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Fellow SRD Directors 
November 12, 2019 
 
A few months ago, I shared with you information about a Rural Island Economic 
alliance that I have been a part of shaping. At the time, our efforts were still forming. 
The Rural Islands Economic Forum (RIEF) is a grassroots initiative organized as a 
means for cultivating enduring rural island-wide economic partnerships. 
 
I am now pleased to report that we just completed our first, of what I expect wil l be 
many, Rural Island Economic Forum. This sold-out first Forum, which took place on 
Pender, November 7-8, provided an opportunity for a beautifully wide range of participants 
and presenters to network with like-minded people, help set the agenda for economic capacity 
building in the rural islands, and frame new rural inter-island partnerships.   
 

 
 
The interactive, rural island-focused program featured seasoned activists and subject matter 
specialists. Participants had the opportunity to engage in lively dialogue through program 
panels, workshops, case studies and roundtables as well as participant plenary sessions. 
The Forum engaged over 40 program contributors who joined attendees in addressing a 
variety of current issues related to rural island economic well-being. I have attached the 
program overview here for your reference. More information can be found at 
www.ruralislandsforum.com  

http://www.ruralislandsforum.com/
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There were over 100 delegates at the Forum. All rural islands (except two) serviced by BC 
Ferries were represented including: Malcom, Cormorant, Quadra, Cortes, Denman, Hornby, 
Lasqueti, Gambier, Bowen, Gabriola, Thetis, Saltspring, Galiano, Mayne, Pender, Saturna 
plus the San Juans. Other Regional Directors were present as well as Island Trustees and 
their staff. We also had delegates from First Nations and their economic development 
corporations, the Provincial government (both elected and management from various 
ministries), local chamber of commerce representatives and island economic development 
organisations (RD commissions and independent societies). Needless to say it was diverse 
and I am happy to share that it was quite well received.  
 
I have long craved a space in which to share with, and learn from, other rural islands. It was 
a great honour to be on both the executive and program committees helping to make this 
gathering a reality. I also gave a presentation and facilitated a large discussion on the 
economics of climate change. The SRD’s Victoria Smith was also a presenter on a 
‘connectivity’ panel. It was great to see her there. I was joined by 5 other Cortes delegates 
from the Cortes Community Economic Development Association, the Cortes Community 
Forest Co-op and the Cortes Transportation Committee. There were also (I believe) five 
Quadra representatives from the Discovery Island Chamber of Commerce and individual 
businesses.  
 
Now we have tasked ourselves with a few next steps. First we will be putting together a 
comprehensive Forum report, with public access to the various presentations offered, panel 
summaries, recommended actions, summary notes, etc. We will also release video footage of 
panels and workshops as well as individual interviews with participants. After that, we are 
committed to supporting the formation of ongoing spaces for rural island residents to share 
information, collaborate on common interest and build spaces for joint advocacy. I look 
forward to our continued work together in support of wellbeing on our coastal rural islands.     
 
Our Supporting Partners included: 

·      BC Rural Centre 
·      Bowen Island Municipality Community Economic Development Committee  
·      Cortes Island Business & Tourism Association 
·      Discovery Island Chamber of Commerce 
·      Gabriola Island Economic Development 
·      I-SEA (Institute for Sustainability Education Action) 
·      Island Savings Credit Union 
·      Islands Trust Council 
·      Labour Market Partnership Program-WorkBC 
·      Noba Anderson, Cortes-Director-Electoral Area ‘B’ 
·      Namgis Economic Development Corp. 
·      Regional District of Mount Waddington 
·      Salt Spring Island Community Economic Development Commission 
·      San Juan County Economic Development Council 
·      Shaw Communications 
·      Southern Gulf Islands Community Resource Centre 
·      Southern Gulf Islands Community Economic Sustainability Commission 
·      Southern Gulf Islands Tourism Partnership Society 
·      Sysco Canada 
·      Vancity-Cormorant Island Community Branch 

https://www.bcruralcentre.org/
https://www.bowenislandmunicipality.ca/cedc
http://ourcortes.com/cibat/
http://www.discoveryislands.ca/chamber/
https://hellogabriola.ca/community-ecdev/
https://www.i-sea.ca/
https://www.islandsavings.ca/Business/
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/
https://www.workbc.ca/Employment-Services/Community-and-Employer-Partnerships/Labour-Market-Partnerships.aspx
https://www.nobaanderson.ca/
http://www.namgis.bc.ca/portfolios/economic-development/
http://www.northislandresource.ca/
http://opportunitysaltspring.ca/
https://www.sanjuansedc.org/
https://www.shaw.ca/
https://www.sgicommunityresources.ca/
https://www.sustainableislands.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernGulfIslandsTourismPartnership/
https://www.sysco.ca/
https://www.vancity.com/AdviceAndPlanning/?xcid=pers_megamenu_planning
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Sincerely,   

 
Noba Anderson, Regional Director 
 
 
 


