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Tom Yates

Subject: MARKETING] May 2019 Updates and Upcoming Procurement Training

 

From: Colleen Evans <Colleen.Evans@campbellriver.ca>  
Sent: May‐25‐19 1:35 PM 
To: David Leitch <DLeitch@srd.ca>; Michele Babchuk <Michele.Babchuk@campbellriver.ca> 
Subject: Fwd: Forward to Michele and Dave for inclusion as an update for next SRD agenda; MARKETING] May 2019 
Updates and Upcoming Procurement Training 
 
Hi David and Michele   
I would like to include this as an agenda item on the next SRD agenda  as the SRD appointed liaison to keep the SRD 
updated on social procurement. This can be correspondence and then David may want to mention that as members our 
SRD staff will be participating in the free for members workshop in Nanaimo. 
Thanks  
Colleen  

Colleen Evans  
 
 

 
From: Coastal Communities Social Procurement Initiative <bschmidt@scalecollaborative.ca> 
Date: May 23, 2019 at 10:17:56 AM PDT 
To: <Colleen.Evans@campbellriver.ca> 
Subject: [MARKETING] May 2019 Updates and Upcoming Procurement Training 
Reply‐To: Coastal Communities Social Procurement Initiative <bschmidt@scalecollaborative.ca> 
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May 2019 Updates 

 Introduction 

 Upcoming Training and Webinars 

 Watch the Webinar: Introduction to Procurement for the Construction 

Sector 
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 Building a Community of Practice

 Highlighted Resources 

 Access Consultation 

 Mythbusters: Common Misconceptions about Social Procurement 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to the first Coastal Communities Social Procurement Initiative 

newsletter for monthly updates and access to resources. Here’s a quick 

update on what’s been going on! 

CCSPI has been presenting at various conferences- we were at AVICC and 

Vancouver Island Construction Association conferences in April, and will be at 

GFOA in May. Thanks to local presenters from Cumberland (Sunshine Topham) 

and Qualicum Beach (Genelle Conn) for co-presenting and sharing their social 

procurement practices with conference attendees. 

 

In May and June, the first set of training is scheduled for member 

organizations. Be sure to register and attend - this training will provide a deep 

dive into social procurement best practices, considerations when developing 

a social procurement policy, how to determine your community well-being 

and procurement criteria, and identify next steps in implementing and 

expanding your local social procurement strategy. 

In order to prepare for training, please identify 2 purchases you will make in 

the next 6 months-- the training will use these as examples to walk through 

the social procurement process. 
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After the training, CCSPI procurement experts will provide specific social 

procurement consultation and support to implement.  

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Upcoming Training and Webinars 
  

This 4-hour training session will provide an overview of the best practices, 

policies and tools to advance social procurement within your local government 

and community context. These session will utilize lecture, discussion, and 

interactive activities. 

Training is available free-of-charge to member organizations. 

  

Campbell River - Introduction to Social Procurement - May 28, 2019 

Nanaimo - Introduction to Social Procurement - June 5, 2019 

Victoria - Introduction to Social Procurement - June 18, 2019 

  

Webinar - Social Procurement: What it is and How to Implement the Strategy 

- June 6, 2019  

 

 

Register for Social Procurement Training
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Watch the Webinar: 

Introduction to Procurement for the 

Construction Sector 

  
Join Rory Kulmala, CEO of the Vancouver Island Construction Association for this 

session on Procurement for the construction sector. Each year, governments and 

public agencies of all types, combined, spend hundreds of billions of dollars on 

construction. With all this investment in construction, there is a drive to 

leverage these investments to create social impact within a local economy and 

community through the existing purchasing channels of construction services. As 

with many regions, societal issues such as poverty reduction, labour availability, 

housing and social marginalization are driving public agencies to find more 

creative and innovative ways to address these needs.  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Next Community of Practice Call 

Our first CCSPI Community of Practice Call is scheduled for June 11 at 10:00 

am 
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These calls are to discuss social procurement learning as our region 

implements these best policies and practices. These conversations are an 

opportunity to share learning around implementing social procurement with 

others around the region and troubleshoot any challenges that are emerging.  

On June 11, Access the Community of Practice Call Here. 

 

Please email bschmidt@scalecollaborative.ca to RSVP if you plan to attend the 

June Community of Practice Call. 
 

 

 

 

Highlighted Resources 

As part of the membership page, everyone has access to the Social 

Procurement Sync drive. This drive is being continually updated with research 

and resources focused on social procurement.  

   

Two highlighted resources this month are: 

   

Goods and Services Survey: In February 2019, CCSPI surveyed local goods and 

services suppliers about social procurement, focusing on social enterprise and 

impact business suppliers. The report outlines what types of goods and 

services they provide as well as their suggestions on how to prepare for social 

procurement opportunities. Read the report here. 

   

In 2017, Scale Collaborative supported a scan of Vancouver Island social 

procurement opportunities on Vancouver Island. The scan focused on large 

institutional purchasers, including local government, post-secondaries and 
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financial institutions. There is about $1.5B in annual spend, with $300M 

specifically for goods and services. This scan provides a great overview and 

evidence for making a social procurement case for the region. Read the full 

report here.  

 

 

 

 

 

Access Consultation 
Are you currently working on your social procurement policy or an RFP and 

need one-on-one consultation? As a member of CCSPI, you have access to 

social procurement experts to help make your job easier.  

 

Email bschmidt@scalecollaborative.ca to set up your one-on-one consultation 

with a procurement expert.  
 

 

 

 

Mythbusters: Common Misconceptions about 

Social Procurement 

Is it even legal for governments to use social procurement? Don’t we have 

trade agreements to comply with?  

Yes, it is legal for local governments to use social procurement- as long as you 

comply with the trade agreement requirements. Primary to any purchase 

process under the rules of the trade agreements is you cannot use any 

requirements that will limit opportunities for competition.    



7

 

As an example, you cannot limit your RFPs to ‘local bids only’. However, you 

can include a value consideration for ‘local economic development and 

employment opportunities.’  

All trade agreements also have financial thresholds for when they come into 

effect. You will need to check the most stringent requirements in your 

jurisdiction for the actual dollar value thresholds. There is more flexibility in 

the lower categories, and no restrictions under the smallest amounts which 

range from $10,000 to $75,000.  

There are also a number of purchasing ‘exceptions.’ One very important 

exception is buying from non-profits and charities. Almost every social 

enterprise in Canada is operated through a non-profit or charity, so direct 

purchasing, no bidding necessary, from a non-profit social enterprise is 

always an option     

 

 

Access Member Resources

 

 

 

 

Services delivered in partnership by:
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