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Strathcona 
REGIONAL DISTRICT 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE: February 13, 2018 
FILE: 0550-04 

TO: Chair and Directors, 
Regional Board 

FROM: Dave Leitch 
Chief Administrative Officer 

RE: QUADRA ISLAND BURN BYLAW 

PURPOSE/PROBLEM 
To consider providing a letter of appreciation to Ms. Dalyce Dogterom for her continued efforts on 
behalf of the people of northern Quadra Island regarding expanded fire services. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
At the February 7, 2018 meeting of the Electoral Areas Services Committee the attached 
correspondence was received concerning the proposal for an island-wide bylaw governing open 
burning for Quadra Island. At that time the Committee passed the following resolution: 

Leigh/Whalley: EASC 57/18 

THAT Dalyce Dogterom be sent a letter of thanks for her continued efforts on behalf of the people 
of Northern Quadra Island regarding expanded fire services. 

In accordance with the direction given by the Board at its August 9, 2017 meeting, it is staff's 
intention to meet with the South Quadra Improvement District in the near future to explore various 
options for addressing the wildfire concerns that have been brought to the Board's attention. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received. 

2. THAT a letter of thanks be sent to Dalyce Dogterom for her continued efforts on behalf of the 
people of Northern Quadra Island regarding expanded fire services. 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Prepared by: T. Yates, Corporate Services Manager 

Attachments: Copy of January 18, 2018 correspondence from Dalyce Dogterom 



                                                                                                         
                                                                                                        Dalyce Dogterom 
Attention: Tom Yates                                                                      P.O. Box 271 
Corporate Services Manager                                                          Heriot Bay, B.C.VOP 1HO 
                                                                                                        January 18, 2018 
 To: Chair and Directors of Strathcona Regional District 
       Electoral Areas Services Committee 
 
This letter is in response to the Staff Report of November 29, 2017, and subsequent S.R.D. Meeting of 
January 10, 2018, regarding Quadra Island Burning Regulations. The Staff Report provided some 
interesting alternatives to be researched in finding a solution so all of Quadra Island would be in a safer 
position from the potential threat of a devastating forest fire. It is encouraging to learn that the South 
Quadra Fire Protection District Board of Trustees are supportive of looking at options to address the 
situation. 
 
The recent house fire at Bold Point on December 14, 2017 highlights the serious inadequacy of 
the current policy surrounding fire response on private lands in the North Quadra Island forest. 
Explosions were heard and the sky turned red just before dark, the initial 911 call was made, the 
operator said sorry but you are out of the Fire Protection District, stay clear. It was explained that this 
was not an option and neighbors were notified to attend the location with fire equipment.  The second 
911 call then went out as the red sky expanded. There was concern that the fire was spreading into the 
forest. The R.C.M.P.  arrived quickly, and said that if evacuation was necessary it would be conducted 
door to door. Meanwhile, neighbors discovered a house fully engulfed by flame.  The ambulance 
arrived on scene and hauled the residents of the home away to be treated for smoke inhalation. The 
R.C.M.P. Officer observed that the main power line connected to the house was now in the pond. This 
was the only source of water available for any attempt in trying to keep the fire from spreading into the 
forest, and could not be utilized. It was understood that both B.C. Hydro and Coastal Fire would attend.  
Within a few hours the officer stated that neither B.C.  Hydro or Coastal Fire would be attending, and 
that everyone should stay away from the pond, and go home.  By this time the home had collapsed, still 
a major blaze. Fortunately, there was no wind that evening, and the forest was moist enough that the 
trees did not catch fire. 
 
The next morning, Coastal Fire phoned the residence where the 911 call was made from for an       
update, and were told all was well, but a few neighbors returned to the fire scene to find that the hydro 
line had been disconnected and the pond could now be used. Although the flames were gone, there 
were still major hot spots in the core. There was also smoke coming from underground outside of the 
house perimeter, and extending up the ridge and into the forest. It was disturbing to realize that 
although it was moist enough above ground to suppress a fire spread, below ground was burning and 
extending its reach.  A pump was set up, the hotspots and underground fires were extinguished within a 
few hours of steady pumping. Later in the day, a strong wind sprang up so we were greatly relieved that 
the threat was now over. For days after, close attention was paid to where the underground burning   
occurred to ensure that the spread had been contained.  A home was lost, but no one lost their lives. It 
could have been much worse. In a dryer season the scenario would have been completely different. The 
forest would have been burning, and spreading into the crown land. Evacuation would have been 
necessary. 
 
What can be done in order to make the island safer from wildfire?  According to the staff report there 
are currently not many options available. The concept of the three fire halls has  been a non starter from 
day one. The Quadra Island Fire Department explained this when the petition draft was first sent to 
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them  on March 7 ,2017.  Besides the enormous costs associated with building and  outfitting the 
fire halls with all the equipment necessary for fire fighting, the siting of them, the staffing requirement, 
the liability and security issues all make this  unworkable. Instead  of continuing the discussion of 
fire halls, which we already know is not feasible, this non-option needs to be put to rest.  At  the 
September 11 ,2017 Quadra Fire Department  Board of Trustees Meeting, it was wondered whether 
it would be possible  in a fire emergency situation to dispatch a truck from the Heriot Bay fire hall, 
for backup support to residents, and also as professional assessment to the degree of threat, and 
if a greater response would be necessary to control the fire spread. This would be of great benefit, but 
would also have its limitations. 
 
 There are residences  on North Quadra that would be inaccessible to a fire truck, as well as long, steep 
driveways onto rocky ridges, with little or no water. These properties would also  be a no go zone for 
neighbors due to the fire trap of a burning forest. Air support would be the only way  of attacking such 
fires. Currently Coastal  Fire has a mandate to fight fires on crown land, not on private lands.                
A  co-ordinated approach between  fire-fighting agencies would be the best alternative in an effort to 
keep wildfires at bay.  A swift response is vitally important in all fire starts.  The best intentions of 
neighbors, the majority of a senior age cannot be expected  to keep the forest in which we all live from 
burning. We need help. 
 
Island wide burning regulations are equally important in attempting to keep Quadra safer. Early in 
September 2017, after an extremely dry and windy summer, the South Quadra Fire Protection District 
imposed a chainsaw ban . They  were concerned about sparks setting off fires. While they had the 
authority to do this on the south end , due to jurisdictional differences, they were unable to do the same 
on the north island. This set up a dangerous situation for the whole island. At this time of year  
everyone is scrambling for winter firewood, and all that pressure was directed  at  north Quadra.  
Fortunately for the island, some rain fell  later in the month,  the fire threat was reduced, and the ban 
was lifted. 
Quadra Fire Hazard Ratings have always been set by Coastal Fire. Last year was an exception when 
the Provincial Fire Ban came into effect for the whole province. A local authority, whose mandate is 
strictly focused on fire prevention strategy would be better suited to decide what is best for Quadra 
Island.  All burn regulations need to be strict, enforceable, and have the support of the community. 
 
The weather patterns of the last few years have been producing extreme weather events throughout 
the world. Quadra Island is not immune. In 2016 there was a flood that washed the road out to 
North Quadra. A few months later the road was closed again due to a  forest fire caused by a 
cedar branch falling on a hydro line in an intense windstorm. 2017 was the worst year ever for 
wildfires! On Quadra, extremely dry conditions were made even worse by almost daily wind events 
turning the forest into tinder. 
 
Changing climatic conditions, as well as more people living, working, and playing in the forest requires 
a new and different approach to fire prevention strategy. I sincerely hope that new policies 
can be developed in order to keep Quadra Island safer from wildfire. 
 
Thank you to everyone who is working on a safer future for Quadra Island. 
 
cc: Quadra Island Fire Department; Claire Trevena, M.L.A. ; Judy Hagen                                         
 
 Respectfully,                                                                                                  
 Dalyce Dogterom  250-285-3180 
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