Strathcona
REGIONAL DISTRICT

STAFF REPORT

FILE: 0550-04 Board

DATE:

November 8, 2019

TO:

Chair and Directors
Regional Board

FROM:

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

BYLAW No. 374 - QUATHIASKI COVE SEWER SERVICE USER FEES AMENDMENT

PURPOSE/PROBLEM

To consider adoption of Bylaw No. 374 which would adjust the Quathiaski Cove sewer service
user rates as directed at the November 6, 2019 Regional Board meeting.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At its November 6, 2019 meeting the Regional Board considered the attached report and passed
the following resolution:
Abram/Leigh: 977/19
THAT a bylaw amendment to authorize an overall rate increase of 3% compounding annually for
the Quathiaski Cove sewer system be prepared for the Board's consideration.
The attached Bylaw No. 374 amends the Quathiaksi Cove sewer user rates as directed by the
Board. This may result in a revenue shortfall of as much as $16,000 for 2019, however it is
anticipated that further rate increases in 2020 and subsequent years, as well as additional
properties that will be connecting to the system following recent extension upgrades will offset
this deficit. It was determined that the 3% compounding increase since the last user fee increase
in 2015 for a total increase of 13% provides a more palatable option to stakeholders in moving
this service to a more sustainable revenue model.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.
2. THAT Bylaw No. 374, being a bylaw to amend the rates charged for use of the Quathiaski
Cove community sewer system, be now introduced and read a first time.
3. THAT the rules be suspended and Bylaw No. 374 be given second and third readings.
4. THAT Bylaw No. 374, being Quathiaski Cove Sewer Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013,
Amendment No. 4, be reconsidered, finally passed and adopted.
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Respectfully:

David 6i1ch'
Chief Administrative Officer

Prepared by: Mynah Foort, BBA, CPA, CA, Chief Financial Officer
Attachment:
1) Bylaw No. 374, Quathiaski Cove Sewer Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013, Amendment No. 4
2) Copy of October 17, 2019 report to the Regional Board

Strathcona

REGIONAL DISTRICT

BYLAW NO. 374

A BYLAW TO AMEND THE RATES CHARGED FOR USE OF THE QUATHIASKI
COVE COMMUNITY SEWER SYSTEM

WHEREAS the Strathcona Regional District has, by Bylaw No. 173, established rates for
use of the Quathiaski Cove community sewer system;

AND WHEREAS the Regional District wishes to amend certain of the rates charged for
use of the aforesaid sewer system:

NOW THEREFORE the Board of Directors of the Strathcona Regional District, in open
meeting assembled, enacts as follows:
Amendment
1.

Bylaw No. 173 is hereby amended by deleting Schedule 'C' in its entirety and substituting
therefor a new Schedule 'C', attached to and forming part of this bylaw.

Effective Date
2.

This bylaw is effective on the date of its adoption.

Citation
3.

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as Bylaw No. 374, being Quathiaski Cove Sewer
Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013, Amendment No. 4.

READ A FIRST TIME ON THE

DAY OF

2019

READ A SECOND TIME ON THE

DAY OF

2019

READ A THIRD TIME ON THE

DAY OF

2019
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SCHEDULE "C"
Sewer System Fees and Charges

USER FEES

ANNUAL CHARGE

Residential Users
Dwelling Unit (per unit)

$575.00

Dwelling Unit with STEP System

$545.00

Commercial/Industrial Users
Commercial and Industrial (not more than 4 units)

$2,300.00

Commercial and Industrial (per unit charge for building or
building compound with more than 4 units)

$575.00

Institutional Users
School

$14,950.00

Other Institutional, Government and Police
CONNECTION FEES

$1,725.00
PER CONNECTION CHARGE

Fees to connect a parcel of land to the sewer system:
Owner Installed
a)

Application fee

b)

Sewer connection fee

c)

Re-inspection fee (if required)

$300.00
$1,000.00
$200.00

Regional District Installed
a)

Application fee

b)

Sewer connection fee

c)

The actual cost of construction of the work including but not limited to
all pavement and boulevard work, with an initial deposit of 125% of the
cost of work estimated by the Regional District,

$300.00
$1,500.00
Actual cost plus
10% administration
fee

Strathcona
REGIONAL DISTRICT

STAFF REPORT
DATE:

October 17, 2019

TO:

Chair and Directors
Regional Board

FROM:

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

QuATHIASKI COVE SEWER SYSTEM RATES AMENDMENT

FILE: 0550-04

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PY

PURPOSE
To consider increasing the user rates for the Quathiaski Cove sewer system to recover the cost
of providing the service as identified in the 2019-2023 Financial Plan.

At its October 9, 2019 meeting the Electoral Areas Services Committee considered the attached
report and passed the following recommendation:
Leigh/Whalley: EASC 183/19

O

THAT the Committee recommend that Bylaw 173 be amended to reflect an overall rate increase
of 3% compounding annually.

C

The table below summarizes the implications of accepting the Committee's recommendation in
relation to the existing revenues and the revenue projections contained in the 2019-2023 Financial
Plan.
2018
(Existing)

2019 (Proposed
based on current
Financial Plan)

2019
(EASC
recommendation)

Dwelling Unit (per unit)
Dwelling Unit with STEP System
Commercial/Industrial Users
Commercial and Industrial (not more
than 4 units)
Commercial and Industrial (per unit
charge for building or building
compound with more than 4 units)

$510.00
$485.00

$640.00
$605.00

$575.00
$545.00

$2,040.00

$2,550.00

$2,300.00

$510.00

$640.00

$575.00

Institutional Users
$13,260.00
School
$1,530.00
Other Institutional, Government and
Police

$16,575.00
$1,915.00

$14,950.00
$1,725.00

Fee Type (Schedule C, Bylaw 173)

Residential Users

As identified in the 2019-2023 Financial Plan, the user fees required to balance the projected
costs of providing the Quathiaski Cove sewer service indicate a 25% rate increase from current
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rates. However, as recommended by the Committee, to moderate the significant increase in rates
in 2019 and recognizing the additional properties that have connected or will be connecting to the
system following the recent extension upgrades, an inflationary increase of 3% compounded
annually from 2015 when the rates were last increased was a palatable option to move this service
to sustainable revenues.
Although adopting the rate increases recommended by the Committee may result in a revenue
shortfall of as much as $16,000 for 2019 it is anticipated that further rate increases of 3% annually
will minimize revenue shortfalls for 2020 and subsequent years.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.
2. THAT a bylaw amendment to authorize an overall rate increase of 3% compounding annually
for the Quathiaski Cove sewer system be prepared for the Board's consideration.

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

PY

Respectfuy:

Attachment:

O

Prepared by: Mynah Foort, BBA, CPA, CA, Chief Financial Officer

C

Copy of October 1, 2019 report to the Electoral Areas Services Committee

Strathcona

REGIONAL DISTRICT

STAFF REPORT
DATE:

October 1, 2019

TO:

Chair and Directors
Electoral Area Services Committee

FROM:

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

QUATHIASKI COVE SEWER RATES AMENDMENT

FILE: 0550-04 EASC
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PURPOSE
To consider increasing the user rates in the Quathiaski Cove sewer rates and regulations bylaw
to recover the cost of providing the service as identified in the 2019-2023 Financial Plan.

O

POLICY ANALYSIS I LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
The Regional District is required by legislation to operate services on a balanced budget basis
while adhering to the requirements of its operating permit and its own bylaws. The Local
Government Act permits the Board to set fees and charges to recover the costs of providing
services and allows the imposition of fees based on any specified factors and allows different fees
to be established for different classes. The legislation also stipulates that the Regional District
must make available to the public a report respecting how the fees were determined. Quathiaski
Cove Sewer Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013 (Consolidated), establishes the rates applicable
for residential and non-residential users of the Quathiaski Cove sewer system.

C

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Quathiaski Cove sewer service is responsible for the collection, treatment, and disposal of
sewer to approximately 175 property owners. The cost of delivering these services is currently
recovered through user fees, which need to be increased when predicted costs of providing the
service exceed the current user fee rates. This includes the provision for operating costs and
funding for the capital plans for asset replacement or renewal on sewer infrastructure.
As identified in the 2019-2023 Financial Plan, the user fees required to balance the costs of
providing the Quathiaski Cove sewer service requires a 25% rate increase from 2018 rates.
Fee Type (Schedule C, Bylaw 173)

2018
(Existing)

2019
(Proposed)

Residential Users
Dwelling Unit (per unit)
Dwelling Unit with STEP System
Commercial/Industrial Users
Commercial and Industrial (not more than 4 units)
Commercial and Industrial (per unit charge for building or
building compound with more than 4 units)
Institutional Users
School
Other Institutional, Government and Police

$510.00
$485.00

$640.00
$605.00

$2,040.00

$2,550.00

$510.00

$640.00

$13,260.00
$1,530.00

$16,575.00
$1 915.00
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To balance the budget to provide sewage services to Quathiaski Cove residents and commercial
enterprises, the user fee revenues for 2018 of $110,231 is budgeted for 2019 at $148,418, which
is a 35% increase. However, the rate increase is only 25% due to additional properties on the
system with the recent sewer extension project which spreads out the costs of this service to more
users. These increases are required to balance the projected costs of this service for 2019 and
future years to ensure sustainable service delivery on this key community system.
Note this does not consider funding for emergent repairs, capital re-investment, or grant leverage
funding for aging infrastructure including the replacement of the sewer treatment plant. Future
discussions will propose implementing a revenue structure for this service that considers ongoing
capital re-investment and contingency funds. The implementation of a parcel tax has been
contemplated in the 5-year plan in recent years; a parcel tax would be charged to all property
owners in the service boundary whether connected to the sewer system therefore this would
provide a fair distribution of costs to existing and future sewer users.

PY

CmzEN/PuBuc RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS
Rate increases to maintain base service levels has been considered in the financial planning
deliberations to balance the budget on this service since 2017. Rate increases have been delayed
given the pending completion of the sewer extension project and consideration of new users
joining the system and related new revenues to the operations. This project has been completed
and the user fees need to be increased to fund the ongoing costs to maintain and operate the
system. The billing will include a newsletter to the system users updating them on the fee increase
required to maintain service levels, as the rates have not increased since 2015.

RECOMMENDATIONS

O

Payments are due 30 days from the invoice mailing date; however, property owners have until
December 31 each year to remit payment without penalty which will be noted in the newsletter.

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.

C

2. THAT the Committee recommend that Bylaw 173 be amended to reflect the adjusted rates
for users of the Quathiaski Cove sewage system as outlined in the October 1, 2019 report
from the Chief Administrative Officer.
Resp9ptfully)
/

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer
Prepared by: Mynah Foort, BBA, CPA, CA, Chief Financial Officer
Jesse Humphreys, Environmental Services Coordinator
Attachments:
1) 2019-2023 Financial Plan Details (Area C, Base Operating Budgets, Function 331 — Quathiaski
Cove Sewer)
2) Current Bylaw No. 173 (a bylaw to regulate the use of the Quathiaski Cove Sewage system and
to provide for the imposition and collection of rates)
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Electoral Area C — Base Operating Budgets
Function 331 - Quathiaski Cove Sewer
2018

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Projection

Budget

Budget

Budget

Budget

Budget

Budget

331 - Quathiaski Cove Sewer
2-Frontageandparceltaxes
3-Sales of services

-

-

(113,131)

9-Prioryearsurplus
Operating Revenue Total
11-Operating expenses
18-Transfersto reserves

(151,418)

(30,000)

(30,000)

(30,000)

(30,000)

(156,038)

(157,540)

(158,869)

(160,425)

(52,005)

(52,006)

(47,846)

(165,136)

(199,108)

(199,264)

(186,038)

(187,540)

(188,869)

(190,425)

117,290

199,108

191,764

166,038

162,540

163,869

165,425

331 - Quathiaski Cove Sewer

(47,846)

199,108

-

7,500

20,000

25,000

25,000

25,000

186,038

187,540

188,869

190,425
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117,290

-

199,264

-

-

Operating Expense Total

Budget Variance Highlights:
•

(147,102)

2 — New parcel tax was planned for 2019 however discussions with the Province on the system extension grant
resulted in an expanded scope and term for the Q-Cove sewer project that delayed implementation until 2020.

•

3 — User fee increase budgeted since 2017 to $150,000 to balance ongoing costs of running Q-Cove sewer service,
however these increases were put on hold by the Area Director in anticipating of a greater number of new

O

connections. Anticipated user fee increases in 2019 to balance the service is estimated at 25%; residential fees
projected to increase from $510 to $638 annually. Revenue increase required is 35%, however this is offset by an
additional estimated 16 new connections to system, from 170 to 186 in 2019.
•

9/11 — Prior year surplus includes $42,000 carried to 2019 for connection inspection fees and other charges

•

C

related to sewer system expansion and related upgrades.
18 — Incremental transfers to capital reserve budgeted for ongoing capital maintenance on the system.

Overview:

The Q-Cove sewer system collects wastewater from approximately 170 dwellings in 2018 and expected to increase to 186
dwellings in 2019 for the remaining users for the sewer extension project completed in 2017. The SRD continues to invest
in upgrades to the system with the utilization of available provincial grants and Community Works Funds.
The authority for this service was established May 30, 1994 through Bylaw 1588, with a subsequent amendment with
Bylaw 2870. This service is currently funded by user fees; however, the service bylaw provides for the provision of parcel
taxes, and property value taxation to a requisition maximum of $30,000 for the defined portion of Electoral Area C.

Goals for 2019/2020:
•

Complete the major capital project which included the system extension, lift station and generator upgrades;
funded 83% by provincial grants and 17% by SRD funds through external borrowing.

•

Complete upgrades on the marine outfall for system integrity.

•

Update user fee bylaw to required rates to fund ongoing service delivery, including the consideration of a parcel
tax rate implementation.

2019-2023 APPROVED FiNANCIAL PLAN

192
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Quathiaski Cove Sewer Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013
(CONSOLIDATED)
The following is a consolidated version of bylaw and includes the following amendment
bylaws:
BYLAW
No.

BYLAW NAME

ADOPTED

SRD
204

Quathiaski Cove Sewer
Rates and Regulations
Bylaw 2013, Amendment
No. I

August 28, 2014

SRD
222

Quathiaski Cove Sewer
Rates and Regulations
Bylaw 2013, Amendment
No. 2

April 23, 2015

SRD
227

Quathiaski Cove Sewer
Rates and Regulations
Bylaw 2013, Amendment
No. 3

July 8, 2015

To amend the sewer fees and
charges on Schedule C.

SRD
280

Quathiaski Cove Sewer
Rates and Regulations
Bylaw 2013, Amendment
No. 3

July 12, 2017

To clarify the requirements and
establish a deadline for properties to
apply for connection to the sewer
system.

PURPOSE
To amend the sewer fees and
charges on Schedule C.

C

O

PY

To amend provisions for the
requirement for connection and order
to connect.

This bylaw may not be current due to pending updates or revisions and SHOULD NOT BE
RELIED UPON FOR LEGAL PURPOSES. Please contact the Corporate Services
Department for the Strathcona Regional District for the most current version.

BYLAW NO.173
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Strathcona
REGIONAL DISTRICT

BYLAW NO. 173

PY

A BYLAW TO REGULATE THE USE OF THE QUATHIASKI COVE SEWAGE SYSTEM AND
TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF RATES

WHEREAS the Strathcona Regional District is authorized to operate a service for the
collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal of sewage at Quathiaski Cove;
AND WHEREAS the Regional District may, by bylaw, regulate the use of the sewage
service including the design and installation of sewerage works provided by persons other than
the Regional District;

O

AND WHEREAS the Regional District may, by bylaw enacted pursuant to the Local
Government Act, impose fees and charges payable in respect a service and, for that purpose,
establish different rates for different classes of property, businesses and activities;

C

NOW THEREFORE the Board of Directors of the Strathcona Regional District, in open
meeting assembled, enacts as follows:
PART I - INTERPRETATION

Definitions
I

In this bylaw, unless the context otherwise requires:
"applicant" means an owner or agent making application for a sewer connection.
"building sewer" means a sewer and all attachments installed, owned and maintained
by the owner connecting a service connection at or near the property line to the
plumbing system of a building or structure on the premises.
"commercial" means those properties zoned for commercial use.
"dwelling unit" means a self-contained unit consisting of one or more rooms designed,
occupied or intended for occupancy as a separate household with sleeping, sanitary and
cooking facilities and includes single family residences, condominiums, townhouses,
duplex units, apartments, guest homes, garden cottages and strata units.
"Manager" means the Community Services Manager and includes any person
appointed or designated by them to act on their behalf or to carry out the function of the
Manager under this bylaw.

BYLAWNO.173
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"owner" means the person or persons registered under the Land Title Act as the owner
of the parcel or any other person who is in lawful possession of the parcel or who is in
lawful possession or occupancy of any building situated on the parcel.
"parcel" means any lot, block or other area in which land is held or into which it is
subdivided but does not include a highway.
"premises" means any land or building or both or any part thereof.
"Regional District" means the Strathcona Regional District and those officers,
employees and agents duly authorized to represent the Regional District in respect of
this bylaw.
"sanitary sewer" means a sewer owned and operated by the Regional District that
carries sanitary sewage or wastewater but is not intended to carry stormwater or
uncontaminated water.

PY

"service area" means the Quathiaski Cove Local Service Area, as established by Bylaw
No. 1588, being the "Quathiaski Cove Sewage Local Service Area Establishment Bylaw,
1993.
"service connection" means a pipe which includes an inspection chamber or clean-out
and all necessary appurtenances to connect a sewer connection to a building sewer at
or near the property line.
"sewage" means liquid waste that contains human feces, urine, blood or body fluids
originating from sanitary conveniences or other sources.

O

"sewer" means all pipes, conduits, drains and other equipment and facilities, owned or
otherwise under the control or jurisdiction of the Regional District, for collecting,
pumping, and transporting wastewater either to a sewage facility.

C

"sewer connection" means the sewer pipe extending from the sewer collection main to
the service connection located at the property line of a parcel except, where the sewer
collection main serving the parcel is located in an easement or right of way, the
boundary of the easement or right of way shall be deemed to be the property line of the
parcel.
"sewer extension" means any installation requiring the construction of a sanitary sewer
on a highway or Regional District right of way.
"sewer system" means the system of sanitary sewer works owned and operated by the
Regional District and used for the collection, conveyance, treatment and disposal of
sewage for the benefit of the service area.
"single family residence" means a detached building having independent exterior
walls and designed or used exclusively for residential purposes by not more than one
person or family.
"STEP system" means a septic tank effluent pumping sewer system consisting of a
liquid/solids separation tank with a pumping system discharging into the gravity sewer
system
"strata unit" means a dwelling unit within a multi-unit strata titled building or a separate
lot within a bare land strata.
"unit" means a self-contained unit within a building which may have separate or
common sanitary sewer facilities.
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"user fee" means the sum of money required to be paid by owners of real property for
continued use of the sewer system.
PART 2— SERVICE CONNECTIONS
Parcels Capable of Connection
In this Part, "capable of connection" means, with respect to a parcel, that;
(a)

the parcel is within the service area,

(b)

the parcel abuts a highway, Regional District right of way or easement registered in
favour of the Regional District which contains a portion of the sewer system, and

(c)

the elevation of the parcel is such that a service connection will have adequate
depth at the property line to allow sewage emanating from buildings and structures
on the parcel to be pumped or drain by gravity into the sewer system.

Requirement for Connection
3.
SRD
222. 280

The owner of each parcel that contains a dwelling unit or other unit that is capable of
connection to the sewer system shall apply to connect that dwelling unit or other unit to
the sewer system within 12 months of the parcel becoming capable of connection.

Application Process

(1) Applications to connect to the sewer system shall be made to the Regional District
in the form of Schedule "A" to this bylaw and accompanied by the proper fee as
specified in Schedule "C" to this bylaw.

O

4.

PY

2.

C

(2) The application shall be accompanied by detailed drawings showing the
dimensions of all buildings and sewers and their location in relation to the property
line, and shall include locations of a valve, an inspection chamber or cleanout,
ground cover over pipe, type of pipe proposed to be used and, where applicable,
location, size and depth of any existing septic tank.
Connection Details
5.

(1) Each parcel that connects to the sewer system shall have a separate and
independent connection.
(2) The supply, installation and backfilling of the sewer connection and service
connection may be undertaken;
(a)

by the owner at the owner's expense subject to approval from the Regional
District, or

(b)

by the Regional District and, in that case, the owner must pay the cost of all
works and provide a deposit of 125% of the estimated cost of work to the
Regional District, including project management costs, with any excess
amount billed at the time the work is complete, or any surplus fees refunded
upon reconciliation of the account.
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(3)

The minimum size of a sewer connection is 100 mm in diameter provided that the
design of any sewer connection to a business, commercial, industrial or multifamily development, as determined by the Regional District, must be designed and
inspected by a professional engineer.

(5)

All connections to the sanitary sewer shall be made in accordance with the
regulations contained within the British Columbia Plumbing Code.

(6)

The owner of the premise to which a service connection has been made shall be
responsible for payment of all sewer charges, whether the premises are occupied
or vacant or the service is used or not used.

Connection Location
Where possible, a sewer connection will be located where requested by the applicant,
however if the applicant's preferred location is not practicable due to unsuitable ground
conditions or the existence of surface improvements or underground utilities, the
Regional District may designate the location of the sewer connection.

PY

6.

Order to Connect
(1)

If the owner of a dwelling unit or other unit that is required to connect to the sewer
system pursuant to this bylaw fails to make an application to connect such
premises, the Regional District may issue an Order to Connect to the owner and,
upon receipt of the order, the owner shall connect the premises or cause the
premises to be connected to the sewer system within the period of time specified in
the order.

(2)

The period specified in subsection (1) will be not less than two months nor more
than six months.

(3)

An Order to Connect will be sent by registered mail or delivered by personal
service to an owner of a parcel capable of connection and the notice will be
deemed to have been received three days after mailing.

SRD

C

222, 280

O

7.

(4)

If, after the expiration of the time period specified in the Order to Connect, an
owner has failed or neglected to construct or install a building sewer and service
connection and has failed or neglected to connect the buildings or structures on
the parcel to the sewer connection as required, the Regional District, by its
employees or contractors, may enter upon the property and cause the connection
to be made.

(5) Where a building sewer, service connection or both is made under subsection (4),
it will be done at the expense of the owner in default and the expense may be
recovered from the owner under Section 797.2 of the Local Government Act in the
same manner as taxes.
PART 3— CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
Owner Responsibilities
8.

(1) A building sewer must be maintained by the owner at the owner's sole expense.
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(2) Where a sewage pump unit has been installed on the premises to enable the
premises to use the sanitary sewer, the operation and maintenance of the pump
shall be the responsibility of the owner.
Sewer Blockages
(1) A building sewer shall be maintained by the property owner at their sole expense.
Where any sewer connection or service connection becomes stopped up or
otherwise fails to properly function the owner of the premise served must
determine the location of the blockage and, unless the blockage is located in the
building sewer, notify the Regional District immediately.

(3)

The Regional District shall, as soon as practicable following notification, arrange to
have the service connection or sewer connection unstopped or otherwise restored
to serviceable condition.

(4)

Where any stoppage or failure is found to exist in the service connection or sewer
connection and where such stoppage or failure is found to have been caused by
the act or neglect of the owner or occupier of the premises, all cost incurred by the
Regional District in restoring service and unstopping the sewer connection or
service connection must be paid by the owner or occupier of the premises upon
demand.

(5)

If the costs imposed under subsection (4) remain unpaid on the December 31 in
the year in which the work is done, the costs will be recovered in accordance with
Section 797.2 of the Local Government Act.

PY

(2)

O

9.

Abandonment of Building Sewer

(1) When any building sewer is abandoned, the owner of the premises must notify the
Regional District and the owner must effectively block up the building sewer at the
service connection with an approved watertight seal.

C

10.

(2) When a dwelling unit or unit is demolished or removed, the owner may apply in
writing for the cancellation of the user fee, effective the month following notification
of demolition or removal.
When Service Connection is Required
11.

(1)

No person shall install a sewer connection prior to installation of the building sewer
and connection of the building sewer to the service connection.

(2)

Where a building sewer is installed prior to installation of the sewer connection the
owner of the premise will be responsible for ensuring that the building sewer can
be connected to the service connection in accordance with the requirements of this
bylaw.

Depth of Bury
12.

(1) Depending on the depth of the sewer, the minimum depth of the service
connection at the property line shall be 1 .2 metres wherever practicable.
(2) An owner must install the building sewer with sufficient depth to provide natural
drainage from the lowest floor of any building or structure except where natural
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drainage is made impractical by the relative elevation of the sewer and the lowest
floor of the building or structure or by any other cause.

Prohibitions
(1) No person shall cause or permit to be discharged into the sewer system or into any
manhole or inspection drain or other part of the sewer system or into any plumbing
fixture connected to the sewer system, any substance of any kind that:

(2)

(a)

obstructs, tends to obstruct or damages the sewer system;

(b)

interferes or tends to interfere in any manner with the proper functioning,
maintenance or repair of the sewer system;

(c)

without limiting the generality of the foregoing, has prohibited waste set out
in "Quathiaski Cove Sewer Use Bylaw, 1991, Bylaw No. 1922.

No person shall:
(a)

damage, destroy, uncover, deface or otherwise tamper with any part of the
sewer system;

(b)

connect any roof drain or other storm water drain to the sewer system; or

(c)

make or alter any connection to the sewer system without obtaining the
required permits or written authorization of the Regional District.

PY

13.

O

PART 4— SYSTEM EXTENSIONS
Extension Applications

Any owner of land located within the service area, other than an extension to serve lots
created by a subdivision of land, who wishes an extension to the system to service the
land, must make a written application to the Regional District in the form set out as
Schedule "B" to this bylaw and receive written approval to proceed.

C

14.

Extension Limits
15.

The minimum inside diameter of a sewer shall be 200 millimetres (200 mm) and shall
extend from the most convenient existing sewer terminus having sufficient surplus
capacity and grade to carry the additional sewage resulting from the extension to a point
opposite the furthest boundary of the last parcel to be served by the extension.

Cost of Extensions
16.

(1) An owner of land who wishes to proceed with an approved system extension shall:
(a)

pay to the Regional District all amounts reasonably estimated by the
Regional District to represent the reasonable cost of design and
construction of the extension to the sewer system, and modifications to the
sewer system to allow the extension; or

(b)

cause a qualified contractor to construct the extension and modifications
referred to in paragraph (a) entirely at the cost of the owner.

BYLAWNO.173
(2)

PAGE 8
Where the Regional District determines that a sewer main of greater capacity than
is required to service the parcels for which an application is made, upon request by
the Regional District, the applicant will upsize the sewer main and the Regional
District shall pay the cost of providing the excess capacity.

Extension Constructed by Owner
Where an extension to the sewer system is constructed by the owner under Section
16(2), the extension must be:
(a)

designed by a professional engineer registered in the Province of British Columbia;

(b)

constructed in accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Regional
District;
constructed in accordance with all requirements, standards and policies of the
Regional District;
inspected by the Regional District prior to backfilling;
approved and accepted by the Regional District; and
transferred to the Regional District together with all necessary rights, easements
and other authorities as may be required.

(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

Connection Fee
18.

Construction of an extension to the sewer system does not relieve an owner from
payment of a sewer connection fee for each parcel to be served by the extension.

O

Payment of Extension Cost

If a sewer extension is constructed by the Regional District at its cost, the owner or
owners of the properties to be served must reimburse the Regional District within thirty
(30) days of issuance of an invoice.

C

19.

PY

17.

No Obligation to Extend
20.

This Part shall not be interpreted as imposing an obligation on the Regional District to
construct or approve any extension.
PART 5— UNAUTHORIZED CONNECTIONS

Authorization Required for Connections
21.

No person shall connect, allow to be connected, or allow to remain connected to the
sewer system any parcel:
(a)
(b)

without the required permits or written authorization from the Regional District; or
contrary to the provisions of this bylaw.

Disconnection
22.

(1) The Regional District may, on thirty (30) days written notice sent to the owner by
registered mail or delivered by personal service, order the disconnection, stopping
up and closing of a service connection at the expense of the owner for:

BYLAWNO.173
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(a)

violation of any provision of this bylaw; or

(b)

failure to maintain the building sewer or other plumbing on the owner's
premises that is connected to the sewer system in contravention of the
British Columbia Building Code.

(2)

A notice under subsection (1) shall be deemed to have been received three (3)
days after mailing.

(3)

The Regional District may order the immediate disconnection, stopping up and
closing of a sewer connection which discharges into the sewer system contrary to
this bylaw.

PART 6— ENFORCEMENT
Right of Entry
The Manager or Bylaw Enforcement Officer of the Regional District may enter, at all
reasonable times, any property subject to this bylaw to ascertain whether the provisions
of this bylaw or the directions of the Manager or Regional District pursuant to this bylaw
are being contravened.

PY

23.

Penalty

Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this bylaw or permits any act or
thing to be done in contravention of a provision of this bylaw commits an offense and is
liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding the sum of two thousand dollars
($2,000.00).

C
O

24.

PART 7— RATES AND CHARGES

Imposition of Rates
25.

The fees and charges specified in Schedule "C", attached to and forming part of this
bylaw, are hereby imposed and levied for sewer services supplied by the Regional
District.

Connection Fees
26.

An applicant must pay the sewer connection fee prescribed in Schedule 'C' of this bylaw
at the time application is made for a sewer connection.

User Charges
27.

The owner or occupier of premises must pay the user charge in Schedule 'C' of this
bylaw for the use of the sewer system.

Charges Prorated
28.

The user fees for the sewer system shall be prorated to the beginning of the month
following the commencement or termination of service.

BYLAW NO. 173
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Delinquent Accounts
29.

All user fees shall be charged annually and any fees and charges that remain unpaid
after December 31 in any year shall be deemed to be taxes in arrears and collected in
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act.
PART 8 — REPEAL AND TRANSITION

Effective Date
This bylaw becomes effective on the date of its adoption.

30.
Repeal

The following bylaws are repealed in their entirety:
Bylaw No. 1979, being Quathiaski Cove Sewer Connection Bylaw 1998, and

(2)

Bylaw No. 147, being Quathiaski Cove Sewer System Fees and Charges Bylaw
2012.

Citation
32.

PY

(1)

This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as Bylaw No. 173, being Quathiaski Cove
Sewer Rates and Regulations Bylaw 2013.

C
O

31.
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SCHEDULE "A"
Application for Connection to the Sewer System

Owner:

Folio No.:

Legal Description:

P.l.O. No.:

Civic Address:

Phone No.:
DATA SHEET
(to be completed by applicant)

Depth of bury at property line:
Depth of bury at mainline:
Use other than domestic:

O

Maximum distance property line
to structure:

PY

Sewer Service pipe size and type:

C

Distance from service connection
to nearest property line:

Indicate location of septic field:
Date requested for
inspection and approval:

A Site Location Sheet must be provided by the Property Owner at time of application.
See example drawing attached.
Signatures:
Owner (or Authorized Agent):

Date:

Planning Department:

Date:

Highways Department:

Date:

Engineering Department:

Date:

Connection Fee Paid:

Date:
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SAMPLE LOCATION SHEET

Road Name

NORTH
m

HOUSE
m

Septic

Structures

Field

name

m

ocation

&
dimensioru

PY

Tank

Accessory
m

C

O

/

Watercourse

Wooded

AreiI
.,

Setbacks from all lot lines with DISTANCES

In order to process your application, please attach a site drawing at a reasonable scale
which includes the following:
- An indication of the orientation of the lot (north arrow).
- The dimension (footprint) of all existing buildings and structures.
- All distances between existing buildings and all property lines.
All distances between existing buildings.
The location/direction of the sea, a lake, river, stream, creek cliff, bank, ravine, or escarpment
and its distance from existing buildings and property lines.
- The location of the driveway access.
Location of septic field/tank or sewage disposal system noting distances to property lines and all
existing buildings.
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SCHEDULE "B"
Application for Extension of Sewer System

I,

of

, being the owner (or duly

authorized agent of the owner) of the lands and premises described as follows (legal description
and street address of all parcels of land to be served by extension)

PY

(the "Lands"), hereby apply to the Strathcona Regional District for an extension of the
Quathiaski Cove Sanitary Sewer System to serve the Lands. If this application is granted and
an extension of the Sanitary Sewer System is approved I acknowledge and agree that, in
accordance with the Quathiaski Cove Sewer Rates and Regulation Bylaw, I will be responsible
for all costs associated with the construction of this extension and the modification to existing

C
O

works of the Regional District to accommodate the extension. I have reviewed all regulations,
terms and conditions of the Regional District relating to such extensions and acknowledge that
the terms and conditions governing extensions and use may be amended by bylaw or policy of
the Regional District from time to time.

Dated this

day of

Signature of Owner

Signature of Owner

Print Name of Owner

Print Name of Owner

Address

Address

Telephone No.

Telephone No.
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SCHEDULE "C"

SRD 204,
SRD 227

Sewer Fees and Charges

USER FEES

ANNUAL CHARGE

Residential Users
Dwelling Unit (per unit)

$510.00

Dwelling Unit with STEP System

$485.00

Commercial/Industrial Users
Commercial and Industrial (not more than 4 units)

$2,040.00

Commercial and Industrial (per unit charge for building or
building compound with more than 4 units)

PY

Institutional Users

$510.00

School

Other Institutional, Government and Police

$13,260.00
$1,530.00

PER CONNECTION CHARGE

CONNECTION FEES

Owner Installed

O

Fees to connect a parcel of land to the sewer system:

Application fee

b)

Sewer connection fee

c)

Re-inspection Fee (if required).

C

a)

$300.00
$1,000.00
$200.00

Regional District Installed
a)

Application fee.

b)

Sewer connection fee

c)

The actual cost of construction of the work including but not limited to
all pavement and boulevard work, with an initial deposit of 125% of the
cost of work estimated by the Regional District,

$300.00
$1,500.00
Actual cost plus
10% administration
fee

