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Project Vision

To establish and preserve a marine network of launch points and 

campsites throughout the Discovery Islands supported by First Nations, 

Government and community stakeholders, in order to ensure continued 

coastal access by paddlecraft and other small boat users.



Project Scope

The Discovery Islands Marine 

Trail will encompass the 

coastal waterways in the area 

generally bounded by Sayward, 

Campbell River and Powell 

River, connecting all three 

communities via the 

waterways between. 



Project values
Environment: 

“We value the ecologically diverse 

environment of coastal British 

Columbia and efforts to protect it.”



Project values
First Nations: 

“We respect and value the ongoing 

importance of First Nations culture 

on the British Columbia coast, and 

the need for collaboration to ensure 

proper stewardship.”



Project values
Sharing the coast: 

“We recognize others who embrace 

the exceptional features of the 

coastal environment, and that our 

marine trails be created in harmony 

with those who share our values.” 



Project values
Caring for the coast: 

“We value responsible stewardship 

practices that benefit the 

ecologically diverse environment of 

the BC coast.”



Project values
Right of navigation: 

“We value the historic ability to 

freely travel by paddle, where links 

between land and water allow safe 

journeys along the BC coastline.”* 

*Proposed wording yet to be ratified by BCMTNA



Project benefits

Protection of the natural 

environment by directing visitors to 

locations environmentally and 

culturally appropriate to avoid 

degradation, erosion and 

disturbance to habitat.

An opportunity for local 

stakeholders to influence the 

planning and structure of the 

marine trail and the associated 

recreational use of campsites, day 

use sites and access points.

A network of marine trails accessible for 

skill levels from beginner to experienced 

paddlers.

An improvement of  the quality of life for 

the region’s residents and its visitors 

through a low-impact avenue for 

appreciating the natural environment.

A strengthening  of the economic base in 

the region through infrastructure 

improvements and increased tourist 

spending.

A potential focal point 

for cultural and historic 

appreciation of First 

Nations communities 

and other coastal 

locations.

The ability to direct the 

public away from 

culturally sensitive sites.



Project structure

Project team

BCMTNA volunteers Paul Grey, Robert Holley 

and project manager John Kimantas, with 

oversight by   BCMTNA Trails Development 

Committee.

First Nations

Partnership with Nanwakolas Council and 

member Nations. Engagement with all First 

Nations with traditional territory in the 

project area.

Stakeholders

Stakeholders and individuals in both formal or 

informal capacities to provide direction, 

advice and feedback on the planning process. 

Five public meetings. 



Project phases

2018

Feasibility  study

This project stage is to gauge stakeholder willingness to participate, to identify 
issues and, where possible, to reach formal agreements with stakeholders on the 
parameters necessary to move this project forward into a second phase.

2019

Master plan phase

The second stage would see the creation of a project master plan where routes and 
sites are selected in accordance with the established framework and in partnership 
with First Nations and stakeholders.

2020

Implementation phase

The third phase would involve the implementation of the master plan, site design and 
construction, ongoing formal site acquisition where necessary, site management 
planning implementation and other steps as indicated in the master plan.



Project goals

To secure a network of sites that will 

provide the best options for paddlers and 

boaters travelling the marine trails.

To establish with First Nations a strategy 

that includes visitor protocols and other 

site management tools for culturally 

sensitive and vulnerable sites potentially 

impacted by marine trail use.

To identify strategically placed launch sites, 

including adequate overnight parking for 

paddlers undertaking multi-day excursions.

To promote sustainable practices in relation to the use of marine trails 

at launch sites, campsites, beaches and day use sites.

To preserve identified site values as determined through the public 

engagement process.

To determine the appropriate level of site development at each of the 
sites by taking into account the type of recreational use and expected 
experience, the anticipated level of site use, the cost of site 
development/improvements, and level of ongoing maintenance 
required.

To market and promote the Discovery Islands’ various trails in 
collaboration with communities and existing local and regional tourism 
organizations.

To create the necessary partnerships and supporting organizational 

structures to ensure the marine trail system and its supporting values 

are sustained for future generations.



Areas for engagement

01    | History and culture

02    | Global issues

03    | Converging interests

04    | Current usage

05    | Impact mitigation

06    | Site selection

07    | Site value accumulation

08    | Melding of commercial use

09    | Sharing with the world


