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Edith Watson

From: Noba Anderson <director@cortesisland.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2018 12:34 PM
To: Tom Yates; Edith Watson
Subject: Director's Report
Attachments: 2018-04-04 to EASC & SRD Board- Cortes Community Housing.docx

Hello Tom and Edie ‐ as promised 
 
Please include this Director's report on both the upcoming EASC and Board agendas.  
Many thanks, Noba 
 
 
‐‐  
Director, Noba Anderson 
Cortes Island, Area B 
Strathcona Regional District 
director@cortesisland.com 
Tel: 250‐935‐0320 
  
  



 

Noba Anderson, Director 

Cortes– Electoral Area ‘B’ 
Tel:  250-935-0320   E-mail: director@cortesisland.com

 

 
The views expressed in this letter are those of the director and do not necessarily reflect those of the corporation or the full board of directors. 

 
Dear fellow elected EASC members 
 
April 4, 2018 
 
I am delighted to share with you news about a new Cortes Community Housing initiative. 
We all deserve a good safe place to live. Housing is a basic human right. I know that without 
a stable home I would not be able to invest in my community in the way I do. Many of my 
constituents do not have such a home. This winter, it has been my greatest pleasure to work 
with the Cortes Community Housing Committee, empowered by both the newly formed 
Cortes Island Foundation and the long-standing Cortes Island Seniors Society. It has taken 
everyone involved and we have moved mountains to buy over 50 acres of land in Manson’s 
Landing for the long-term provision of stable, year-round, affordable community housing. 
Please visit our website at www.cortescommunityhousing.org and read all about the project. 
I have included below some of the key text from the website for your immediate reading. 
The Senior’s Society will be making re-zoning application as well as funding application to 
BC Housing to assist in building community housing on this new land. 
 
As you know, being on a board of a society could, with its associated votes, would put me in 
a conflict of interest position if its business crossed with that of the Regional District. To 
that end I have consistently declined all such offers and have opted instead to sit on various 
committees, the Cortes Local Economic Action Planning committee, the Cortes Parks and 
Trails committee, the Cortes Transportation committee and now the Cortes Community 
Housing Committee. Serving on committees is a way of stretching my more formal political 
role into one of community action, enabling me to get directly involved without putting 
myself in a decision-making role. Being on a working group is not a conflict of interest 
position. The CAO and I have conferred with legal counsel to double check this to be true. 
When zoning and funding decisions are made at the Regional District about these 
community projects, I can cleanly continue to act in both roles with the community’s best 
interest at heart and with an open mind to public input and need.    
 
I wanted to both share with you this exciting Cortes development and let you know about 
my involvement as it relates to business that will come before this committee and the board. 
I would be more than happy to answer any questions and discuss this further.  

 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Noba Anderson, Regional Director 

http://www.cortescommunityhousing.org/
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WHAT  

 
Click on the map to enlarge. 

 
Together, we are fulfilling the dream of affordable stable year-round rental housing for 
community members of all ages. The Cortes Island Seniors Society has purchased a 51 acre 
parcel close to downtown Mansons, and are in the process of buying the adjoining 2.6 acre 
commercial lot capable of supporting local business enterprises. 
 
In the first phase of development, we envision rezoning the existing Senior’s Village to 
include an additional four units to begin to accommodate some of the 14 seniors already on 
the waiting list. 
 
Thereafter, the clearest already identified need through multiple housing surveys and public 
input, is for rental homes of various sizes for low income seniors, singles and families, which 
may be built on a modest part of the 51 acres, leaving a large parcel, which if planned well, 
could be enough land to address much of our community’s housing needs for years to come. 
 

VISION 
• Family housing clusters of rental homes to retain young families, plus accommodating 
individuals and couples 
• Expanding the existing Senior’s Village by four units 
• A new Senior’s Village with more rental options on this new land 
• Cluster housing concept enables shared neighbourhood septic and water systems, with the 

http://www.cortescommunityhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/map.jpg
http://www.cortescommunityhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/map.jpg
http://www.cortescommunityhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/map.jpg
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potential for an innovative shared energy design  
• Commons would be developed for public trails, community garden, workshop-business-
office amenities. 
 

SITE 
The 51 acres of prime flat residential zoned land situated between Cemetery and Beasley 
roads, is perfectly situated all within five minutes walk of downtown Manson’s.  We are also 
purchasing an additional 2.6 acres of commercial zoned land capable of supporting local 
business enterprises. 
 

BENEFITS 
• Support a thriving and diverse island population of all ages and varied means 
• Develop more walking trails to and from the downtown Manson’s Village 
• Local jobs for island mills, carpenters, and value-added woodwork 
• Keeping our island school viable with a growing number of children 
• Opportunity to start educational apprenticeship programs for a new generation of builders 
• Maximizing use of local lumber from our new Cortes Community Forest 
• Kick-start our Local Economic Action Plan (LEAP). 
 

EXTENDED VISION 
We get to co-create, imagine, to dream together what might be possible on the remaining 
acres. What might we need? 
– Tiny home sites? 
– Equity Co-op Homes for those who wish to downsize in their elder years? 
– Expanded care for those who wish to age in place? 
– Summer accommodations for seasonal employees? 
We will go one step at a time, one phase at a time, with a flexible vision and an open ear. 
• That this project could be replicable in other parts of the island, if there is a need and 
opportunity to do so. 
 

FOR WHOM 
Any Cortes Islander who qualifies for affordable housing. 
• To seniors already on the waiting list for the existing Senior’s Village. 
• For individuals & couples who qualify for affordable housing. 
• For families who do not qualify for a mortgage or are not in a financial position to buy a 
home. 
• For elder home owners looking to simplify their lifestyle or downsize. 
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