
February 21, 2019

City of Campbell River
From the Office of the Mayor

The Honourable Doug Donaldson
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development
P.O. Box 9049, Stn. Prov. Gov’t
Victoria, B.C. V8W9E2

Dear Minister Donaldson:

Re: Snowden Demonstration Forest

Council is in receipt of your letter dated September 5, 2018, regarding the Snowden
Demonstration Forest, in which you encouraged the City to “... contact BCTS to convey your
interests in the area and to participate in their planning process...

BCTS is proceeding towards a short-term forest harvesting plan in 2019/20, which takes into
account other non-timber harvesting values, but which continues to propose selection of
cutblocks from the highly valued core area of Snowden. To date, an exploration of alternative
options including from the non-core area has not been shown and there exists no mandate for a
comprehensive forest development plan, which actively plans for development of non-logging
uses. Such a plan should ideally have some legal weight rather than being merely aspirational,
and include objectives for trail development and associated facilities, watershed protection,
proactive enhancement of wildlife values, promotion and marketing, public education around
local ecology, harvesting and forest rehabilitation practices, and communication goals.

While the Snowden Advisory Group convened in Fall 2018 and hosted by BCTS is a respectful
and constructive forum with some good information-sharing, there does not appear to be intent
either to examine alternative cut block locations outside of the core area, or to defer harvest
within the core area until a comprehensive long term plan is developed (other than harvesting).

Before irrevocable change to the core area has occurred in the form of timber harvest, the City
reiterates its desire to see a higher level of legal protection of the non-timber values of the
Snowden Demonstration Forest, along with active, comprehensive and long-term planning for
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all forest attributes and activities, and requests a moratorium on harvesting until this request has
been evaluated in full.

Council passed the following resolution at its January 28th meeting:

“THAT Council sends a second letter to the Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development requesting:

1. Reconsideration of the request for the Province to create or authorize a long-term forest
development plan;

2. That the Minister investigates and issues additional protections to various areas and
features of Snowden under the Government Actions Regulations and/or Forest and
Range Practices Act in recognition of the growth and evolution of Snowden’s
recreational values since 1987;

3. That a moratorium is issued on roadbuilding and harvesting until the above processes
have been completed.”

Council s keen to see the development of a long- term plan that goes beyond a harvest plan, and
achieves the objectives of BCTS, the City of Campbell River, the Strathcona Regional District,
Destination Think! (Campbell River’s tourism provider) and all of our community partners in sport and
recreation. The City will be happy to provide any further information the Minister may wish to review
in order to evalLate the City’s requests.

We look forward to heanng the Ministry’s decision on this very important issue. Developing a long-
range management plan for Snowden prior to further road building and harvesting will provide the
City, Strathcona Regional District and recreational users with the opportunity to help shape
Snowden’s future

Yours sincer&y.
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cc: Jeffery Hamilton, BC Timber Sales
Paula Mackay, Program Manager, Ministry of FLNROD
Gary Gwilt, Operations Manager, Ministry of FLNROD
Graham Cameron, Recreation Officer Ministry of FLN ROD
Strathcona Regional District Board
Garry Ullstrom
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