issue, 

then I would have expected Sue to spend more time with me to explain what she saw as the driving 

forces behind the need for a referendum and why she herself supported the imposition of a tax. 

Following my meeting with Sue, I, Diane H. Lloyd, felt led to do my own research about this proposed 

referendum and what that would mean for us as taxpayers. My husband and I reviewed this research as 

it arose in the course of my research. 

In hindsight, I, Diane H. Lloyd, should have deferred signing the “YES” petition until I was able to obtain 

more details about the proposed referendum, the driving forces for the petition, the real issues behind 

the spearheading of this petition and the long‐term consequences of living with the potential outcome 

of the proposed referendum. That is unlike me to not do so before signing any petition so I take 

responsibility for that part.  

 

Regardless, following my research, the derogatory response that I received from Sue when I asked her to 

remove my name off of the “YES” petition did nothing to enhance her position or stance with me. If 

anything, it only made me further question the driving motives that were behind this “YES” petition and 

why no consultative process with the community had occurred up to this point……. Sue Ellingsen assured 

me that my name was taken off of the “YES” petition. I have since signed the “NO” petition as has my 

husband, Mark Lloyd……..Mark never did sign the “YES” petition as he was not available at the time 

that Sue dropped by our house with the “YES” petition. 

 

In Closing: 

It seems that an important step has been missed in this petition process and that step is consultation 

with the residents of Cortes Island first, before putting forth a petition for the proposed referendum. 

While we, the undersigned, fully support the need for community halls on Cortes Island, we are at a loss 

as to why we need to have a costly referendum to decide the fate of these halls or in this case, perhaps 

Manson Hall? We understand that Noba Anderson’s temporary replacement as Regional Director is also 

serving as the Manager of Manson’s Hall. Is that not a conflict of interest, in itself, amidst all of this?  

 

The crossroads in which Cortes finds itself about the proposed referendum is not just about the financial 

issues, but it is also all about the character and integrity of the process to date and as we move forward.  

 

As Directors, we encourage you to search your own hearts and make sure you are not being swayed one 

way or the other out of fear, pressure, intimidation and/or lack of factual information. We ask you to 

arm yourself with the facts, not second hand information, so that you can perform your duties in an 

ethical and responsible manner. 

 

At the end of the day, the legacy we each leave behind has nothing to do with what we achieve or 

accomplish on our own strength if it is not done with the right motives…….money and position cannot 

purchase class or character, although some may be fooled into thinking so.  
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Sue Steuart

From: Cortes Market <cmarket@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 5:32 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca; councillor.babchuk@campbellriver.ca; SRD Board Chair
Subject: NO REFERENDUM

Dear Strathcona Regional District Staff and Board 

I would like to go on record as being against a referendum for a SERVICE TAX for Hall maintenance on 
Cortes Island. 

I have lived on Cortes Island for forty-five years and have been involved in the SCCA for many of these 
years.  The SCCA is a community  club and I want it kept that way.  Community is about people helping 
people. It is not  about government taking over to control what we can and can not do.  The people currently in 
the SCCA are not Community minded and unfortunately they have no sense of fiscal responsibility. They are 
living way beyond the means of our small community.  They are making it a monster that is out of control.  If 
they get tax dollars they will continue to spend beyond their means. I have no doubt that the service tax will 
continue to grow to feed this monster. As a business owner I could not run my business with type of fiscal 
planning and I have no magic rainbow pot (tax dollars) to source. 

I do not think the SCCA is honest about their finances.  Their latest  financial statements released to the 
Government for their Charity status states that they gave $7980 to FOCI.  Does this sound like a cash 
strapped  organization ?.  If they raised their membership to $100, this would raise $35,000 the amount 
they  say they need.  That would be a fairer way as then users and supporters of the hall would pay.   I think if a 
referendum is called the cost of this referendum should be borne by the SCCA.  

Although a referendum is supposed to be a democratic means to judge public opinion it is not  a fair way  as 
most voters would not have to pay the Service Tax as they are not land owners.  Also the cost of the referendum 
is borne by the land owners only. 

Another very feasible  means of financing the community clubs has also been suggested.  We have a 
Community Forest on Cortes Island. I like the suggestion that the profit from this be given to the community 
clubs. 

Thank you for your consideration on this. 

Bertha Jeffery 



1

Sue Steuart

From: Tom Bohart <hartwood@xplornet.ca>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 4:06 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: concerning a petition for a referendum on Cortes

Noba Anderson has told me (on the Tideline) that I only have three days left to comment on the 
proposed referendum concerning possible taxes to support the community halls on Cortes. While I 
support the halls, I don't think the community is ready to raise their taxes under the current 
conditions. This issue was only brought forward a couple of weeks ago, and there has been no useful 
discussion within the community, which I think is essential before investing the Regional Districts 
effort. Peter Henbury,executive member of the Whaletown Community Club, has said, in the Tideline: 
(September !) "a) there is no referendum yet 
b) there is no referendum question yet and c) which halls or clubs will participate in or receive the 
benefits of a hall tax has not been discussed or decided either at the community level or at the club 
level.  
In this context, as Secretary to the Whaletown Community Club, I have been asked by the WCC 
President and Vice-President, to make the current position of the WCC Executive clear: The position 
of the WCC Executive continues to be that the on-going petition for a referendum on a hall tax is 
community driven, not club driven, and that right now there is no referendum nor is there a 
referendum question to discuss. When and if there is a referendum and a referendum question, the 
WCC Executive will both participate in community-wide discussions and will also take the issues 
involved to its membership for discussion. Only then will the WCC have an official position on 
whether or how it will participate in a hall tax." Neither community club backs this petition, nor have 
they had any meetings on the issue. Neither has the Cortes Seniors, or any other organization here. 
Another member of the community posted: (Referendum process New or Updated: By Maureen: 31st 
August 2017) · "While the referendum process at the Regional District level is a good idea, I was 
under the impression that a referendum on any topic would occur only after considerable community 
consultation. It is my understanding that no community consultation has occurred regarding a tax to 
benefit specific organizations. It would appear the cart has been placed before the horse." I heartily 
agree. 
In brief, I don't believe the community is prepared to have a referendum on this issue, and I do not 
want to have one at this point. 
 
Tom Bohart, 250-935-0165 
1521 Squirrel  Cove Road. 
 
 
 
--- 
This email has been checked for viruses by AVG. 
http://www.avg.com 
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Sue Steuart

From: Peter Winkelmann <peter@twincomm.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 9:43 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Mansons's Hall Tax

 
Dear Members of the Regional Board, 
 
We are Pensioners and property owners and I like to inform you that we are against the proposed 
Hall - Tax to cover the irresponsible budget of the SCCA. 
The SCCA presented us with a long list (21) of Services, Programs and Activities that use the 
Manson's hall. Why can,t those users requested to cover the expanses of this Hall.? 
We live in Whaletown a 20 minute drive from Manson,s Landing and have no use for this Hall. 
Hopefully you will be able to check out these financial problems and the background for them. 
 
               Sincerely yours  Peter and Margarete Winkelmann  
￼ 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Sue Steuart

Subject: FW: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors

 

From: "Nancy & Ray" <n_kendel@uniserve.com> 
To: "SRD Board Chair" <schair@strathconard.ca> 
Subject: FW: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors 

First time failed to go to chair... 
  

From: Nancy & Ray [mailto:n_kendel@uniserve.com]  
Sent: August 23, 2017 11:57 AM 
To: 'nobaanderson@gmail.com' <nobaanderson@gmail.com>; 'boardchair@strathconard.ca.' 
<boardchair@strathconard.ca.> 
Subject: Letter to the SRD Board of Directors 
  
Please find attached a letter to be distributed to the Strathcona Regional District Board of Directors.   
Thanks, Ray & Nancy Kendel 
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Sue Steuart

From: Michael Hoskin <mimahoskin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:21 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Cortes Referendum

The Regional District Board 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
I am a property owner on Cortes Island. I am writing to express my wish for a referendum on the 
taxation issue for community halls.  This is the only way that the opinion of the community as a whole 
can be heard. I also believe that any community meeting on this issue should be run by the Regional 
District. 
 
Yours truly 
 
Michael Hoskin 
 
1372 Salal Road, Whaletown 
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Sue Steuart

From: Mary-Lu L <ml45peacerose@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 11:49 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Tax Support for our community halls

Yes.. as a full time resident for twenty two years on Cortes I understand fully the intrinsic value our community 
halls play in our lives as we hold down the rock through out the long and dark winter months. It is the hall that 
remains open for us to utilize for our programs and comradry when all else closes down for financial reasons. It 
becomes imperative that we maintain our community support system via our community halls during these 
times and that they be fiscally able to do so.  
 
It is apparent that infrastructure is adamantly necessary for this to occur. As we are all aware, our expenses with 
say hydro, have greatly increased over recent times. Older ways of financing our halls are no longer possible.  
 
I. therefore, as a single elder am only too happy to share my income via the taxation system to help make this 
happen. 
 
Yours truly, 
Mary-Lucy Lorenson 
 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  

 



Letter to the Regional District 

Hello Regional District 

The funding of our halls is being discussed again, and I have signed a petition in support of holding a 

referendum on whether the RD should be funding them. For the record, I would like the RD to know that 

my family and I, who have lived in this community for more than 20 years, have seen the value of our 

halls, as hubs of the community. Manson’s Hall, and the Gorge Hall are centres of the community 

providing programing, support and a social centre for many in our community.  Klahoose too has a 

thriving community centre, which I understand has a different funding model to be determined by 

Klahoose Governance.  

I would like to see our halls have solid core funding that enables a sense of stability for staffing and 

programing. I support public funding because it is democratic. Decisions about how the funding is 

allocated is done by a broader community base and can be more needs based.   

I believe our society is stronger and healthier when we take care of each other and when there is a 

centre for community support and programing. Whether or not I take advantage of the support and 

programing, that it is there for those who do, benefits me because I as an individual benefit being part 

of a healthy community.  

I am happy to be paying Income Tax and Property Tax however it is frustrating to have so little say in 

how those funds are distributed. In general I would like to see my taxes go toward social programs and 

infrastructure. Public Healthcare and Education are cornerstones of our Canadian Identity and though 

they are not perfect, I believe they mitigate the impact of the gross disparity of wealth that is present in 

our society. Our society would benefit from more of this mitigation.  At the Regional District level of 

governance I believe supporting community centres is a continuation of the ideal to build social 

wellbeing.   

As a member of a family with two incomes, with steady work, and owning my own home I recognize 

that I am among an ever dwindling privileged group and I believe I have a responsibility to contribute to 

the wellbeing of society as a whole.  

Mary Clare Preston 
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Sue Steuart

From: Marlene <marhoskin@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:45 AM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Referendum for taxation of the halls

Dear Sirs; 
I am a property owner on Cortes. I think a referendum should be held on this issue. Any meeting held should be run by 
the District as things have got quite contentious in the past. 
 
Marlene Hoskin 
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Sue Steuart

From: Jo-Anne Thompson <whaletownknitter@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 7:51 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No to hall tax on Cortes Island

I have signed the NO petition as I believe a community hall should be self supporting. The fees they charge for 
using these halls for all the functions and the rents for the small business who have an ongoing business located 
within the halls should be calculated to cover the hall expenses. Proper dispersal of said funds is imperative. 
Community support for repairs and upkeep is important. I do not feel a tax is necessary. If we do not support. 
And maintain our community hall we do not deserve to have it. 
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Sue Steuart

From: Jim Murphy <theaerie8@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 12:59 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Cc: Noba Anderson
Subject: Cortes Island Hall Tax Referendum

To members/Directors of the Strathcona Regional Board- 
 
My name is Jim Murphy, and I have been a full time resident and property owner on Cortes for over 
22 years.  Through all of my years here, the community halls have been important centres for people 
of all ages and interests, to come together to participate and share in programs of learning, 
entertainment, civic duties such as elections, community planning, and general meetings with law 
enforcement officers, personal health and wellness classes, theatre productions, and the list goes on. 
We have a fully certified community kitchen at Mansons Hall, and the hall is also available for use in 
times of general emergency with an electrical generation and heating system, as a place of refuge for 
all, in close proximity to the fire hall and Medical Centre.  There are programs for seniors that help to 
keep them engaged with others and, in so doing, stave off the loneliness that can become an issue 
for our elders.  There are many programs for kids of all ages, to engage them in new activities and 
studies to help them grow, participate, and socialize, rather than allow them to descend into some of 
the current pitfalls that can sometimes befall our youth. 
All healthy societies require a commons where its members can come together.  It is who we are as a 
people. 
 
For several years, I was a board member of the SCCA, that oversees the Mansons Hall.  We were 
quite engaged at that time in infrastructure improvements, something that every structure and 
institution, everywhere, has to address occasionally.  We had some very dedicated people come to 
the fore to help with grant writing and obtaining, which enabled us to make the necessary 
improvements to the Hall that are required in this age of ever expanding regulation and oversight. 
However, the board of the hall has occasionally had to struggle, over the decades, to ensure the 
operating expenses were met in order to keep the doors open and the heat on in the winter when 
needed, and there are not the same wealth of options available for that sort of funding.  Sometimes it 
was Gaming grants from the province, but, that seemed fraught with political expediency elsewhere, 
and has proven to Not be a reliable funding source, hence, where we are again today. 
But, at the base, the volunteer efforts of so many in the community, has helped to raise the 
necessary funds to remain functional. 
Unfortunately, we live in an age of greater expense load such as regular water testing, higher fuel 
and energy costs, constantly elevating insurance rates, increased labour costs (in place of many 
tasks that used to be carried out by volunteers, and the offering up of simple materials), etal.  In 
1979, when a major renovation and addition was carried out on Mansons Hall, there was a large 
contingent of community volunteers, and offering of materials, locally produced, that helped the effort. 
We can no longer rely on that source of help in the community.  Volunteerism seems to be on the 
decline in some ways, and then, there is volunteer "burn out"; some tend to contribute more than 
others.  Lots of ideas floated about, but, distractions aplenty to be busy elsewhere and not able to 
help when needed. 
 
A solution: Around 2010, I believe, this issue of taxation for the halls came up and, in a meeting 
sponsored by the SCCA at Mansons, somewhere around 85 % of the voting members, I believe, 
were in support of a well thought out tax structure, to be worked upon by the various organizations 
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concerned, and in concert with the local community as a whole, in order to meet the operating 
expenses of the hall.  From the appearance of the support behind the current petition being 
presented to the Strathcona Regional Board, in favour of a referendum on this issue, and in most of 
my conversations with local people here on Cortes, that sentiment persists even more so today.  As 
in any true democracy, it is the will of the people that should determine the course to be taken, after 
proper consultation; the costs incurred to ensure that vote is carried out, is merely the small price of a 
fair and democratic society. 
 
With kind regards, 
Jim Murphy 
250-935-8588 
 
P.S.  Please keep me informed of any meetings when this issue will be discussed, and an opportunity 
to speak is available at those meetings. 
I will be there.          E&OE 
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Sue Steuart

From: stillcloudhidden <stillcloudhidden@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 4:48 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No Hall Tax for Cortes Island

We reject the idea of a parcel or property tax to fund community hall(s) here on Cortes. 
Many property owners will have to pay a tax but are not eligible to vote in a referendum on this issue. 
On my road, there are 19 properties. fully 11 of the property owners (more than half) will not be able to have a 
vote because they are not full time residents of this area. 
Further, there has been no proper public discussion on this subject, our Regional Director is merely resurrecting 
the already rejected proposition of 7 years ago. 
We do not want to be bullied again, and again firmly reject this proposed tax. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jack Wills 
Resident and property owner 
Whaletown 
 
--  
I am currently experiencing life at several WTFs per hour. 
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Sue Steuart

From: Erika Samuhelova <seavista@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 4:52 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: NO on hall tax Cortes Island

We reject the idea of a parcel or property tax to fund community hall(s) here on Cortes. 
Many property owners will have to pay a tax but are not eligible to vote in a referendum on this issue. 
On my road, there are 19 properties. fully 11 of the property owners (more than half) will not be able 
to have a vote because they are not full time residents of this area. 
Further, there has been no proper public discussion on this subject, our Regional Director is merely 
resurrecting the already rejected proposition of 7 years ago. 
We do not want to be bullied again, and again firmly reject this proposed tax. 
 
Kind regards, 
Erika Samuhelova 
Resident and property owner 
Whaletown 
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Sue Steuart

From: Doug Hamel <dfhamel1962@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:50 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: No 

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
i signed a petition that encouraged the need for a referendum on the Manson’s Hall  
taxation matter. It was brought to my attention afterward that the wording made it  
seem that I was signing in favour of this new taxation.  
 
I want to make it clear I am in NO way in favour of taxation for the Mason Hall issue. 
There needs to be a personal user fee implemented as well as better accounting practises 
before considering any thoughts of another taxation. 
 
Please take this into consideration when assessing the need for a referendum. 
 
Thank you, 
Doug Hamel 
 
323 Sawmill Road 
Whaletown, Cortez Island 
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Sue Steuart

From: Donna WhiteSteele <whitesteele@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 6:25 PM
To: Email - administration@strathconard.ca
Subject: Referendum on Cortes

I am not in favour of a referendum. I am on a pension and simply will find ANY increase in taxes a hardship.  
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