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Sue Klatt

Subject: FW: Request for letter of support

 
 
 
 
On Jul 4, 2018, at 6:59 AM, John Kimantas <john@bcmarinetrails.org> wrote: 

Good morning Michelle, 
 
Attached is a letter outlining a request from the BC Marine Trails for the Strathcona Regional 
District board to offer a letter of support for our Discovery Islands Marine Trail project. 
 
This is being done with full appreciation for the opposition to our project from Electoral C 
Director Jim Abram. The BCMT fully appreciates Mr. Abram's rationale and we are willing to 
work together to ensure his objectives and his planning processes are aligned with ours.  
 
I would like to reinforce our project is currently just a proposal for a collaborative, stakeholder‐
driven planning process that will involve a tiny footprint over a vast wilderness area for a 
particularly low‐impact purpose in a manner suitably planned and managed to better protect 
that wilderness area. This is not a ferrochromium plant we are proposing, so this needs to be 
kept in perspective. We are simply asking to be able to connect the coast for future generations 
of paddlers. Surely this is not an objectionable motive facing insurmountable planning hurdles.  
 
Thanks hugely for your support if you can! Cheers, John Kimantas 
 
 

 2018-06-30-srd 

 
 
‐‐  
John Kimantas,  
BC Marine Trails Network Association 
250‐244‐6437 
Registered Canadian charity #812142826 RR0001 
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Michele Babchuk, 
Chair 
Strathcona Regional District 
 
July 4, 2018 
 
Good morning Michele, 
 
This letter is to gratefully request that the board of the Strathcona Regional District provide a 
letter of support to the BC Marine Trails Network Association (BCMT) so it can continue to move 
forward on establishing some very key principles regarding public access to public land for 
recreational purposes in a planned, appropriate and sustainable manner in the Discovery 
Islands and surrounding region. 
 
The BCMT is aware of the opposition of Electoral Area C Director Jim Abram to the Discovery 
Islands Marine Trail proposal, citing mainly capacity concerns and a conflict with the upcoming 
Electoral Area C Integrated Community Sustainability Plan. 
 
The BCMT has offered several options for integrating the BCMT planning process that would 
ensure both processes work together. Mr. Abram has refused any level of discussion to allow 
this to happen. 
 
The difficulty with Mr. Abram’s position is the overall project goes well beyond the boundaries of 
Electoral Area C. Other communities and regional districts are in favor of this proposal and are 
well-positioned to take advantage of it. For example, Sayward Mayor John MacDonald and the 
Sayward tourism group are supporting this project and see great advantages in being positioned 
as a trailhead and service hub. In addition, the City of Campbell River and City of Powell River 
have both provided a letter of support, as has the Powell River Regional District.  
 
These locations are not experiencing the same levels of tourism over-capacity as Quadra 
Island. New routes and service options out of these adjoining communities can reduce the 
demands on the Quadra Island infrastructure that Mr. Abram highlights. 
 
Principal to the project, however, is establishing First Nations’ interests, values and permissions. 
To this end, the project has engaged all 10 First Nations with traditional territory in the project 
area. Six Nations are engaged in a marine trail working group, with a letter of intent in place to 
work together on aspects of trail planning and design. A seventh First Nation has asked 
permission to join the group. Talks continue with the other three Nations. 
 
The opportunity is to cross-reference known archaeological sites against coastal recreational 
use and incorporate visitors permissions and protocols for First Nations territories, site design, 
maintenance, monitoring and other issues as brought forward by First Nations through this 
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collaborative process. This will integrate First Nations considerations for the first time into 
recreational use of their traditional territory for a vast portion of the BC coast. 
 
The BCMT does not wish to diminish the importance of the Electoral C  Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan (ICSP), the Quadra Island Tourism Plan or any other community plans 
previously put forward or being worked on now. In fact, they will be referenced and respected 
when and if the Discovery Islands Marine trail project moves forward. 
 
The ultimate goal of the Discovery Islands Marine Trail project is a small footprint allowing 
transit through a vast wilderness region created in a process led by a strong set of founding 
principles to ensure sustainability, suitability and protection of all values.  
 
It is understandable people would like local control and authority over local public places. In 
addition, it is understandable that some residents are fearful of a group that may potentially 
create negative consequences. However, local control should not supercede or categorically 
exclude First Nations interests or province-wide initiatives.  
 
The BCMTN is endeavoring to find solutions to replace recreational use in unmanaged, 
unregulated, unplanned and potentially highly inappropriate location that impact First Nations 
interests and other values such as sensitive ecology and wildlife. We welcome any opportunity 
to work with local groups and local planning initiatives to improve the situation for everyone 
involved.  
 

 
John Kimantas 
DIMT Project Manager 
BC Marine Trails Network Association 
john@bcmarinetrails.org 
250-244-6437 

 




