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REGIONAL DISTRICT

I
STAFF REPORT

DATE:

July 5, 2021

TO:

Chair and Directors,
Regional Board

FROM:

Dave Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

FILE: 0550-04 Board

PURPOSE/PROBLEM
To consider a recommendation from the First Nations Relations Committee that the Regional
District move forward with the development of First Nations territorial acknowledgements.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The attached report was considered at the June 30, 2021 meeting of the First Nations Relations
Committee at which time the following resolution was passed:
Moglove/Kerr: FNRC 45/21
THAT the Committee recommend that the Regional District move forward with the development
of territorial acknowledgements through the FNRC.
If the Board accepts the Committee's recommendation, it is suggested that the most appropriate
mechanism for developing territorial acknowledgements would be at a policy level to ensure a
consistent approach for meetings of the Board, its committees, commissions and other official
Regional District events.
RECOMMENDATION
1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.
2. THAT a policy to guide the use of First Nations territorial acknowledgements at meetings and
other official Regional District events be prepared for the Board's consideration.
Respectfully:

fr

Dave Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer
Prepared by: I Yates, Corporate Services Manager
Attachment:

Copy of June 23, 2021 report to the First Nations Relations Committee
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REGIONAL DISTRICT

STAFF REPORT

DATE:

June 23, 2021

TO:

Chair and Directors,
First Nations Relations Committee

FROM:

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PURPOSE

PY

FILE:

To consider the matter of First Nations territorial acknowledgements and how such a practice may
assist the Regional District in building relationships with First Nations in the region.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At its June 16, 2021 meeting the Regional District Board considered the attached report and
passed the following resolution:
Moglove/Evans: SRD 547/2 1

C
O

THAT a report on the topic of First Nations territorial acknowledgements be prepared for further
consideration by the Board.
Territorial acknowledgements are a tradition amongst Indigenous Peoples to acknowledge the
land they are on where a gathering is being held. Such acknowledgments are a verbal statement
at the beginning of a meeting or event that shows respect to Indigenous Peoples and are a critical
part of reconciliation, conveying awareness and a commitment to increased engagement and the
building of relationships. The Regional District has included a review of the Truth and
Reconciliation Calls to Action as part of the First Nations Relations Committee (FNRC) goals for
2021.
The First Nations Coordinator will give a presentation to aid in the discussion and consideration
of acknowledgements appropriate for use within the Regional District. The presentation may also
be useful for individual municipalities and electoral areas that wish to explore this topic in more
detail or that would like assistance from the Regional District on this matter.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the reporifrpm the Chief Administrative Officer be received.
Respectfully:

David Leitc
Chief Administrative Officer

Staff Report — First Nations Territorial Acknowledgements
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY

The First Nations Relations Committee was established to make recommendations that would
assist the Regional Board in building relationships with First Nations located within the region.
The Committee has developed a 3-Phase approach for fulfilling its mandate, those being as
follows:
Phase 1 — Building Base Knowledge
Phase 2 — Building the Foundations for Good Relations
Phase 3 — Building Resources
Part of the Phase 2 work is to consider examples of protocols, increase opportunities for
engagement, and review the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action. The use of territorial
acknowledgements is considered to fall within this phase of the Committee's goals.
ALTERNATIVES

PY

1. The Committee recommend that the Regional District move forward with the development of
territorial acknowledgements.
2. The Committee recommend that the Regional District not move forward with the development
of territorial acknowledgements.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL/REGIONAL IMPLICATIONS

Should the Regional District move forward with the use of territorial acknowledgements it will
convey the Regional District's commitment to increased engagement and building relationships
with First Nations.
INTERDEPARTMENTAL INVOLVEMENT/IMPLICATIONS

C
O

The development of First Nations territorial acknowledgments for review by the Committee would
generally fall within the portfolio of the First Nations Coordinator.

Prepared by: Tina McLean, First Nations Coordinator
Attachment:

May 27, 2021 report to the Regional Board
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REGIONAL DISTRICT

STAFF REPORT

DATE:

May 27, 2021

TO:

Chair and Directors,
Regional Board

FROM:

Dave Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

FIRST NATIONS TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

FILE: 0550-04 Board

PY

PURPOSE/PROBLEM
To consider a recommendation from the First Nations Relations Committee that a report on the
topic of First Nations territorial acknowledgements be prepared for further consideration.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
At the May 26, 2021 meeting of the First Nations Relations Committee the attached report was
considered, and the following resolution was passed:
Davis/Kerr: FNRC 37/21

O

THAT the Committee recommend that a report on First Nations territorial acknowledgements be
prepared for further consideration.
The actions outlined below are offered in support of the Committee's recommendation.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.

C

2. THAT a report on the topic of First Nations territorial acknowledgements be prepared for
further consideçation by the Board.
Resp- ully:

Dave Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer
Prepared by: T. Yates, Corporate Services Manager
Attachment:

Copy of May 20, 2021 report to First Nations Relations Committee
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REGIONAL DISTRICT

4
STAFF REPORT

May 20, 2021

TO:

Chair and Directors,
First Nations Relations Committee

FROM:

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

RE:

COMMITTEE GOALS FOR 2021 - PROGRESS UPDATE

PURPOSE/PROBLEM

FILE:

PY

DATE:

To provide a progress update on the approved First Nations Relations Committee goals for 2021
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The First Nations Relations Committee was established to build relationships with all the First
Nations located in the SRD. Goals to advance this valuable work were identified in 2018, timelines
were revised in March 2021 and are attached for reference.
The 2021 goals were divided into phases, and progress in each area is outlined below:

C
O

Phase 1 - Buildinq Base Knowledge
Many of the activities in this section included updating and creating reference documents. All
items with the Target Completion Date of April 28 have been completed and will be kept current.
These documents are a resource for the First Nations Relations Committee and can be found on
the Director's Portal under First Nations Relations Resources.

Phase 2 - Building the Foundations for Good Relations
Presenting examples of protocols adopted by other communities is an activity within this goal. A
territorial acknowledgement is a protocol commonly used by local governments, organizations
and individuals. A territorial acknowledgement is seen as a critical component of reconciliation.
The committee could consider the development of territorial acknowledgement for use at
meetings and events. The First Nations Coordinator has researched acknowledgements and is
experienced in using them. An acknowledgement which supports virtual and in-person meetings
and is appropriate for use within a regional district could be developed for further consideration
and feedback if so desired.

Increased engagement is another activity under Phase 2 and is occurring at the staff level with
several First Nations. Conversations regarding the Connected Coast Project, recent Addition to
Reserve requests, and general information sharing have taken place and continue to occur as
opportunities arise. A communication protocol with many First Nations is currently under
development and will be shared in draft form with the Committee in due course. Additional

opportunities for engagement at the elected official level are also being identified and pursued,
and the Committee will be kept apprised of developments in this area.

Staff Report — FNRC Goals for 2021
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Phase 3 — Buildinq Resources
Not much to report at this time but expect to have an update on progress in this area within the
next few months.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THAT the report from the Chief Administrative Officer be received.
2. THAT the Committee recommend that a report on First Nations territorial acknowledgements
be prepared for further consideration.

PY

RespectfuUy-

David Leitch
Chief Administrative Officer

(

Prepared by: Tina McLean, First Nations Coordinator

C

O

Attachments: FNRC Goals for 2021

Strathcona
First Nations Relations Committee Goals for 2021
Item

Output

Activities

Target Completion
Date

Status

Phase 1 - Building Base Knowledge
First Nation Communities
Identify all First Nations located in the SRO
boundaries

28-Apr

Complete

FN Treaty Status

28-Apr

Complete

Identify each First Nation and what their
status of Treaty is and what implications
there are

Staff report summarizing all
information

Identify what Governance structure each
Nation has and when or if changes are made
by elections

28-Apr

Complete

SRD/FN Relations History

Research and document a history of SRD
and FN events
Investigate whether there are FN members
that would be willing to provide advice and
validate information (paid or voluntary?)
Information presented to BOO and
uploaded to Directors portal, SRD website

28-Apr

Complete

FN Reference Group

Sharing Knowledge

PY

FN Governance

.
Staff report to consider format or
participation

Fall 2021

Not started

Develop a process to share
knowledge with Board

Fall 2021

Not started

Fall 2021

Not started

Summer 2021

In progress

Summer 2021

Not started

Identify existing FN-SRD engagement at staff
level and opportunities to increase
engagement. Identify existing FN-SRD
Staff report to summarize
engagement at elected official level and
information and identify
opportunities to increase engagement
Identify opportunities for cultural awareness opportunities for engagement
and, plans for future C2C Forums
and safety training for staff and elected
officials
Investigate opportunities for future C2C
forums and funding

Fall 2021

In progress

Fall 2021

Not started

Fall 2021

Not started

Revise Goals and develop or incorporate
medium to long-term goals

Fall 2021

Not started

Fall 2021

Not started

Winter 2022

Not started

Phase 2 - Building the foundations for good relations
TRC Findings
Review the 16 Calls to Action identified to
relate to local government and consider
how the SRD may respond

other jurisdictions e.g. correspondence,
acknowledging territory in meetings and
SRD documents etc.

Service Agreements

Present examples of service agreements
adopted by other jurisdictions

C
O

Protocols

Increased Engagement

Training

C2C Forums

Path forward

Phase 3 - Building resources
Budget

Based on recommendations for path
forward supported by the Board, identify
any projects an budget requirements to
support this strategic priority and
recommend inclusion in 2022 financial
planning process

Tool kit
Document and distribute information
gathered through 2021 activities through an
ontne portal, library, resource guide, etc.

Staff report

Staff report summarizing
information gathered

Facilitate a meeting to revise
goals and objectives of the FN
Relations Committee

Staff report to FN Relations
Committee summarizing all
information

