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Dear Noba, and the Strathcona Regional District, 
Please accept the following Grant in Aid Application form.  As you can see from the list of events 
happening at Linnaea Farm centered out of Linnaea Farm Education Center, it’s becoming a hub centered 
around ecological education, for youth and others.  It’s been a long journey moving our organization from a 
8 month garden program and k-8 independent school into what we are becoming now.  The grant in aid 
would allow us to continue working with the organizations that are directly benefitting our Cortes youth as 
well as youth that come here to learn with the various camps and organized activities that come from 
outside of our island.  
It takes a lot of work to partner with these organizations, and absorb them into the Education Center and 
Linnaea Farm. Any amount that the grant in aid could support us in would go a long way to helping us 
achieve balance and continue to support these fledgling organizations, which enrich the lives of the youth of 
Cortes Island and beyond. 
Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions. 
 
Thanks for your time 
 
Tamara McPhail 
Executive Director 
Resident Stewards 
Linnaea Farm  
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APPLICATION FORM GRANT-IN-AID 

 DATE: February 20, 2017 

1. Name of Organization: Linnaea Farm Society 

 
Society # (if applicable) 

 
Email Address: 

tamara@linnaeafarm.or
g 

2. Contact Person: Tamara McPhail  Position: Executive Director 

 Mailing Address: Box 209 Mansons 
Landing 

   

 Postal Code V0P 1K0  Telephone No: (250) 935-6747 

3. Purpose of Organization: To research, develop, and teach stewardship of the land and its 
resources within an ecological context 

To develop and provide public education programs which encourage 
intellectual, personal, and creative development 

To support community economic development and the relief of 
poverty through teaching rural self-sufficiency skills and industries 

4. If applicable, does your organization own any facilities/property? 

 (___x__)  YES (_____)  NO    

 If yes, please give the legal description of the property: 

  

5. Executives of Your Organization:  

 President/Chairperson: Mark Vonesch 

 Vice President/Vice Chairperson: Kirsten Vidulich 

 Treasurer: Jodi Peters 

6. Current Membership: 150 # of Meetings per year: 4 

7. Please describe the programs and activities that your organization sponsored in the last year (with 
dates): 

  Plant, Food, Medicine:  April 23-30  An integrated three-day course introducing 
participants to nutrient dense, plant-based foods and time honored herbal tonics and 
plant medicines. The participants will receive the instruction, tools and techniques to 
enhance their health and well being with the benefit of a new and informed relationship to 
soil, plants and food. 
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Cortes Food Security Trip:  June 10th 

Organized by the Strathcona Food Network to bring together members of our communities 
and Network within the Strathcona Region who are interested and engaged in food security 
and food systems. 

Aim: To share what type of food system projects are happening in our region; to see how a 
small, remote community has come together around food security;  to build our regional 
networks; to give participants the chance to see and visit some food security initiatives that 
provide inspiration and the opportunity to reflect on discuss how they would like to 
implement their visions in home communities; 

Permaculture Design Course featuring Oliver Kellhammer, Mike Simpson, Jodi 
Peters and guests 

June 24th - July 7th Completing this immersive, hands-on course gives you a Permaculture 
Institute of North America (PINA) Certificate, and grounds participants in the principles and 
ethics of Permaculture design.  With a theme of creating resilient systems in the face of 
climate chaos, this course will cover:  water systems, food forest design, disaster 
preparedness, integrated livestock, urban and rural habitats, and so much more.  With field 
trips, guest instructors, multi-media lectures and actual design work ~ this is experiential 
learning at it’s best! 

Power of Hope – youth empowerment through the arts July 5th ~ July 25th 

 

  Gulf Island Center of Ecological Learning (GICEL) ~ The Gulf Islands Centre for 
Ecological Learning connects people with nature within the natural environment of British 
Columbia's southern Gulf Islands. 

 

  University of Victoria Permaculture ~ The School of Environmental Studies at the 
University of Victoria (Coast Salish Territories) offers two permaculture courses taught by 
instructors Mike Simpson and Hannah Roessler, and teaching assistant Kat Zimmer. 

The first course focuses on design methods. Students are partnered with community 
organizations to create permaculture designs. The second course is a week long field school 
hosted at Linnaea Farm on Cortes Island BC, where students learn applied skills related to 
the implementation and maintenance of permaculture systems 

May 16th ~ 22nd 

  ABC Dragons 

August 11th - 16t6 

3-7 day ESL immersion program that revolves around life on a farm and an understanding of 
basic science connected with agriculture and, in particular, sustainable agriculture. To expose 
the Chinese students to an alternative way of learning and an alternative lifestyle. 

Natural Cheesemaking with David Asher 

August 24th-29th Ed Center and Farmhouse 

From culture propagation, to rennet coagulation and on to affiance, this five-day-class is an 
in-depth exploration of the many possibilities of cheese. Students should expect to gain a full 
understanding of how all of the different styles of cheese are inter-related, and how to bring 
about the ecological conditions that develop the diverse flavours and forms of cheese. 

http://www.powerofhope.ca/
http://www.gicel.ca/
https://uvicpermaculture.wordpress.com/2016/06/08/if-it-looks-like-permaculture-and-walks-like-permaculture/
http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/environmental/
http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/environmental/
http://linnaeafarm.org/
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Skill Share with Meg Cur 

August 31 -September 3rd  

Specifically this skills gathering is geared toward trauma transformation through nature skills 
and embodiment.  

Workshops will be both discussion based and 'hard' skill based.  Some of the facilitators are 
healers, writers, yoga practitioners, an astrologist, and then crafty skillsy herbalists, 
firemakers, tanners, etc.  Some themes are: yoga's role in addictions recovery, dismantling 
white supremacism through embodiment practice, ancient skills for daily stress relief and 
longterm healing.  Some workshops will overtly address trauma, some will make baskets. 
Like literal baskets.  Rhetoric is not a necessary component of each workshop. 

The Education Centre continues to be a hub for many of the organizations centering 
around youth on the island.  Such as: 

*The Teen Szene (Mondays) 

*Adventures in Leadership and Crafternoons 

*Homeschooling Book Club: The world needs readers right now. For what is a reader but 
a person who seeks both answers and better questions. A reader is able to go beyond 
imagination to empathy, beyond the confines of a page to life. What does it mean to teach a 
person to become a reader? I’ve begun to believe it has little to do with whether or not they 
can actually decode the symbols on the page and much more to do with whether their minds 
can be opened to something greater, something at the essence of our full human potential. 
 This is followed by a history class and lego club. 

*Children Forest Theatre Troop and outdoor programming 

*Spark Point Music:  “At Spark Point Music we seek to spark the imagination and a sense 
of what is possible for youth on the remote island of Cortes, when their voices are heard and 
valued.  In our programs we give youth ages 9 to 18 an opportunity to create art and music in 
an encouraging environment, seeking to minimize judgment and increase acceptance of 
themselves and others.” 

*Cortes Wild - museum satellite 

*Cooking and art classes for 13-15 years old homeschoolers on Tuesdays 

as well as being a venue for various AGM and community meetings as needed! 

**The thing that is happening right now that is exciting is the Cortes Wild collective. 
 We met for the first time down in the exhibit room to introduce ourselves and our 
organizations.  We discussed our strengths and weaknesses as organizations as well as how 
we could benefit each others organizations.  It is a really exciting partnership happening!  I’ll 
keep you posted as things continue, but we are looking at opening the space in the next few 
months!! 

Here’s who’s all involved (click on the link to see what they are all about!): 

Lynne jordan & laurel bohart/CIMAS/ cortes island museum & archives society 

helen hall/ FOCI/ friends of cortes island society 

Tamara McPhaill & Kirsten Vidulich/ LINNAEA farm society 

chris dragseth & christine robinson/ FTCCIS/ forest trust for the children of cortes island 
society 

https://cortesmuseum.com/
http://www.friendsofcortes.org/
http://www.corteschildrensforesttrust.org/
http://www.corteschildrensforesttrust.org/
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lannie keller/ DIEM/ discovery islands ecosystem mapping 

 

  

  
 
  

http://www.diemproject.org/
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8. Has your organization received any of the following in the past? 

  NO YES       

 grant-in-aid x  Amount $ Year  Purpose  

 permissive 
tax 
exemption 

 
x 

 
 

 
Amount 

 
$ 

 
Year 

  
Purpose 

 

 waiver/ 
reduction of 
fees and 
charges 

 
 
x 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Amount 

 
 
 
$ 

 
 
 

Year 

  
 
 

Purpose 

 

INFORMATION REQUIRED ABOUT THE REQUESTED GRANT 

1. Total Grant-In-Aid Amount Requested from the regional district: $4500 

2. Describe how the Grant-In-Aid will benefit the community: 

 Linnaea Farm Society as well as a lot of the programs happening within it’s wall, is run on a lot of 
volunteer hours.  The grant in aid will allow us to keep these programs in operation, reaching out, 
specifically to the youth of Cortes island.  It will allow more programming to happen and support the 
programs that are currently in operation. 

  

  

  

  

 Project Start Date: ongoing End Date:    

3. Will the Project be available to the community at large?   (__x___)  YES     (_____)  NO 

4. Please include with your application, copies of the following: 

 (a) Year to date and the immediately preceding years’ financial statements; 

 (b) Budget for the year in which the grant is being requested; 

 (c) If available, the most recent annual report. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INFORMATION REQUIRED, 
PLEASE TELEPHONE 250-830-6700. 

   

Signature of Applicant  Date 

Office Use Only: 

Amount Approved: $ Date:  GL Code:  
      

 



Linnaea Farm

Balance Sheet

As of December 2017
2018-03-25
5:04:28 PM

Assets
Current Assests

Linnaea Farm Society $4,420.75
Linnaea Farm $390.00
Production Garden Savings $14,035.34
Equity Savings $161.71
Savings and Endowment Fund $92,890.26
Accounts Receivable $1,614.00
PrePaid Expenses $3,700.00

Total Current Assests           $117,212.06
Land and Improvements

Land and Buildings $1,410,200.00
Water System Equipment $1,454.48

Total Land and Improvements           $1,411,654.48
Farm Equipment

Appliances $100.00
Office Equipment $1,962.80
Farmtruck $3,500.00
Farm Machinery $802.00

Total Farm Equipment           $6,364.80
Livestock

Cows $10,200.00
Sheep $800.00

Total Livestock           $11,000.00
Finished Wool Products

Pillows $370.00
Total Finished Wool Products           $370.00

Total Assets
          

          $1,546,601.34

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable $712.50
Loan from Ed Centre $486.42

Total Current Liabilities           $1,198.92
Tax Liabilities

GST Collected $10.98
GST Paid -$1,085.56
PST Collected $12.73
PST Paid -$4.20
Federal Tax -$18.39
CPP Employee -$69.87
Employer CPP -$147.37
EI Employee -$43.93
Employer EI -$86.50

Total Tax Liabilities           -$1,432.11
Total Liabilities           -$233.19

Equity
Opening Capital $294.30
Retained Earnings $1,446,188.41
Current Earnings $6,434.36
Endowment Fund $93,917.46

Total Equity           $1,546,834.53



Linnaea Farm

Balance Sheet

As of December 2017
2018-03-25
5:04:28 PM

Total Liability & Equity           $1,546,601.34
          



Linnaea Farm

Profit & Loss Statement

January 2017 through December 2017
2018-03-25
5:04:11 PM

Income
Society Revenue

General donations $2,109.95
Memberships $495.04

Total Society Revenue           $2,604.99
Farm Sales

Farm Products
Lamb $67.26
Beef $9,290.41
Finished Wool Products $588.00
Wool $50.00

Total Farm Products           $9,995.67
Production Garden

CSA $12,150.00
Vegetable Sales $17,215.97
PG Income carried from 2016 $2,175.00
Seed Sales $606.50
Seed income for LFS $170.50
Seed Trial $300.00

Total Production Garden           $32,617.97
Total Farm Sales           $42,613.64
Workshops

PDC income for 2018 wksp $3,300.00
Cheesemaking $10,125.90
UVIC $10,081.00
Market Garden Workshop $101.30

Workshops - other $597.80
Farm stay $18,789.36
Other Income

Farm Tours $250.00
Dinner Club $1,227.36
Front Stand Starts $6,979.90
Flower/Juice Personal $925.00

Total Other Income           $9,382.26
Internal Contributions

Farm Fees $6,700.00
Apprenticeship Fees $900.00
Apprentice utilities $900.00
Hydro ~ Barn $1,087.00
Tractor Use $689.50
FarmTruck Use $124.00
Manure $50.00
Production Garden Contribution

PG Manure $210.00
PG Farm Truck Use $514.40
PG Tractor use $640.00

Total Internal Contributions           $11,814.90
Misc Revenue

Misc -$1,695.01
Interest earned $19.95

Total Misc Revenue           -$1,675.06
Total Income           $107,736.09

Cost Of Sales
Administrative wages $10,274.32
Farmhouse Supplies & Wages $4,687.39



Linnaea Farm

Profit & Loss Statement

January 2017 through December 2017
2018-03-25
5:04:11 PM

permits $150.00
Barn Supplies $257.00
Animal Feed $1,780.48
Meat Processing $1,879.25
Hay Purchase and Shipping $4,160.27
Wool Processing $849.37
Minerals $32.97
Shipping Out $25.93
Production Garden

Production Garden Wages $24,428.58
Garden Supplies $3,737.00
PG vehicle mileage $360.00

Total Production Garden           $28,525.58
Other Cost of Sales

Paypal Service Fee $0.30
Workshop Supplies and Wages $527.65
Catering for workshops $7,727.00
Farm Stand Starts wage $5,305.48
UVIC Workshop Wages $900.00
Cheesemaking Instructor wage $5,000.00
Seed Packaging and shipping $56.71
Dinner Club $810.49
Flower sales - personal $765.00
Shipping $335.37
Advertising $282.29

Total Other Cost of Sales           $21,710.29
Total Cost Of Sales           $74,332.85

Gross Profit               $33,403.24

Expenses
Office supplies $761.14
Society Administration

Admin Payroll
Administration Assist. $690.00

Total Admin Payroll           $690.00
Total Society Administration           $690.00
Office Services

Insurance $3,701.00
Septic System $1,867.94
Soil Sample $147.80

Total Office Services           $5,716.74
Farm Operation Expenses

Maintenance Supplies $931.54
Water System $128.23
Farmhouse roof replacement $8,314.33
WasteWater $553.07
Barn Hydro $1,900.04
Farmtruck Insurance and Parts $1,652.24
Farmtruck Gas $355.13
Tractor Parts $1,101.13
Tractor Diesel $257.45
Freight/Ferry $405.65
Fruit Collective $351.89
Work Party Provisions $551.61
Cat Food $71.64
Dinner Club $1,233.22



Linnaea Farm

Profit & Loss Statement

January 2017 through December 2017
2018-03-25
5:04:12 PM

Service Fee $152.98
Bank Fees $423.45
Misc. $1,417.40

Total Farm Operation Expenses           $19,801.00
Total Expenses           $26,968.88

Net Profit/(Loss) $6,434.36
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Box 209 Manson's Landing, Cortes Island, B.C. VOP IKO 

(250) 935-6747  info@linnaeafarm.org   linnaeafarm.org 



 Organization and Structure  

   
Linnaea Farm Society 

Linnaea Farm Society was established in 1991 in order to bring local control to the projects and 
activities taking place on Linnaea Farm, and as a support and monitoring agency for the resident 

stewards. 

 

Our Mission 

The Society uses Linnaea Farm to teach, demonstrate and develop values and practical skills for 

ecological land stewardship for the benefit of Cortes islanders and others who come to the farm to 
learn, thereby strengthening the relationship between community and land. 

The Board of Directors for the Society ensures that all activities taking place on the land are properly 

monitored and fall within the Linnaea Farm Conservation Covenants. 

 

Board of Directors 

The LFS Board of Directors has met regularly since its formation.  

 

2016 Board of Directors 
Mark Vonesch   President 

Jodi Peters    Vice-President 

Kirsten Vidulich   Director   

Brent Howieson   Director   

Georgina Silby   Director 

Harriet Quint    Director 
Amy Robertson   Director 

 

 

Non-Resident Board Members 

 

Mark Vonesch 
Master, enthusiastic hay maker, Mark has been sitting on the Board for two years.  Mark joins us 

from Reel Youth ~ a media empowerment project that delivers community development programming 

to youth and adults across Canada and internationally.  Mark lives on Cortes with his wife Erica and 

son Finley. 

 
Georgina Silby 

Back in the 1990s Georgina was greatly influenced by the teachings at Linnaea Farm. She has since 

facilitated gardening with children in urban areas, been responsible for many great compost piles, 

and tried her hand at biodynamic farming, mostly grains and legumes, on Whidbey Island, from 2009 

- 2013. She brings certificates in mediation and nutrition education to the table as well. However, 

most relevant is her passion for tug o war and baby races, which she is determined to exercise 
further at future harvest festivals. 

 

Harriet Quint 

Harriet's connection to Linnaea goes back to 1987, the year after Liz and Brent became Stewards.  

She came up to visit her friends and was blown away by the beauty and calm of Cortes and Linnaea. 

Harriet maintained a connection to both over the years while continuing to live in South Surrey 
where she was very active in community building through music, co-facilitating a weekly coffee house 

and a music festival for many years. Her working life always was in the 'people' field, working in 

various aspects of community recreation. 

Harriet recently purchased a property on Cortes and is thrilled to be on the island and involved at 

Linnaea. She's enjoying the transition as she learns to manage her property and garden and is 
pleased to support the evolution of Linnaea as some of the 'dirt' on gardening rubs off on her. It must 

be working, as she won the blue ribbon for her cornucopia basket at last years' Harvest Fest! 

 

 



Resident Stewards 

 The Resident Stewards are a diverse group of people with varying backgrounds and values. Common 

belief in the principles of land trusting, a deep respect for the land of Linnaea Farm, and a belief in the 
purposes of the LFS constitution provide the ongoing framework for their activities.  
 Haying, maintenance of farm equipment, milking and other farm activities, as well as the day-to-day 
organization and operation of the farm and the operation of LFS projects are the responsibility of the 
Resident Stewards. There is an established and workable process for conducting meetings and making 
decisions. Decisions on land management and organization of the farm are made jointly at weekly meetings. 
These meetings are run by consensus, with a rotating facilitator and note-taker. The 'Procedures and 
Guidelines for the Linnaea Farm Resident Stewards' details responsibilities of the stewards, their conflict 
resolution process, and guidelines for acceptance of new resident stewards, and procedures for members 
who are leaving the farm.  
 The vitality of the farm and the smooth operation of LFS projects are largely the result of the combined 
talents and energy of the Resident Stewards.  
 

2015 had us updating and signing our Social Contract for the 2nd year, committing to jobs, and taking on 

an adopt-a-building program. 
 

 

Brent Howieson and Liz Richardson 

  Brent is living permaculture.  From his porch peaches, figs and kiwi fruit can be harvested.  Included 
in his food forest are hazelnuts, walnuts, plums, apples, raspberries, strawberries, and blueberries.  

Brent’s other interests include forestry – agro and the other kind – disc golf, course directing, and travel.   

 Liz:  “I'm trying not to work so much.  Because of my head injury, I notice that I have to slow down.  I 

still love going on walks and observing natural systems.  I’m just about ready to start my botanical 

drawings again.  I try to fit into spaces that need help.  I love this place – after 30 years of living here.  I 

also love singing with Mary Clare and at Harriet’s gatherings.  I love the cows, they provide so much and 
are so integral to this farm.” 

 

John Jordan 

 John became a resident steward of Linnaea Farm in the summer of 1997, after living on Cortes since 
1987. He coordinates the cob shop space, teaches courses on blacksmithing and green woodworking, and 

fixes all things on the farm!  John worked at Linnaea School as a bus driver. Before moving to Cortes 

Island, John worked in Vancouver as a school bus driver and a teacher's aid for children with special 

needs. For much of the 29 years he's been on Cortes, John has made his living as a commercial truck 

driver. He has four children and four grandchildren.  

  
Kirsten Vidulich  

 Kirsten first came to Linnaea in 1998 as an Ecological Gardening Program participant and 

upon graduation completed a yearlong seed saving apprenticeship with Dan Jason at Salt Spring 
Seeds. In 2000, Kirsten and her young family, with newborn Emmett, moved to Linnaea as stewards 

and immediately began the work of creating a home on the Knoll and establishing Linnaea Farm 

Seeds. From 2001 to 2007, Kirsten attended to the work of growing out a select variety of open 

pollinated heirloom crops for sale to local and mail order customers, as well as sharing this important 

skill set with the multitude of Garden Students over the years. In 2008, she put the project on hiatus 
to accommodate her family's changing priorities.  In 2007 Melina Rebecca was born and the Little 

Knoll cabin became a bustling hub of joyful activity.  Over the years, Kirsten has loved and supported 

all the livestock systems, nourished much of the local community with her passion for nutrient dense 

food, remained an enthusiastic educator, sharing her varied skill set, and sat as a Linnaea Farm 

Society board member since 2005. She attended the 2011 session of Heart Of Facilitation, and in 

2015 she completed the Small Systems Operators Course to take on the position of Water Systems 
Manager. Currently she, with her two growing children, participate in the management of the 

perennial fruit crops, caring for livestock and support of general farm maintenance and projects.  She 

operates a modest catering company and continues to grow out her favorite seed crops yearly and 

has been supporting her family as a chef for the last few years 
 



Adam Schick & Tamara McPhail 
Adam and Tamara, along with 18-year-old Ella, and 14-year-old Nola, have lived on Linnaea 

Farm since the winter of 2001. Ella graduated high school this year and is off on a world travelling 

adventure, and Nola is enjoying homeschooling again this year. 
 

Adam is a past graduate of the Linnaea Ecological Gardening Program. He's a dedicated and 

passionate gardener who enjoys the complexity of living systems. Adam enjoys sharing the magic and 

wonder of food systems with whomever happens to wander by or signs up for a program. Over the 

last few years Adam’s house becomes more of a home. Along with developing the new acreage out in 
the ‘forth field, he hopes to grow a food forest which also supplies his needs for xylophone mallets.  

 

Tamara can be found in various locations on the farm, doing various jobs, from managing and 

cleaning the farmhouse to leading a tour of the farm. She spends time with sheep in the crescent, 

bookkeeping in the office, packaging and sorting seeds, rotational grazing and fencing the cattle, 

making cheese, creating lists, updating the website, photo documenting farm life, weeding gardens, 
delivering produce, organizing workshops, camps and meetings, and being responsible for 

communications and public relations. Tamara was hired as the Executive Director of Linnaea Farm 

Society in 2015, is a Paramedic on Cortes Island and homeschools her youngest daughter Nola.   

  

 
Jodi Peters, Jeff Radke and Daleia Radke Peters 
 Jodi’s passion is to re-connect people to the earth through food! She has over six years experience 

in permaculture design and instruction. After emerging from too many years in academia, she 

completed the Ecological Garden Program at Linnaea Farm, as well as the Organic Master Gardener 

Certificate from Gaia College. She has worked with a diverse age range of students in the classroom 

and in the garden, and finds nothing more satisfying than sharing the knowledge and experiences 
that inspire her with others. At Linnaea she enjoys participating in the livestock systems, educational 

programming and supporting organizational development. 2016 was Jodi’s first full year as a steward 

at Linnaea Farm, where she lives with her partner Jeff, and their daughter Daleia. 

 

Jeff  
One of Jeff's many talents and contributions to Linnaea Farm is as an arborist. 

He's been working with trees for 20 years and was educated as a Forest Technologist in the diploma 

program at the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology. He dabbled for a few years in photography, 

travelled the world, and found himself back in the treetops. Jeff moved to Linnaea Farm with his 

partner Jodi and daughter Daleia in 2014, where he was trained in the Linnaea Farm Market 

Garden.  You'll find Jeff involved in many of the farm's activities, from falling trees, to harvesting for 
the CSA, pruning/harvesting fruit trees, cleaning out the barn, or fixing bikes. 

 

 

 

Stewardship 

(Care, maintenance, & conservation issues) 
 

Covenants 

Proper enforcement and management of conservation covenants requires three documents: 

the conservation covenant agreement, the baseline inventory, and the monitoring reports. The 

agreement sets out what values will be protected and how it will be done. The baseline inventory 

shows what the site looked like when the agreement was signed.  The monitoring reports show any 

changes that have occurred since the covenant was registered. Viewed also as an historical record, 
the baseline inventory report afforded the farm community and society the opportunity to collate 

information and records of past projects and use.  Knowing what has happened helps to determine 

what should happen in areas of restoration and preservation. As preservation is not the only reason 

for registering covenants against the property, the baseline inventory report assists the residents and 

society in establishing management plans for sustainable use of forest, agricultural and water 

resources. 



  With our protective and legally binding conservation covenants registered against the title, The Land 
Conservancy of British Columbia (TLC) and The Quadra Island Conservancy and Stewardship Society (QICSS) 

and the Linnaea Farm Society are obliged to ensure the intent of the covenants is upheld. The farm receives 

yearly monitoring visits and reports from QICSS. 

  
Taxes and Insurance   
 On July 26, 1996 Linnaea Farm was granted complete exemption from property taxes, due to Linnaea 
Farm's benefit to the community. LFS has continued to ensure that all vehicle and liability insurance 

premiums are paid for by all activities related to the operation of the farm and its projects. LFS provides a 

detailed yearly report to the assessment authority to maintain the tax-exempt status. The Farm House 

and Education Center are now under a comprehensive insurance, as well as Directors & Officer’s Liability 

plan through Hub International. 
 
Buildings 

Our milking barn (The Red Barn) got some TLC this year; some reinforcements to the load bearing beams, 

gates replaced, latched fixed and new lights!  The Grey Barn became storage for hay and has officially 

been taken over by livestock, and no longer used for general storage!  We have created feeding bunks for 

cattle, taking any stress off of the Red Barn. 
 
Wastewater treatment system 

The Wastewater system received a tune up this year, flushed out and fully checked. The system continues 

to serve the farm with our waste needs. 

   
Machinery and Vehicles  
Our FarmTruck has proven to be more efficient on gas and continues to serve the farm just fine!  Our 
old school haying equipment and tractor continue to surprise us making it through another year of 

epic haying!  We have highlighted the fuel pump on the tractor as a priority as well as purchasing a 

new baler similar to our current model so we can use it for parts.   

Our baler made it through the majority of haying this year, breaking down as the last 20ish bales 

needed to be made. We continue to keep the rest of the machinery in working order. 

 

Water Quality (lake and creek)   
 Water quality is an area we see as one of our major stewardship responsibilities.  We have been 

voluntarily participating, since 1991, in a community based water-monitoring program, which regularly 
tests water in key areas on the island, including the water in Gunflint Lake and in our creek. Partnering 

with FOCI and Fungi Perfecti, we have initiated a mycroremediation project (see below – under mycelium) 

to help filter water prior to entering the lake. 

We currently manage a beautiful, abundant supply of creek fed water which we filter before gravity fed 

distribution to the households and services offered on the farm. As a public water source we take very 
seriously maintaining a safe, healthy water supply, with routine water samples sent bi-monthly to Island 

Health Labs and back up generator system for power outages to avoid boil water notices. 

In 2015 Kirsten Vidulich became the water system Manager, completing the Thompson River University 

“Small Water Systems Operator “ course.  In the Spring of 2015 Island Health Authority and The Province 

of B.C. put us on notice that we would have to comply with the Province wide Surface Water Treatment 

Objectives and either chemically treat our surface water or transfer our water to a deep drilled well 
system. The farm has until 2019 to transfer over our water system.  

 

 

Fields and Pastures 

 We continue our management of intensive grazing during peak periods of grass growth. Rotational 
grazing the rest of the time is strictly controlled with electric fence paddocks. This management pattern is far 
more sustainable than other kinds of grazing, and has proved to be very successful in reducing the 
compaction and has increased the growth of important legumes.  
The cows began rotational grazing in April, and came off the fields in late October. 2016 was an epic hay 
year. The 1st field was cut for mulch hay and bedding this year. We pulled 900 bales off the 3rd field, as 



well as cutting the Ellignsen field, which got us another 700 bales. The 2nd field was grazed once, and left 

fallow the rest of the season. We spread compost, biodynamic preparation, clover seed, reed canary grass 

and pasture mix in a small section of the 3rd field. Chickens were used to add fertility to the 2nd field in 

preparation for cutting hay in 2017.  Various experiments in cutting grass, grazing, leaving sections fallow 

continued through 2016.  The sheep continued to spend the majority of their time in the Crescent, 
wintering up in the core of the farm.  New pasture in the 4th field is serving as a grazing experiment 

having the sheep and cattle graze at varying times throughout the year.   

 

Livestock 

Our herd grew and stayed strong this year. We have 4 cows (Jazzy, Quill, Vera, Xena), 1 heifer 

(Willow), 1 steer (Xavier). Jazzy continues to supply the farm with fresh milk and hilarious attitude.   

Four lambs were born this spring, with a visit from Rudolf the Ram, a pure bred Clun Forest, from up the 

street. We continue to shear our sheep on the farm with electric shears. Our wool is shipped off to 

Carstairs Woolen Mill in Alberta where it is processed into socks and sold at the local market.    
Various flocks of chickens and ducks inhabit the farm.   

Liz and Tamara (Chicks out to Pasture) raised and processed (with the help of many hands) 300 meat 

birds on the farm. They were moved through areas in the 2nd and 3rd field in need of nutrients. The 

chickens are in high demand and sold locally on the island. 

No pigs were raised this year. 
 
Gardens 

 The gardens are, in many ways, the heart of our community. There are multiple gardens all over Linnaea 
Farm managed by different Stewards. 
 

Production Garden was once again simultaneously a classroom, workplace, thriving ecology, front 

yard, place of worship, harvest and sacrifice.  

The CSA was full at 30 shareholders who received 20 weeks of seasonal goodness. The market season 

was hot like the weather with camps of teenagers and yogis to feed on the farm along with the happy 

hoards of lettuce seekers at the Friday Market for the10+ weeks when people visit this fair isle. Jeff 

Radke was an even better addition on the garden crew with his amazing skill set. Lemons in a 
whale!?! only until they ended up inside some hungry rats. The mycelium was encouraged and kept 

running as Production Garden paid for the rental of a large chipper.  Jeff climbed trees and cut limbs 

from old alder to bring light to the garden and make mulch.  Sebastien was a huge asset in the 

garden and is thinking about apprenticing next season. 

 
The Upper Garden of Linnaea has been in communal cultivation since its fences went up- almost three 

decades ago.  It has served as the original production garden, as an essential learning tool for innumerable 

garden students as their private plots, and as a private space to grow for stewards and apprentices. It is 

host to countless Perennials, edible and ornamental, and ample room for fruit, seed, commercial and 

personal vegetable and flower crops.  Currently it is tended to by stewards Brent Howieson, Liz Richardson 

and Kirsten Vidulich, who try valiantly to keeps it's lush fertile wildness at bay. Almost 1/3 of the upper 
garden is planted to Raspberries, and hosts an ever-expanding list of the farm's biodiversity.  It is alive this 

spring with a plethora of columbines, grapevines, roses, Jerusalem artichokes, and red currents and 

naturalized herbs such as elecampane, lemon balm, motherwort and mugwort, all cohabiting with the 

weeds and grasses that desire to reclaim this prime real estate.   It continues to provide nourishment, 

beauty, humility and inspiration after all these years of rotating list of caregivers and visitors.   
 
Greenhouses 

 The garden cloches that were erected in 1998 continue to supply the production garden with early 

greens in the spring and blight free tomatoes in the summer. The production garden greenhouse, though 

shady in the late summer, becomes the perfect space for seeds to dry. The ‘Whale’, completed in 2015, 

continues to serve Production Garden as place to harden off plants, grow early greens, and is home to 

many lemon and lime trees. 
 

 

 



 

The Front Stand 

Brent keeps the stand stocked regularly through the spring and summer months, with produce, plant 

starts, dried fruit, nuts, juice and jam.  
 

Orchards & Fruit Collective 

The Fruit Collective had a successful year, despite a lower yield of fruit than 2015. Kirsten and Jodi 

were co-managers of the collective. Kirsten and Jodi cleaned out the farmhouse root cellar. However, 

fixing the hole in the roof and proper rat-proofing will be a continuing project for 2017. We removed 

the broken fence from around the crescent trees, but the apples performed poorly this year (with 

almost zero harvest), so we are considering just trying to protect a few of the best trees with blue 
barrels. Jeff took care of pruning in the early spring. All fruit collective members took part in 

harvesting. Jodi coordinated bulk sales and juicing, as well as piloting the sale of raw juice to the 

coop. That pilot, though small, was very successful. We also sold out of raw bottled apple juice at 

Harvest Fest, so there is definitely a thirsty market for that delicious product. We sold three times as 

much bulk fruit as in 2015.  There is likely slightly more income to be earned in bulk sales by raising 

our prices to better reflect the local market price. Our profits totaled $726.64. We agreed at the 
beginning of the season, %5 of net profits would go to the LFS, %5 to each manager and the 

remainder into fruit collective accounts to be re-invested in supplies and succession planning for 

future orchards 

 
Danger Trees 
Jeff removed two trees in 2015. The first was a large fir that was encroaching on the education 
center’s foundation and outer structure (beside the Tiber Bay Room). This tree will provide a large 

amount of firewood for the Farmhouse and the Ed Center in future years. The second tree removed 

was a large cedar overhanging the equipment shed, threatening the foundation and outer structure. 

 

Public Market 

The Farmer’s Market is the place where Linnaea shines. Cortesians can get the freshest and the best 

organic produce on the island. Mountains of vegetables and the smiling faces of Adam and Jeff, 

inspire and delight Farmers Market patrons and keep them coming back all summer long. Adam also 

picks vegetables for 30 families, in Linnaea Farm’s CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) for 20 
weeks.  What an amazing way of keeping it local!!   
 

Protected Zones 

The areas designated in the past as Ecological Reserves are now fully protected under our new covenants 

package and are referred to as Protected Zones.  
Use of the Easter Bluff trail continues to increase significantly each year. Close to 1000 islanders and 

visitors used our trail system this past year. Doug Brown, a local Cortes Islander, approached us about 

clearing the trails up to Easter Bluff, which we gratefully accepted! The Stewards have taken steps to 

educate users in the care and consideration of the area. The Cortes Island Parks Committee was 

responsible for the creation of Kw’as Park and trail system, directly across the lake from our core area. 

After receiving permission from our covenant holders, Pierre and Katimavik participants established a 
beautiful, low impact trail through our protected zone linking Kw’as Park with Linnaea Farm. They then 

extended this trail to provide an interesting and scenic route from the Farm to Easter Bluff. This link is a 

major step toward the island dream of establishing a 'green belt' from Manson's Landing Park across the 

south end of the island. This trail is being well used and enjoyed by islanders and visitors and is 

maintained by Ryan Harvey (Through FOCI).  
 

 

 

Linnaea Farm Society Projects and Activities 

 

TO RESEARCH, DEVELOP AND TEACH STEWARDSHIP OF THE LAND AND TO 

DEVELOP AND PROVIDE PUBLIC EDUCATION... 



 
Workshops 

Multiple short workshops were offered this year including: Fermentation and Cheesemaking. 
 

The Organic Market Garden Workshop, which is a10-day program, had 5 participants this 

year, with local people joining in for various aspects of the course.  

 
Permaculture Design Course 
September and October of 2016 saw 13 students enter into an immersive 2-week permaculture 

design course, taught by PINA (Permaculture Institute of North America) certified instructor Rick 

Valley, and co-instructors Brent Howieson and Jodi Peters. 10 students completed the full course 
and received PINA certificates. The course was the first 2 week intensive offered since the mid 1980’s, 

and was a pilot in many aspects. The course covered both theory and hands-on practice of 

permaculture principles and ethics, and instruction was offered in a diversity of methods, from 

guided walks, field trips, group design projects, classroom lectures and slideshows, collaborative 

discussion and independent research. We received helpful positive and critical feedback, which is 
helping us shape our next course, which we are offering in the summer of 2018. 

 

University of Victoria Permaculture Field Study 
The School of Environmental Studies at the University of Victoria (Coast Salish Territories) offers two 

permaculture courses taught by instructors Mike Simpson and Hannah Roessler, and teaching 
assistant Kat Zimmer. 

The first course focuses on design methods. Students are partnered with community organizations to 

create permaculture designs. The second course is a week-long field school hosted at Linnaea Farm 

on Cortes Island BC, where students learn applied skills related to the implementation and 

maintenance of permaculture systems. 

 
Summer Programs 
 
Power of Hope 

POH is a dynamic youth conference. Two sessions are held on the farm, with 45 participants each 

time, aged 13-18 from the Canada, the USA and elsewhere. Youth come from a wide variety of 

backgrounds including inner city and immigrant centers, First Nations communities and group 

homes. The Power of Hope teen events have earned a well-deserved reputation for the excellent work 

they do with youth. Begun in Washington State, Power of Hope now has a Canadian chapter, 
registered with the B.C. government. Linnaea Residents donated their time to organize and lead a 

variety of farm tours, and teen oriented workshops on sustainable living and land stewardship. 

 

GICEL ~ Environmental Leadership Apprentice Program 

GICEL’s programs go beyond traditional environmental education or outdoor education. GICEL offers 

ecologically based and place-based programs rooted in direct experience. The very popular GICEL 

Summer Earth Education Program (SEEP) for children is offered on Mayne, Pender, Saturna, Cortes 

and Salt Spring Islands.  Eight participants attended the camp on Cortes in August. 

 
Michelle’s Yoga 

Linnaea Farm hosts Michelle’s Yoga for an annual 10-day yoga retreat, attended by 50 people.   

 

Harvest Festival 
Linnaea Farm hosted the 10th annual Harvest Festival on a windy September day in the Lakeside 

pasture. Close to 200 people braved the blustery weather to come and celebrate the abundance, 

partake in the amazing food, music and people, and enter their best in the quest for the blue ribbon 

contest. The museum, Cortes Natural Food Coop, local weavers, and Klahoose weavers were all 

present to add more color and flair.  Linnaea Farm raised approx. $1800 from the annual event. The 

http://www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/environmental/
http://linnaeafarm.org/


festival is run entirely by volunteers on farm and off.  A special shoot out to Georgina Silby and 

Michelle Robinson for such amazing games this year! 

 

Apprenticeships 2016 

Adam Schick continued his cultivation of the apprenticeship program at Linnaea Farm.  Jeff Radke 

came on as Market Garden Apprentice year 2. 

 

Mycelium 

In early spring 2015 FOCI and Linnaea Farm partnered to pilot an educational mycroremediation 

project. FOCI (under the instruction of Jim and Dave (From Fungi Perfecti) guided the farm on a 

mycellial project. FOCI provided the initial alder chips and Garden Giant (Stropharia rugosoannulata) 
spawn, and assistance with installation. Linnaea Farm provided the sites for inoculation, labor to 

install the sites, and Adam and Jeff took on monitoring of the system. The installations included a 

number of filtration sites at strategic outflow points, as well as a mother culture bed, where 

interested community members can take spawn to start their own mycroremediation projects. Adam 

and Jeff also installed a hay bale/woodchip filter in the drainage ditch outflow just before it reaches 

the creek, beside the footbridge. In 2016 Production Garden paid for new chips to add to the beds 
ensuring their continuation as a spawn source. 

 

Community Weather Station  
In 2015 the Linnaea Farm weather station received a certificate honoring 55 years of continuous 

weather reporting (this includes earlier reporting when our station ID was associated with the station 

in Tiber Bay). Jeff Radke has taken over the monitoring and entering of weather data. Environment 
Canada visited to service the weather station, and they directed Jeff to give the temperature box a 

fresh coat of paint, which he did. 

  

Linnaea Farm Library 

An extensive collection, including rare and hard to find texts on agriculture, horticulture, building and 

appropriate technology, is available to garden students and Cortes residents. Also, Farm residents have 
personal information files they make available upon request and frequently provide information to Island 

residents who call or visit seeking their expertise on such topics as agriculture, appropriate technology 

and livestock care. 

 

  
Community Use of the Education Center and Farm Buildings 

Linnaea Farm resident stewards are committed to providing Islanders with opportunities to make use of 
the Farm's facilities. The Ed Center is available throughout the year to community groups. Where rent is 
charged it's designed to cover cost of heat and light only. Other spaces on the farm are available at 
different times for community use. 

The Arts 

• use of piano for children and adults to practice, who do not have their own, free of charge 

• rehearsal space for various dancers and musicians 

• Adventures in Leadership hosted art classes 

• Teen Szene hosts a weekly hang out for Cortes youth 13-17 years old 

• Spark Music 

 

 Community Groups 

• food safe kitchen facilities made available for baking/cooking for Cortes community events   

• tutoring and meeting space for Cortes high school students using provincial correspondence 

curriculum 

• various workshops 

• workshops and evening talks on issues of sustainability and food production 



• women's gatherings  

• family evenings with food and games 

• Children’s Forest Theatre troop 

•  
  
Outdoor and Physical Recreation 

• regular use of basketball facilities and baseball equipment during fall, spring and summer 

months to groups on island 

• public access to our trail system on the farm 

• Group of dedicated ping pongers weekly throughout the winter 

• Salmonberry Nature school meets weekly at Linnaea Farm 

    

 Disc Golf Club  
Another successful year of disc golf with Linnaea Farm hosting six tournaments and the disc golfers 

running two off-farm tournaments on Marina Island and Forbes Bay. New Linnaea Farm Society board 

member, Harriet Quint, ran the annual Dog Days Open, with approx. 40 discers. Award Ceremonies were 

hosted by new island residences, Rae and Tracy. The following day saw the 10th anniversary of “Big Stupid 
Guy” tournament. 
 
Visitors 

Our visitors' policy continues to encourage hundreds of Canadian and International visitors annually to come 

and learn at Linnaea Farm. We maintain guest rooms that can be reserved for a minimal fee at most times 

throughout the year. Visitors receive tours and have the opportunity to participate in aspects of the farm's 

operations that are of interest to them. This year we completed a self guided tour with signs throughout the 

farm, which will enable visitors to receive more information about current projects and ensure safety walking 

through the farm. 
Information and ideas visitors can explore at Linnaea include: 

• greenhouse techniques 

• use of indigenous materials for structures, walls, fences, etc. 

• seed collection, growing of various berries, fruit and nut trees, nursery plants 

• restoration of fields, stream and forest environments through permaculture principals, managed grazing 

patterns, hedges and encouragement of diversity in plant species 
• composting and composting toilets 

• propagation of indigenous and imported plants, (e.g. bamboo) 

• land trusting philosophy and examples 

 

• animal husbandry 
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