
Dear board members of the Strathcona Regional District  
 
 
The October 2018  election on Cortes Island included a referendum to have a referendum to 
proceed or not to establish a service for the maintenance and operation of both the Manson’s 
Hall and the Gorge Hall in Whaletown. With the limited public consultation regarding a Hall Tax I 
believe that some voters were confused as to the dual process, unprecedented I believe and 
how we are to be taxed if passed by a majority of voters. The only form really discussed was a 
parcel tax of not more than $86.00 per year and so we all went to the voting booth thinking this 
was true. Now that a Bylaw is imminent I think it is important to recognize that the board of the 
SCCA never intended this type of a tax.  The board of the SCCA always wanted a property 
value based tax that escalates every year.  We voted for a Volkswagen and they changed it to a 
Cadillac!  
This Hall Tax as proposed is a FOREVER tax. It NEVER goes away.  In 2080 our great great 
great grandchildren will be paying this tax, for what? How can the SRD board know what future 
need and use will be? Can the SRD board consider a sunset of the tax after a period of time 
and resubmit for voter consideration. We are now talking really big money from the tax payers at 
the direction of a charitable organization.  The SCCA statements about finances are often 
contradictory.  What are they going to do with all this tax money?  Any rules, any oversight, any 
real need? I find it difficult to get my logic around creating and paying a tax to support a 
charitable organization for any purpose.  Isn’t it supposed to be the other way around?  We will 
be giving them money so they can give it back. Is there any precedent for this kind of tax in the 
community charter? Please consider a fair and legally just way for this to move forward. Also 
remember that many years ago in British Columbia that only property owners were allowed to 
vote on measures that affected their taxes.  This SRD board is capable of a creative but fair 
solution and it is important to consider that the numbers and the outcome could surprise you. 
After all it was a just a vote to decide if there should be a vote. 
 
Thanks  
 
Rick Boas 


