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Edith Watson

From: jimabram@xplornet.ca
Sent: Monday, May 14, 2018 12:04 PM
To: Edith Watson; Tom Yates
Cc: David Leitch; Michele Babchuk
Subject: Integrated Oceans Advisory Committee (MPA) Report
Attachments: Proposed NVI OAC Agenda_16-17 May 2018.pdf; MPA Network Upcoming Engagement 2018.pdf

Can you please include this on our next Board meeting agenda as a Directors Report since I have been 
appointed to represent the board’s interests along with the other Regional District Reps. 
 
The Agenda for the upcoming meeting (May 16/17) is attached and the Summary of expectations of the 
meeting is also included. 
 
If anyone has input, feel free to forward it to me prior to fall, so I may have it for my information at the table. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Jim Abram 
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PROPOSED AGENDA 

North Vancouver Island (NVI) Ocean Advisory Committee 
Maritime Heritage Center 

621 Island Highway, Campbell River 

May 16-17, 2018 

 

Meeting Objectives: 

 To provide an update on work undertaken since the last meeting; 

 To review and discuss the overall approach and schedule for developing a preliminary 
network scenario(s); 

 To review and discuss outputs of spatial analyses and the process undertaken to identify 
areas for consideration; 

 To gather initial feedback and additional information relating to the ecological, cultural, 
social and economic values associated with these areas; and 

 To review and discuss the tentative schedule for next steps in the MPA network planning 
process and points of engagement.  

 

Day 1: Wednesday, May 16th, 2018 

Time Agenda Item 

9:00-9:20 Informal Meet and Greet 

9:20-9:40 Welcome and Introductions 

9:40-10:15 Process Overview and Update 

10:15-10:45 Network Scenario Development 

10:45-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:00 Overview of Areas for Consideration 

12:00-1:00 Lunch (Provided) 

1:00-3:30 Review and Discussion of Areas for Consideration  

3:30-3:45 Break 

3:45-4:30 About tomorrow 

Adjourn Day 1 (4:30 pm) 
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Day 2: Thursday, May 17th, 2018 

Time Agenda Item 

9:00-9:30 Overview of Day 2 

9:30-10:30 Review and Discussion of Areas for Consideration 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:00 Review and Discussion of Areas for Consideration 

12:00-1:00 Lunch (Provided) 

1:00-2:30 Review and Discussion of Areas for Consideration 

2:30-2:45 Break 

2:45-3:30 Workplan and Next Steps  

3:30-4:30 SeaSketch Training Session (Optional) 

Adjourn Day 2 (4:30 pm) 



 

 

 
 

Northern Shelf Bioregion Marine Protected Area (MPA) 

Network Planning 

Upcoming Engagement 2018 
 

Context 

The Marine Protected Area Technical Team (MPATT) is coordinating advisory committee meetings in 

May and June 2018 to engage members on the next stage of MPA network planning for the Northern 

Shelf Bioregion. One meeting will be held in each of the sub-regions, followed by a meeting of the 

bioregional advisory committee, to provide an opportunity to: 

 Examine areas of high value emerging from the spatial analysis and initial discussions amongst 

the governance partners;  

 Gather early feedback and additional information about these areas, particularly their 

ecological, social, cultural, and economic importance, and any additional considerations that 

may support future evaluation of the MPA network scenario(s); and 

 Clarify how these areas will help to support future development of MPA network scenario(s). 

Advisory committee members will also be given 4 weeks to provide additional written feedback on these 

areas following the advisory meetings. 

Identifying areas for further consideration 

In April 2018, MPATT reviewed spatial information for each sub-region and used Marxan outputs to help 

identify broad areas of high ecological and/or cultural value. In some cases, available data about these 

areas was supplemented by site-specific knowledge from the governance partners. In May and June 

2018, MPATT will be discussing these areas with each sub-regional advisory committee and the 

bioregional advisory committee. 

The identified areas do not represent proposed MPAs and, collectively, do not constitute a proposed 

network scenario. The areas have been identified to help gather feedback about distinct “hotspots”. To 

support the discussions with advisory committee members, MPATT anticipates developing and sharing 

short (approximately 3 page) descriptions of each area. 

  



 

 

 

Purpose of the Spring Advisory Committee Meetings  

The upcoming advisory committee meetings present an opportunity to combine the analysis of 

information gathered to date with advisory committee members’ local knowledge of areas for further 

consideration. At these meetings, members will be asked to provide information and to clarify their 

interests in the various areas. Key questions will include: 

 Are there areas that you are surprised appear, or don’t appear, as “hotspots” in the analysis?  

 Are some areas of greater or lesser conservation value? Please explain. 

 Are there significant interests or concerns associated with particular areas? If so, what are they? 

At these meetings, potential levels of protection will not be discussed. Feedback from these sessions, 

particularly around local and socio-economic values, will provide MPATT with additional information 

needed to proceed with developing draft network design scenario(s). 

Next Steps 

Following the meetings in May and June, MPATT will be taking the information gathered and 

incorporating the process’s agreed-to principles, guidelines, and design strategies to develop one or 

more draft network design scenarios. These scenarios are likely to include some of the areas discussed 

in spring engagement, and potentially new areas needed to achieve the objectives of the MPA network. 

MPATT anticipates comparing and evaluating the resulting scenario(s) against performance metrics, 

which are being developed to reflect the goals and objectives of the MPA network planning process and 

the interests and values of the governing partners and advisory committee members. Once network 

scenario(s) have been developed, there will be opportunities in the fall to review, propose changes, and 

participate in the evaluation and refinement of draft network scenario(s). 
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