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Tom Yates

From: Jim Abram <jimabram@xplornet.ca>
Sent: June 1, 2021 11:44 AM
To: Tom Yates
Cc: Kathy Steve; Lannie Keller; claudia lake; Tavish Campbell
Subject: Fwd: June Surge Currents
Attachments: June Current.pdf

** NOTICE: This email is from an external source.** 

 
Tom  
Can you please put this on the next Board agenda for Director’s and staff’s information of the very professional 
communication that goes on in the Outer Islands.  
Some is strictly local but there is a huge amount of good info disseminated. All volunteers  
Thanks 
Jim 

Sent from my iPhone so please excuse my fat fingered response  
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Katharine Barnes <ksb.svb@gmail.com> 
Date: June 1, 2021 at 11:26:29 AM PDT 
To: undisclosed‐recipients:; 
Subject: June Surge Currents 
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                                                            And the Good News Is…. 
From Tavish Campbell: 

 
Removing salmon farms works! 
 
For the last 17 years we have been monitoring sea lice levels on out-migrating juvenile wild salmon in the Discovery 
Islands. Following Fisheries Minister Bernadette Jordan’s December 17, 2020 decision to prohibit restocking of 19 
fish farms in the Discovery Islands, this spring’s out-migration of juvenile salmon are the first to swim through a fish 
farm-free Okisollo Channel in over 25 years and we’re seeing extraordinary results. 
 
The number of sea lice infecting juvenile wild salmon in Okisollo Channel has declined by 95% between 2020 and 
2021. We are beyond excited to report that most of the young salmon look pristine, with iridescent scales untouched 
by sea lice! 
 
We think Minister Bernadette Jordan needs to be applauded loudly for her decision and the profound positive effect 
it’s already having on juvenile wild salmon. From what we’ve seen over the last few weeks, the magnitude of impact 
from this single decision is unprecedented. 
 
We are asking for your help in thanking her by sharing images of this year’s sea lice-free juvenile salmon and tagging 
her and DFO along with the hashtag #ThankYouBernadette. 
 
Please use the images in this Dropbox folder freely in whatever ways you see fit, on any platform. 
 
We hope this good news re-energizes you and those who know and support you in our collective effort to save B.C.’s 
wild salmon!  
 
Thank you, and 
#ThankYouBernadette 
 
Fisheries Minister Bernadette Jordan: 
IG: @bernadettejordanmp 
FB: @Bernadette Jordan 
TW: @BernJordanMP 
Email: Bernadette.Jordan@parl.gc.ca 

In the Okisollo May 23, 2021 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/760jwbx80urk3ll/AAAWl3xg1VaG1TgM_tn3NE5La?dl=0
mailto:Bernadette.Jordan@parl.gc.ca


DFO 
IG: @fisheriesoceanscan 
FB: @Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
TW: @FishOceansCAN 
 
Credits: 
Project crew: Tavish Campbell, Deirdre Lowinata, 
Farlyn Campbell, Jody Eriksson, Alexandra Morton 

In the Okisollo May 23, 2021 

1000s of old-growth defenders at Fairy Creek go largely unreported 
(Shared by Leslie Campbell, editor of Focus Magazine) 

 
THANKS TO SOME FRIENDS who invited me to 
join them, I was one of thousands who headed to Fairy 
Creek on Saturday, May 29. 
 
As a member of the media, I get an email from the 
RCMP each morning telling me where arrests are ex-
pected. My friends were willing to be arrested and I 
was there to document those arrests. But this morning, 
the RCMP email, which I received as we travelled to 
Fairy Creek, noted that no enforcement of the injunc-
tion would be happening. No explanation, but 
we wondered aloud if it was because there were going 
to be so many people coming out that day to show sup-
port for Fairy Creek’s old-growth forest and its de-
fenders. Convoys had been arranged from Victoria and 
Duncan, and it was a beautiful, warm sunny day.  
 
Without the drama of arrests, however, most 
mainstream media would not show up. No press would be there to witness the large numbers of old-growth defenders 
willing to be arrested, as occurred on a similar day back in 1993 at Clayoquot Sound, an event that became an icon for 
the entire summer of civil protest that followed and a visual magnet that drew people from across Canada. The RCMP 
sidestepped that this weekend. 
 
Just past Cowichan Lake, at the community of Mesachie Lake, we saw pro-logging supporters getting ready for their 
own blockade. Later news reports indicated it drew only a small number of disgruntled loggers from all over the Is-
land. The Cowichan Valley Citizen reported a total of “dozens” coming from “Courtenay, Campbell River, Gold Riv-
er, Zeballos and Port McNeill.”  
 
 

Supporters of the blockades head up to Waterfall Camp, through the 12-kilometre exclusion zone. 



Despite the low attendance, however, the loggers protest got more media coverage than the reported 2,000 or so who 
headed to the Fairy Creek area demanding a stop to old-growth logging.  
 
When my party of would-be arrestees arrived at Fairy Creek “headquarters,” we were asked to head to Waterfall 
Camp. Waterfall had been dismantled the previous day by the RCMP, including the removal of a blockader who  
had been ingeniously suspended at the end of a pole over a deep canyon. This blockade is viewed as a crucial one to 
re-establish because it guards the entrance to the old-growth forest at the ridge above pristine Fairy Creek Valley.  
 
The RCMP have set up a very large “exclusion zone” for this camp. It extends approximately 12 kilometres down a 
logging road. On our arrival, a dozen or so RCMP were at the entrance to it, doing their own blockading. I am not 
sure whether it was the sheer numbers of peaceful citizens or Pacheedaht Elder Bill Jones telling the po-
lice that they were the trespassers and that the “forest defenders are welcome and legal guests on this land,” but eve-
ryone was allowed through—on foot only, except for Bill Jones in his vehicle. 
 
It was a long, at times seemingly endless, walk uphill. We 
passed vast clearcuts on exceedingly steep hillsides that made 
us long for shade. Huge silvered stumps dating back to the mid
-1900s were interspersed among much smaller new stumps. 
Walking mate Jenny Balke, a professional biologist based on 
Denman Island, told me this area “was famously and horribly 
logged from at least the 1970-80s on,” resulting in “many fines 
etc that went nowhere. So now, at all the reasonable heights, 
they are clear-cutting for the second time.” The recent second-
growth logging illustrates we are not waiting anywhere near 
the required time to grow big trees. “The only old-growth for-
estry areas,” noted Balke, “are way high up and far out.”  
 
Those are what are being defended (and coveted by industry). 
Balke herself was willing to be arrested, if not today, some other time. 
 
HUNDREDS OF US MADE THE PILGRIMAGE up to    Waterfall Camp. All ages and walks of life were present—
an elderly gentleman from Gabriola, babies in snugglies. I met at least two families with three generations represent-
ed. Susan Stokes, a grandmother and forest industry worker from Chemainus, was with her daughter Patti Johnston 
and teenage granddaughters Haley and Catherine. Against a backdrop of a clearcut, Stokes said, “This isn’t sustaina-
ble forestry.”  
 
Her granddaughters were passing out a written plea to forest workers. It stated in part: 
“Don’t blame the people that are trying to save the last remnants of our majestic old-
growth forests. Tree farms can never replace these forests. Tree farms have no diversi-
ty…Don’t let corrupt government and corporate giants divide us.” They also passed out 
a sheet with details from the government’s own commission—like the 1,680 species at 
risk of extinction in BC, more than any other province, and how the key is to conserve 
the diversity held in old-growth forests, lands that are being mismanaged. 
 
There were artists, teachers, retirees, tech workers, health care workers, ecotourism oper-
ators marching for hours. Two women acting as legal observers had come from the Oka-
nagan. 
 
Some fellow pilgrims were planning to camp overnight—I didn’t envy them as they lugged up heavy packs.  
 
At times a deafeningly-loud helicopter buzzed above us, gathering police “intel” we supposed. Fellow walkers ex-
pressed dismay about police resources being spent in such ways. 
 
Besides the clearcuts and helicopters, we crossed bridges over beautiful streams cascading down the rugged terrain. 
The logging roads themselves are a marvel of engineering. I couldn’t help but think of all the tax dollars spent to  
subsidize this difficult and expensive access for logging—and how few people the logging industry now employs. 
 
SOME TURNED BACK before reaching Waterfall Camp, but in my pulse of plodding people alone there were 150 
or so that did complete the three-and-a-half-hour hike. Young, old, First Nations, settlers. But no mainstream news 
media at all. 

Lannie Keller 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_VgkGcWHZY&t=60s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_VgkGcWHZY&t=60s
https://www.focusonvictoria.ca/forests/forestry-doesnt-pay-the-bills-folks-r24/
https://www.focusonvictoria.ca/forests/forestry-doesnt-pay-the-bills-folks-r24/


And no RCMP, so no arrests, despite the many who were fully prepared to be arrested. 
 
While many dipped their toes or whole bodies in the falls by the road to cool down from the long hot trek, others  
tried to imagine the camp infrastructure that had been in place—the cantilevered pole with a forest defender precari-
ously dangling over the deep canyon, the pole held in place by a parked car. An excavator had come in Friday, after 
media had been banished, and removed the courageous young man.  
 
I don’t doubt he’ll be back to participate in some way; the people are determined. And they are being shown a lot of 
love from around the province, if not the world. 
 
The logging community knows this. As a woman involved in the aforementioned loggers protest stated on CHEK TV: 
“Bring in the forces. Bring in the military, clear their asses out. Don’t just…process and release them because they’re 
going right back.” 
 
But the real story of the weekend, despite it not making the news, was not the drama of arrests or angry loggers, but 
the mind-boggling surge of support from ordinary citizens of all ages and walks of life for old-growth forests and the 

blockades protecting them: hundreds, perhaps thousands, walking up to Waterfall Camp over the weekend; similar 
numbers at “Headquarters;” logging roads lined for miles and miles with vehicles and campers. Everyone peaceful, 
witnessing the massive, ugly clearcuts, and the beauty of the remaining forests, sharing ideas and opinions, dismay 
and hope.  
 
BEFORE WE DESCENDED FROM WATERFALL, those in camp took a minute of silence for the children found 
at the Kamloops residential school. 
 

And then a torn banner, rescued from the rubble, was raised to proclaim the re-establishment of Waterfall Camp. 
 
As those of us who needed to return home that evening descended the long, winding road from Waterfall blockade, we 
passed many more people on their way up. Some would stay the night and help rebuild the blockade that the RCMP 
had destroyed. 
 

Back at the bottom of the road, at the entrance to the exclusion zone, there were throngs of blockade supporters min-
gling and setting up camp for the evening; lots of good vibes and beautiful smiles. The numbers are overwhelming. 
 
I am glad to have witnessed it. My walking mate Jenny said in an email a couple of days later, that she “was very dis-
heartened at the news clip on CBC radio Monday morning: Some protesters broke through police blockade over the 
weekend…sigh! Rather than: 1000s came to say old-growth logging has to stop!!” 
 
Leslie Campbell is the editor of FOCUS. She also visited the blockade camps in early April. That story is here; a re-
lated story on the Eden Grove Artist in Residence story is here. 
 

https://www.focusonvictoria.ca/forests/50/
https://www.focusonvictoria.ca/forests/55/


Contact information for our Conservation Officer:  

Gordon Gudbranson 

North Island Zone 

1812 Miracle Beach Dr. Black Creek BC V9J1K1 

Gordon.Gudbranson@gov.bc.ca 

250-331-9923 

 

 

Current Events and Notices                                                                

                                                            Medical Clinic June 

NP Pat will be in the clinic on June 2 and  Dr. Steve will be attend on June 23. 

Coriliar plans to start bringing tourists on the mail run starting in June.  Coriliar will be following all of the newly 

released health guidelines.  The tourists on the Coriliar mail planes buy cards and gifts made by local artists.  Could 

you please send me an email ( bruce-keeling@shaw.ca) if you have any concerns?  Thanks Donna Keeling, Postmas-

ter Surge Narrows  

Email Correction from Zephyr 

My email address in the Surge Social is NOT correct. My correct emails are: 

zef_13@hotmail.com or zephyr.polk@gmail.com NOT zeph_13@hotmail.com.   

Hightide Bookkeeping 
I can take the mind-numbing task of keeping your financials in order and off your list of stuff to do. 
Reasonable rates.  Years of experience.  Contact me at the email below.  
Renee Desautels:hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com 
www.hightidebookkeeper.ca 

Free-box Protocols 

The free box has been a great way for people to exchange clothes and other items.  Unfortunately lately, I have had to 
take things to Campbell River to dispose of them.  Things should only be left in the free box for 2 - 3 weeks and if 
somebody hasn't taken them, items should be taken back and disposed of.  Also, items put in the free box must be 
clean and in good repair. 
Thanks for your consideration in dealing with the free box.  Donna Keeling Postmaster Surge Narrows  

A census form for each household must be submitted by July 31st, 2021 
 

• Every household is supposed to receive a letter with a secure access code but this does not appear to have hap-
pened for Outer Island residents as we haven't seen them come through the post office. 

• We have received a limited number of letters at the post office from Census Canada (all addressed to a non-
existent address!) that contain secure access codes that anyone can use to access the on-line form (and input your 
correct address). If you'd like one please check with Donna to see if she has any left. 

• You can also phone the census help line at 1-855-340-2021 to obtain a new secure access code in order to com-
plete the on-line form. (Be prepared for a long wait.) 

• Apparently paper census forms are available, which Donna has attempted to get, but no luck as yet. 

mailto:bruce-keeling@shaw.ca
mailto:zef_13@hotmail.com
mailto:zephyr.polk@gmail.com
mailto:zeph_13@hotmail.com
mailto:hightidebookkeeping@gmail.com
http://www.hightidebookkeeper.ca/


Fairy Creek—Shining a Light  

From the micro to the macro, prescient scientist Suzanne Simard of UBC has discovered that the magnificent trees 

people are so desperately trying to protect at Fairy Creek are the visible manifestation of an entire intelligent universe 

of fungal and microbial life beneath the forest’s surface.  “Forests are not just trees they are complex systems of hubs 

and networks that overlap. They are vulnerable, not only to natural disturbance but to high-grade and clearcut log-

ging. You can take out one or two hub trees but there comes a tipping point.” 

https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/in-the-forest-a-nelson-scientist-discovers-trees-take-care-of-their-own/  

‘In the 1990s when Nelson’s Suzanne Simard was a researcher for the B.C.  forest ministry, her ideas were consid-

ered to be on the fringe. 

Governments and the forest industry ignored her when she presented research showing that trees communicate with 

each other through a complex underground network of mycorrhizal fungi. 

She conducted experiments while earning her PhD that showed that there can be hundreds of kilometres of mycelium 

networks under a single footstep, connecting individual plants of the same species but also different species, with 

nodes and links, somewhat like the internet. 

Since then, Simard has become a professor in forestry at UBC, and has continued to do groundbreaking scientific 

research into mycorrhizal fungi and networks, finding that trees have complex ways of distributing nutrients and sup-

porting each other, and that forests behave as a single organism. 

Her research has been replicated elsewhere and her ideas have become mainstream. 

But not in B.C.’s government or forest industry, where the implications of her work would upend the way trees are 

grown and harvested here. 

She says arrival at that tipping point is being hastened by climate change, and that Canadian forests are now net 

emitters of carbon, where they used to be a carbon sink. In other words, they are losing more carbon than they are 

gaining. 

“And that’s huge on the world stage,” Simard says. “You can actually mitigate the loss of carbon from these sites by 

partial cutting, because you don’t lose nearly as much, and you can actually keep it in the ground and keep it in the 

trees.” 

She said this is common knowledge among experts, but it has not been taken up by governments or industry. 

“There’s more and more research that’s been done that shows biodiversity is correlated with productivity and health 

of ecosystems across the board.”  

Simard says partial cutting should be done in second growth forests, because they have already lost a lot of their car-

bon, and old growth should be left alone. 

“The plan is to take every last stick from the working forest, basically. The government needs to shape up. And the 

problem that they have is that they’ve sold us out. The big corporate industry giants have consolidated, they’ve got 

their hands on most of the tenure, we’ve made commitments to them for volume harvested, and the government 

doesn’t want to reduce the timber volume that is cut annually.” 

Suzanne Simard’s new book “Finding the Mother Tree” has just been released.  

Biodiversity is becoming a rallying cry. It is the web that sustains all life on the planet. The blockade at Fairy Creek 

is, in a sense, a last stand to protect the very last of the giant trees, some over a thousand years old. People know in 

their hearts that it is also an ethical and moral issue. It is just plain wrong.   

Pressure is coming from all sides on the BC government to make good on promises made in the last election cam-

paign. The blockades and media attention now focused on Fairy Creek will hopefully force the government to reas-

sess its position. The scientific community is also getting more vocal in its criticism and are coming up with ideas 

that reinforce the call for change and point a way forward.  

https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/in-the-forest-a-nelson-scientist-discovers-trees-take-care-of-their-own/
https://suzannesimard.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/canada-forests-carbon-sink-or-source-1.5011490
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/canada-forests-carbon-sink-or-source-1.5011490


On May 25th in The Narwhal Sara Cox interviewed Garry Merkel, Tahltan First Nation member, registered profes-

sional forester and co-author with Al Gorley of the BC government’s Old-Growth Strategic Review that was released 

in September of last year to much fanfare. https://thenarwhal.ca/bc-old-growth-forest-fairy-creek-panel-garry-

merkel/ 

Sara Cox: “Last fall, during the B.C. election campaign, NDP leader John Horgan promised to implement the recom-

mendations of an old-growth strategic review panel led by foresters Garry Merkel and Al Gorley.  

After hearing from thousands of people all over the province, Merkel and Gorley called for a paradigm shift in the 

way B.C. manages its old-growth forests, saying old forests have intrinsic value for all living things and should be 

managed for ecosystem health, not for timber. 

Fast forward to May 2021, more than one year after Merkel and Gorley submitted their report to the NDP govern-

ment, which was subsequently re-elected. None of the panel’s recommendations have been fully implemented, leav-

ing some questioning the government’s sincerity. 

The report, which laid out a blueprint for change in 14 recommendations, also said many old forests are not renewa-

ble, countering the notion that trees, no matter how old, will always grow back.” 

Garry Merkel: “Our paradigm in British Columbia is that we see the forest as a huge bank of unending resources, 

particularly timber. That’s its value. It’s a mental thing because we built British Columbia on the backs of the timber 

industry. This is our culture in British Columbia. It’s where we come from. It’s who we are.   

Shifting from that culture to a new lens that’s focused on ecosystem health, the health of landscapes, the preservation 

of ecosystem functions — and taking timber as one of many benefits that flow from managing that perspective — is 

an extremely difficult shift. It involves such a huge mental shift to start with. And then there’s the associated policy, 

legislation, management systems, practices, etcetera, all the other pieces that have to follow. The transition is not so 

easy because we built our entire way of being on that previous mentality.”  

And on April 28th, a group of eight scientists published the following: 

We are scientists and applied science professionals with grave concerns about the state of BC’s forests. We have 

gathered into an informal group, a “Science Advisory Group," with the aim of reforming BC’s forest policy to ad-

dress global biodiversity and climate crises, in part by arresting the loss of our productive old-growth forests. 

We are pleased to release our first paper, Informing Land-use Planning with Science: Towards Sustainability. The 

paper speaks to the issues and challenges at hand and offers suggestions to address these. 

Looking at it from the macro perspective, all of this applies. We have built an entire way of being out of resource ex-

traction, worldwide. As if there was no tomorrow. It is hard not to feel overwhelmed by the obstacles. I am thankful 

that we have the people at the Fairy Creek blockade, on the water in Okisollo, in our own community and beyond, 

who are devoting their lives to raise awareness of these old ways of being that have to change if we, as a species, are 

to survive. 

Kathy Barnes 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/stewardship/old-growth-forests/strategic-review-20200430.pdf


Outer Islands Wildfire; 
also fire-fighting  equipment suggestions and where to source 
Our hearts go out to Roberta Stevenson and her son 
Morgan and family following the recent building fire at 
Bold Point, Quadra Island. Roberta, previously a long 
time Read Island resident who remains active in our out-
er islands community, wrote (additions in brackets): 

“As you may know, I woke up on Friday morning (mid-
May) at 5am to a crackling noise, which at first, I 
thought sounded like rain on the metal roof.  I remember 
thinking, rain wasn't in the forecast, and sitting up to see 
flames reaching as high as my upstairs window from 
(Morgan & Ashley’s cabin renovation / expansion) pro-
ject (that was within 2 days of completion).   

 
What a wake up call! I know each of us have come to 
realize the importance of owning a working water pump 
and every attachment and hoses necessary to get water 
fast.  If my home wasn't within ocean access, it would 
not be here.  There is absolutely no way my 3000 gal-
lons of fresh water would have been enough!  Please 
take the time to think about and prepare for getting as 
much water from wherever.  Likewise, the community 
phone tree on the clipboard in the kitchen made the call 
for help possible in my state of shock.  Looking back at 
my phone records, I made thirty calls from 5:15 to 
5:45am! There were 38 people here working on contain-
ment.  
 
Please make sure to not stack freshly oil stained lumber 
under plastic as we believe this was the cause, although 
no one can be sure.” 
 
Roberta and team fought the fire with 2 pumps and long 
hose pumping water from the ocean into the hot tub, 
from there, 2 pumps with hose to pump water on the 
structure. The fire was put out soon after 8 AM, howev-
er, neither the renovation nor the original structure could 
be saved. 
 
Roberta also suggested from her experience: 
 
• Fittings and adapters are key to making different fire hoses work together, have a pipe wrench in your kit. 
• Bold Point folks have learned to standardize using 1.5” quick connect forestry hose. With quick connect fittings 

you can join two hoses with a half turn twist. Having quick-connect on both ends means that you can roll out the 
hose quickly, and not worry about which end is which. 

• A nozzle with a quick connect fitting attaching to the hose end disperses the water. 

• Check your gear regularly. A hole in a neighbour’s hose was a surprise to him. 

Following both Richard’s and Roberta’s experience this spring, the volunteer fire chiefs and NEPP reps in the area 
and our BC wildfire officer were consulted for their equipment suggestions. Here’s a comprehensive list of equip-
ment for you to consider, the 1st three items are most important: 
 

Water barrels and buckets - The quickest, cheapest, and lowest technology solution. 

 
Shovels, Pulaski and Rakes.   A Pulaski is a combination axe and hoe. 



Pumps and Fire Hoses    If you have access to either a pond or the ocean within reasonable distance; think about a 
pump and enough hose to get the water to where you need it.   Pumps:  The correct size depends on how much height 
you are pumping up to. The Honda website walks you through questions to decide what is right for you. 

Water Thief and ¾” garden hose and sprinklers    A water thief is a fitting that fits between two quick connect fit-
tings that has a T off it to connect to a regular ¾” garden hose. This allows you to T-off hoses to sprinklers around 
your house, allowing you to water areas while you are elsewhere. It can be left on if you need to evacuate. 

Back-Pack Fire Pump    Also called “Piss Cans” - water spraying backpacks with a hand pump that allow you to take 
water to the fire if it is beyond your garden hose. It takes time to refill with a garden hose.  

Roof Top Sprinklers  The sprinklers protect your roof, your gutters and around your house from burning embers fly-
ing through the air. The gutter clip-on systems are easy to install, this system is recommended by our BC Wildfire Of-
ficer Jeff Belcher. To see a rooftop kit online  https://waspwildfire.com/. Note regular garden sprinklers around your 
house are a good alternative. 

Where to get this equipment? 

Many years ago Mark from North Rendezvous sourced fire hose from BC Government Auctions https://

www.bcauction.ca/open.dll/welcome?language=En. This is a good source for large quantities of used fire hose – best 

in the fall when BC Wildfire offices review and update inventory. An additional cost – you’ll need to organize 

transport from the Vancouver or Prince George warehouse. 

More recently, some residents have sourced equipment from Northern Rope & Safety Equipment (Campbell River, 

Courtenay, or Duncan). No website. 

Mike Gall, South Quadra Fire Chief suggested https://www.flashfiresafety.com/fire-hose, he noted they will ship via 

Canada Post to PO boxes. 

Western Equipment (Campbell River) currently has a sale on fire hose and nozzles, here’s an excerpt from the flyer. 

Some neighbours are considering making an order from here, if you want to join in for quantity price benefits, email 

gvassal2@gmail.com by mid-June latest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve been asked – are there grants available to buy pumps and fire hose to protect a neighbourhood of community 

member homes? Answer: no.  

Roberta wanted to stress the importance of having good working equipment on hand, and added “Your neighbour’s  

fire can become your fire in a heartbeat!”  

She also asked me to provide information on your financial liability and responsibility should a fire start at your place 

and require firefighters, or damage someone else’s property. Look for this in a future edition. 

 Thank you to the many people who contributed their expertise for this article. 

Ginny – Emergency Preparedness 

https://waspwildfire.com/
https://www.bcauction.ca/open.dll/welcome?language=En
https://www.bcauction.ca/open.dll/welcome?language=En
https://www.flashfiresafety.com/fire-hose
mailto:gvassal2@gmail.com


SNCA BOARD UPDATE 

We met twice via Zoom twice this month to discuss various ongoing projects and touching base on SNCA business: 

• We wrote a letter to School Board officials encouraging them to invest in greening the Surge School.  Our Trustee 

Susan Wilson wrote back to say that they didn't have the money in their budget this year for this but that they 

would be interested in a funding partnership with the community.  We are exploring some funding opportunities. 

• Unfortunately, SNCA did not receive the grant for the outdoor pavillion at Surge.  Rosie and Jim hope to resubmit 

a slightly different submission in the future, as we think this is still an important project for the community. 

• We continue to work on updating SNCA bylaws and writing some new SNCA policies.  Currently we are explor-

ing how SNCA could pay grant administrators in cases where the workload of administering the grant goes above 

and beyond what should be expected from a volunteer. 

• SNCA was contacted by a company who is rolling out the Connected Coast Project.  They sent us a detailed plan 

for how the fibre optic cable would land at Surge and how it would travel up to the school.  We forwarded the 

email to who we thought were the relevant stakeholders; Regional District, School officials (including Clarke), as 

well as adjacent landowners.  If you would like more information on this, please email the SNCA email account: 

surgenarrows@gmail.com 

• With things opening up again it's important to continue considering how to safely share the use of community 

buildings.  As always, please sanitize upon entry and exit of the buildings and do not enter if you have any Covid 

symptoms.  Masks should also be worn inside with others present and doorknobs and toilets should be sanitized 

after use. 

• Some other things we are considering at the moment are SNCA's potential role in the roll out of the SRD's Surge 

grant should it be successful (we should hear this summer), as well as succession planning.  There will be two 

Board positions opening up this fall and we are very hopeful that some bright and talented folks step up to join the 

Board. 

• Just a heads up that the Ocean Legacy Foundation will be basing their marine debris collection mission for our ar-

ea out of Evans Bay starting June 15.  The entire crew (including two local cooks) will be Covid tested prior to the 

start of the contract.  Any questions or tips on garbage "hot spots" in our area can be directed to Gina who is the 

project lead: gina@oceanlegacy.ca   

Anyone into hosting lunch or coffee at the Seaweed Cafe this summer?  Contact Sheila if you're interested. 

Have a great June everybody!  You can direct any questions or comments to Sheila at fashedo@hotmail.com 

Thanks, 

SNCA Board, Sheila, Jim, Rosie, Steve, Dood  

Note from Steve Barnes re: the Hoskyn Parking Situation 

As everyone knows, the parking situation at Hoskyn is getting 

worse.  The only way we are going to get anything done is if FLNROD 

gives or leases SRD the parking lot area.  Work is in progress to get 

this done.  By the way, a reminder, don't spin your tires when going up 

the hill from the lower lot.  It makes ruts and a future watercourse.  



SNFA UPDATE 
 
We are still waiting for the WLP for 046 to be submitted to FLNRORD & the draft shared with us. As much as we un-
derstand, the renewal of the license is a given. Government doesn't have a process for not renewing a license and it ap-
pears to be a guaranteed replaceable tenure. End of April/beginning of May brought a flurry of zoom meetings alt-
hough there is nothing concrete to report. SNFAC continues to be concerned what this will mean for the future. 
 
On April 23rd, a delegation of 3 SNFAC members went up Evening Mountain to take a look at a couple of cut blocks, 
one of them facing to the east, just above the Penn Islands. We were distressed to see the 
logging of old growth! We don't know if logging up there is still on going. 
 
On May 19th the Sierra Club BC hosted a webinar "Finding the Mother Tree: A Conver-
sation with Suzanne Simard" as part of the launch of her new book. Mother Trees are the 
biggest, oldest trees in the forest who act as central communication and nutrient hubs for 
their neighbourhood ecosystem. Suzanne is a TED speaker and UBC professor of Forest 
Ecology. Here is the link to listen to the recording. It is well worth your time!        
·   
https://youtu.be/vn-vqxi07wE 
 
There is also a Mother Tree art lesson on Tuesday, June 1, in which our students will par-
ticipate.  
 
maya 
 

Saving Big Trees, Part Two, What You Can Do 

After searching about some and measuring our big standing trees and old growth stumps we discovered that almost 

none of our trees meet the provincial requirements for protection as “old growth.” 

But we will protect what is ours! Although promising to protect “more old growth” the provincial government is slow 

to action. We the people need to take charge.  

We are forging ahead with measuring and mapping our old and big trees and stands. This data will be shared with oth-

er publically available registries around the Salish Sea. The more we know and share about what is here, the greater 

our argument for protecting this spectacular place. 

If you know of a big or old tree, stump or stand you can help to record the information in any of three ways: 

1) Use your smartphone: take a picture and send it to SNFA (attach or share) at: surgenarrowsfac@gmail.com 

with its location information. Attach GPS data to your images by turning on your location information.  

  On an Android: open the Settings App, look under Apps, Camera Settings, and turn on Location tags. 

Then share your photo (tap the share icon beneath the photo) as an email attachment. 

  On an iPhone: open the Settings app, go to Privacy, Location Services, and Camera and set it to “while 

using” or “always.” Then share your photo by tapping the share icon, tapping the little blue options, select In-

clude, tap “All Photos Data.” 

If you have time, take the tree’s circumference at breast height (1.37m above ground) and include this in your 

email – this is super helpful information to the registry. 

2) Borrow an iPad and diameter tape field kit from SNFAC. Detailed instructions on how to record the data 

with the iPad’s software are included. Fun to learn! 

3) Send an email to SNFAC describing your tree, stump or stand, and its location.  

Let’s do this together! 

 

 

https://youtu.be/vn-vqxi07wE
mailto:surgenarrowsfac@gmail.com


iNaturalist 

Another way you can help catalogue plant, fungi and animal species when you are out and about is with iNaturalist. 

iNaturalist is the most popular citizen scientist app worldwide, a way to share photo observations with other interest-

ed people and scientists. 

Download the free app onto your smartphone or tablet. Take photos of everything and anything, identify your photos 

if you wish and share your findings with the iNaturalist community. A user guide will help get you started.  

Your observations will automatically be shared (based on their location) with nearby mapping projects such as 

Hakai’s Discovery Islands Biodiversity Project, David Broadland’s Discovery Islands Mapping Project and our own 

DIEM project. 

iNaturalist is also a handy tool for keeping your species observations in one place, as a sort of online nature journal. 

iNaturalist will help you identify that unknown plant or creature by offering suggestions. Other iNaturalist users will 

confirm or correct your identifications. And the app is in itself a fascinating library where you can browse other local 

observations. 

Observations of at-risk or threatened species are particularly valuable. In the next Surge Currents you will see the 

kids’ write-up on Red and Blue listed species in this area to get a sense of what to look for.  

Johanna 

From the iNaturalist website   https://www.inaturalist.org/ 

DON’T MISS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO RECEIVE $500* 

 

Application deadline: June 30, 2021 

(*if you qualify (which many of us do) 

For more information:  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/economic-recovery/recovery-benefit 

or 

phone: 1-833-882-0020 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/economic-recovery/recovery-benefit


 
Co-op Update by Zephyr Polk

INCORPORATION: The Co-op Steering Committee spent the winter working with a co-op developer to create and 
finalize the Memorandum of Association (MoA) and Rules of Association (RoA) documents necessary for co-op incor-
poration in BC, as well as writing first drafts of the Co-op Manual and Business Plan.  We recently sent in all required 
documentation for incorporation.  We hope to hold our first AGM in July, at which point we will elect our first Board of 
Directors, begin recruiting members, and form committees to help get the co-op up and running.  Look for the AGM 
time and date in the next issue of the Current. 

NAME: Our registered name is “Read Island Community Co-op”.  Thanks so much to everyone for their name ide-
as!  Some of the suggestions our committee liked best were already taken by other businesses, and in the end we went 
with this very straightforward name.  For anyone disappointed that it was not more creative, we have been told that we 
can have various “trade names” that still operate under the co-op umbrella, which would allow groups or people in-
volved in the co-op to choose their own name for their unique products/services. 

CO-OP PRODUCTS/SERVICES: The co-op initially developed around the idea of a local mill producing local lum-
ber, and that is our main goal at the moment, but in the MoA we left ourselves open to including other products and ac-
tivities that are “consistent with the purpose of the co-op”.  So we can get creative in thinking about products or services 
we could include other than lumber.  Carved bowls, sculptures, instruments or other wood or forest-based art/
crafts?  Edible or medicinal forest or permaculture products? Education, research, or tourism initiatives related to our 
forest ecosystems? The co-op’s MoA is included here (below) so that you can get a fuller picture of our purpose. 

Thanks to everyone in the community who has expressed their interest and support in this endeavor.  We hope to see you 
at the AGM in July and recruit you as co-op members! 

- From the Steering Committee (Renate, Merlin, Rockford, Barry, Zephyr and Coady) 

Memorandum of Association  

Name: Read Island Community Co-op 
 
Purpose:  

The purpose of the co-op is to meet member and community needs by helping to build a thriving, equitable, and cooper-
ative local economy sustained by a resilient and diverse forest ecosystem through the operation of a for-profit communi-
ty forest products co-op.  The co-op will:    

a) Purchase timber harvested on the island and nearby areas.   
  
b) Produce lumber and other value-added forest products to sell primarily to a local market.  
 
c) Stimulate and support diverse and sustainable forest-based jobs that islanders can feel good about.  
  
d) Strengthen relationships between woodlot license holders, private forest owners, and other members of the greater 
Surge Narrows community.  

e) To fulfill the above purposes, activities of the co-op may include: 
i) establishing a community sawmill operation, 
ii) establishing, coordinating with and/or actively supporting other value-added forest product enterprises, 
iii) establishing the equipment and infrastructure required to support the sawmill and/or other forest product en-
terprises, and 
iv) conducting other businesses and activities as it deems appropriate from time to time and consistent with the 
purposes of this Association.  

Shares:   

The Association is permitted to issue an unlimited number of Membership Shares with a par value of $100.00.   

The Association may issue an unlimited number of Class A Investment Shares with a par value of $500.00.  

Liability  

The liability of a member of the Association is limited in accordance with the Co-operative Association Act to 
the purchase price of the membership share(s).  



Beazley  Hole in the Wall Campbell River 
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Point Atkinson 

Just in from The Narwhal, excerpts taken from an article by Dr. Gideon 

Mordecai 

B.C. fish farms transmit virus to endangered wild Pacific salmon, 

new study confirms 

https://thenarwhal.ca/pacific-salmon-fish-farms-virus/ 
 
Some wild Pacific salmon populations have been in sharp decline since the ear-
ly 1990s. For example, more than half of all Chinook salmon populations in 
southern B.C. are endangered or threatened. For decades, scientists have been 
trying to pinpoint the exact causes of these declines. 

In an effort to try and understand what might be driving these declines, scien-

tists like myself are investigating if the growing number of salmon farms off the 

B.C. coast may play a role. We’re concerned that pathogens may be spilling 

over from farmed salmon to wild salmon and contributing to these widespread 

declines. 

In a new study published in Science Advances, we found that a salmon virus 
that is common on fish farms was introduced to southern B.C. roughly 30 years 
ago and is continually transmitted between farmed and wild salmon. 

Viruses leave a genetic fingerprint 

Genome sequencing can be used to monitor the evolution of a virus — as we’ve 

seen during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. We applied the same techniques to 

track the paths of different lineages of PRV at different scales, between oceans, 

but also locally, between different populations of salmon off the coast of B.C. 

Mutation rates of viruses are high, and over time, their genomes accumulate 

genetic differences. These changes to the genome make it possible to under-

stand the origin and dispersal of viruses sampled from different locations. 

Same virus, different disease 

More importantly to the ecology of B.C., PRV has been linked to a different 

disease in Pacific salmon. In Chinook salmon, PRV is associated with 

“jaundice/anemia,” a disease that is the result of red blood cells bursting, lead-

ing to liver and kidney damage. 

Despite the evidence linking PRV to disease in both Atlantic and Chinook 

salmon, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) does not classify PRV 

as a disease agent. This enables the ocean-based fish farms to be stocked with 

fish infected with the virus. 

Our findings show that salmon farms are a source of infection for wild fish. The 

research provides evidence that supports growing calls to minimize the interac-

tions between salmon farming and wild fish. Given that DFO’s science and de-

cision-making are not independent, I believe that the regulation of the aquacul-

ture industry should be separated from DFO’s responsibility to protect wild 

salmon… 

With so many factors at play, conserving salmon is a daunting process. But a 

small increase in the survival of juvenile salmon that migrate from rivers out to 

the open ocean can result in millions more adult salmon returning to their natal 

spawning grounds, a vital resource to both the ecology and people within 

coastal British Columbia.  

https://thenarwhal.ca/pacific-salmon-fish-farms-virus/
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0044-8486(99)00294-X
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/cosewic-assessments-status-reports/chinook-salmon-2018.html
https://advances.sciencemag.org/lookup/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abe2592
https://doi.org/10.1139/facets-2018-0008
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/9/12/1050
https://www.mltaikins.com/newsitem/judicial-review-finds-duty-to-consult-was-breached-quashes-dfo-policy/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-78978-9
https://cortescurrents.ca/why-the-pacific-salmon-foundation-supports-the-decision-to-remove-open-net-fish-farms/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/FOPO/meeting-26/evidence




Surge Currents is published as a communication tool for the local community but the content of the newsletter 

does not represent the opinions or position of the Surge Narrows Community Association, unless specifically 

stated or unless an article is signed by the Board of Directors.  Back issues are available. Annual subscription 

to Surge Currents is free to residents/property owners and “Friends of Surge Narrows”. For non-residents, the 

annual rate is $10.00 for email delivery. Subscription with delivery of printed copies via Canada Post is $25.00, 

or $30.00 to a U.S.A. address    Editor:  ksb.svb@gmail.com    SNCA Directors: Sheila Hollanders (Chairman), 

Rosie Steeves (Secretary), Jim Mallis (Treasurer), Steve Barnes, Dood Turner 

Paid up SNCA members (126) for this year October 2020 to September 2021 are: Skip Allan, Heather Ballard, 

Kathy & Steve Barnes, Roger Beriault, Doug Beyerstein, Merlin Blixhavn, Judy Bloomfield, Paul Brimacombe, Na-

hanni Campbell, Emma Chandler, David and Sheryl Chandler, Trish & Graham Cocksedge, David Cox, Madeline Cu-

reton, Sally Davies, Pat & Derek D’Altroy, Renee Desautels, Jonathan Ellis, Daryl Fedje, Ken Flager, Eve Flager, 

Tom, Gilbert, Mark, Soma, Leslie, Sonja & Walt Goresky, Pamela Harbord, Mary Caroline & John Hart, Renate & 

Scott, Jasmine, & Dillon Harvey, Sheila Hollanders, Violine, Ben, Tom & Shawnai Hollanders, Dr. Steve Hughes, 

Cameron Humphreys, Heather & Barry Jansen, Donna & Bruce Keeling, Linda & Bruce Kempling, Renate Kviet, 

Claudia Lake, Marc Lavergne, Dan, Jeff & Jill Lewis, Jorgina Little, Zach Locke, Nicole Magistro, Charmaine & Jim 

Mallis, Matt Malnarich, Wendy & Bill Matheson, Rachel & Roger Mattice, Ann & Richard Mayer, Kathy & Dwayne 

McLean, Joanne McSporran, the Moss Family (13), Eileen O’Reilly, Jeremy Paine, Johanna Paradis, Zephyr Polk, 

Kiersten & Ashley Riley, John Robilliard, Mike Rockwell, Gloria, Dale, Amy, & Catherine Rolfsen, Rockford Royko, 

Suromitra Santani, Madeleine & Don Shalansky, Eileen Sowerby, Megan Steeves, Rosie & Bob Steeves, Roberta Ste-

venson, Josh Sutherland, Anne Tonkin, Karen & Peter Tonseth, Hazel Trego, Dood Turner, David Turpin, Caren Van 

Der Mark, Ginny Vassal, Shauny & Rand Volk, Coady Webb, Sandy Welch, Maya Weichelt, Douglas White, Thomas 

Widdowson, Laurie & Rob Wood 

Thank you to our 2020-2021 members. 

SNCA membership is $10.00 annually, and covers from AGM to AGM: Surge Narrows Community Associa-

tion, P.O. Box 52, Surge Narrows V0P 1W0. Donations for general expenses, or as you designate for our pro-

jects, are also gratefully received at this address.  Donations can also be made by email transfer to surgenar-

rows@gmail.com.   

mailto:surgenarrows@gmail.com
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